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10Croatia and the Republic of Serbia. Within the framework of this work, the 

research focus is on the prosecution of war rapes before the War Crimes 
Chamber of the State Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina from the beginning of 
the work of the mentioned court until today (2005-2023). In the indicated 
period, 70 wartime rape cases involving 109 defendants were processed before 
this judicial forum. Out of that number, 55 cases were finally concluded, with 
convictions in 41 cases and acquittals in 14 cases.

The subject of the research was some individual characteristics of 
perpetrators and victims of war rape. The research sample consisted 
exclusively of cases in which a final conviction was passed (N=41), in which 51 
defendants were declared guilty of war rape and 80 victims of this crime were 
identified. The research established that all the convicts were male. In addition, 
72% of those convicted were members of the Army of the Republika Srpska 
(VRS), 16% of the Army of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina (RBiH 
Army) and 12% of the Croatian Defense Council (HVO). All members of the 
RBiH Army were convicted of war rape which is legally qualified as a war 
crime against the civilian population, which is a criminal offense that, 
according to the Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina (CC BiH), does not 
include the existence of a widespread and systematic attack on the civilian 
population. On the other hand, the largest number of members of the VRS and 
four members of the HVO who were prosecuted for wartime rape were 
convicted of having committed that crime as a crime against humanity, which 
included a campaign of widespread, massive and systematic criminal activity 
connected with other crimes (murder , torture, imprisonment, deportation of the 
population, enforced disappearance, etc.). About half of those legally convicted 
of war rape before the State Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina were convicted 
for crimes committed in eastern Bosnia
6% and Rogatica 2%). At the same time, approximately 1/3 of wartime rapes 
(31%) were committed in a camp, 10% in a public place, and the largest 
number in a private house or apartment (59%). A significant number of those
convicted of these crimes had been convicted before (35%) and were married 
(78%).

Ninety-eight percent (98%) of war rape victims were female and 2% 
were male. The vast majority of victims (87%) were Bosniaks, while 8% were 
Serbs and 5% were Croats. However, the fact that almost every fifth victim of 
war rape (21%) was a minor at the time of committing the crime is particularly 
striking. The research established that most of the rapes of minors during the 
international armed conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina were carried out by
members of the Serbian (para)military and police forces in Bosnia nad 
Herzegovina, as well as a few members of the HVO.

War rapes, Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, trials for 
war crimes.
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