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“St. Cyril and St. Methodius“ University of Veliko Tarnovo 

Spain did not take part in the First World War (1914-1918), 
but its political consequences were reflected in the subsequent crisis that gripped 
the entire Spanish society. The post-war economic crisis led to an increase in 
social tension (emergence of inflationary processes, reduction in the supply of 
basic necessities, low wage growth) and to the strengthening of nationalism. The 
economic crisis further exacerbates social conflicts and disrupts the social 
structure of society. The problem in Morocco is also contributing to the country's 
financial deficit and exacerbating existing problems. Added to this was the 
political instability and ministerial crises of the period 1917-1923. The 
constitutional monarchy made efforts to maintain the status quo, but internal and 
external conflicts strongly affected the stability of the institution. General 
elections were held four times and eleven different governments were formed. It 
is the crisis of the parliamentary system that creates opportunities for changes 
in the Spanish political system. All this leads the country to a political impasse, 
which the military in the person of General Primo de Rivera takes advantage of.

The intervention of the army in the political life of Spain is an attempt to 
resolve the conflicts among the rulers, but the crisis deepens not only in 
Parliament, but also in society. Constant contradictions give rise to hatred of 
politics. The army takes the responsibility (thus the king hides from the 
responsibility) of rearranging the political system or building a new one and 
meets the approval of the majority of the society, which is ready for political 
reorganization. The conditions in the country are ready for a coup, the main 
actors are needed who will go down in history and who will take advantage of 
the situation to take power. The man who takes a tougher stance, as well as the 
challenge of running the country after a series of failed governments, is General 
Primo de Rivera. He established a dictatorship and ruled Spain from 1923-1930.

The coup was carried out on the 13th of September 1923. Then General 
Primo de Rivera issued a Manifesto, which was an address to the army and 
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society and marked the main responsibilities and commitments that were 
undertaken for implementation. The civilian government of the dictatorship 
began an active economic and social policy. It was largely successful and 
coincided with the worldwide economic boom of the mid-1920s. Reforms were 
also undertaken in the social, educational and military systems. Changes are 
taking place in both political and ecclesiastical life. Attempts are being made to 
resolve the regional problem and the existing situation in Morocco. There are 
also innovations in relations with the republics of Latin America.

In view of later historical developments, it is clear that this regime could 
not have lasted long, but in a sense it became the basis of the subsequent “new 
state” regime after 1939. The time frame of the two dictatorships is long enough 
and the parallels and the events are different, but some ideas, institutions and 
even politicians in power in 1939 inherited the dictatorial years of 1923-1930. 
This coincides with the transformations that occurred in many European 
countries after the end of the First World War. The administration of General 
Primo de Rivera left an imprint on the historical development of Spain and served 
as an example for many European countries, including the Balkans.

Dictatorship, authoritarian regime, leader, coup, 
monarchy
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La Dictadura 1923 – 1930

La crisis del caciquismo andaluz (1923 – 1931)
En Cuadernos Económicos de I.C.E.

La Dictadura de Primo de Rivera 1923 – 1930,
Anales de 

Historia Contemporánea. 
La España de Primo de Rivera: la modernización autoritaria, 1923-1930,

Historia Social

Pasado y Memoria,

Estudos Historicos

Istoriya. 

Paedagogica Historica.
Frankizmat. Istoriya i politika,

Balgariya i Evropa prez savremennata epoha.
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The subject
the subject aim

Istoriya
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La Dictadura de Primo de Rivera 1923 – 1930,
La crisis del caciquismo andaluz (1923 – 1931),

La Dictadura 1923 – 1930,

Gaceta
La Dictadura 1923 – 1930
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Ibidem

Estudos Historicos
Élites poíticas y centros de extracción de España 1938 – 1957

Ibidem
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La administración española en el protectorado de Marruecos, plazas de soberania 
y colonias de África
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Historia del reinado de Alfonso XIII
Militarismo y civilismo en la España contemporánea

La Dictadura de Primo de Rivera 1923 – 1930
La crisis del caciquismo andaluz (1923 – 1931)
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The Spanish model of dictatorship

El ocaso de un régimen,
The Economist

En Cuadernos Económicos de I.C.E

El Estado democrático y el Estado autoritario: ensayos sobre teoría política y 
legal, Volumen preparado por Marcuse
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Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy
El personal político de Franco (1936 – 1945),
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The Balkans in Our Time
Modern Greece

Las Jornadas Triunfales de un Golpe de Estado

La crisis del caciquismo andaluz (1923 – 1931)
Ibidem

Alfonso XIII. Vida Confesiones y Muerte
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Ibidem
Ibidem
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En Cuadernos Económicos de I.C.E.
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Ibidem
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Gaceta
The Economist

La administración española en el protectorado de Marruecos, plazas de 
soberania y colonias de África,

El ocaso de un régimen,
Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy.

La Dictadura de Primo de Rivera 1923 – 1930,
Modern Greece,

Alfonso XIII. Vida Confesiones y Muerte, Prologo por el Marques de Luca de 
Tena, 

Diktaturata na general Primo de Rivera - krachka nazad po patya kam 
demokratsiyata,

Frankizmat. Istoriya i politika
Historia del reinado de Alfonso XIII,

La Dictadura, 1923 – 1930,

La España de Primo de Rivera: la modernización autoritaria, 1923-
1930

Élites poíticas y centros de extracción de España 1938 – 1957,

Las Jornadas Triunfales de un Golpe de Estado,
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El Estado democrático y el Estado autoritario: ensayos sobre teoría política 
y lega,

Militarismo y civilismo en la España contemporánea

La crisis del caciquismo andaluz (1923 – 1931),
El personal político de Franco (1936 – 1945). 

The Balkans in Our Time,

Balgariya i Evropa prez savremennata epoha.


