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Department of History, Faculy of Philosophy,
University of Prishtina “Hasan Prishtina”, Kosovo

University of Prishtina, serving as an institution of education 
and science and as a centre of Albanian democratic and cultural movements, 
since its foundation was amongst the institutions on the target of Serbian regime. 
Upon abolition of the autonomy of Kosovo in 1989, the Serbian regime started 
the discriminatory policies against the Albanian population, the overwhelming 
majority population in Kosovo, including the expulsion of the Albanian pupils 
and students from the schools and university premises, massive dismissals from 
work, etc. It was the academic year 1991/1992 when the doors of the University 
of Prishtina were closed to Albanian students and teachers. The University of 
Prishtina and its campus in the center of the capital Prishtina, libraries, institutes 
and student dormitories all remained available to Serbian and other non-
Albanian teachers and students. 

The Albanian population created a parallel state, a unique example in 
the world, and such state created the parallel institutions in various fields of life, 
such as health, culture and education, including also the parallel University of 
Prishtina. This paper, in light of the sources of the time (documents in the Archive 
of the Rectorate of University of Prishtina “Hasan Prishtina”, published reports 
of the international organisations, press of the time) and the relevant 
historiography aims at elaborating: the initial protests and resistance of 
Albanian professors and students against the violent measures imposed by the 
Serbian regime;  how the students and teachers were expelled from the facilities 
of the University of Prishtina; the procedures and the circumstances under which 
was established the Parallel University of Prishtina; how this parallel university  
functioned in the situation of pressure and continuous violence from the Serbian 
regime, at private facilities in the suburbs of the city; how the entire Albanian 
population from Kosovo was mobilized to support this university. The paper 
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offers data from the unpublished documents which are stored at the Archive of 
the Rectorate of the University of Prishtina “Hasan Prishtina”, regarding the 
number of planned and enrolled students, which indicates how the political 
situation was reflected on the number of students who attended the university 
studies. Particular attention in the paper was paid to the students’ protests of 
1997 by elaborating how this Parallel University, through the peaceful student 
protests, influenced the sensitizing of the international institutions and media on 
the question of the Albanian people in Kosovo. It emphasizes the important role 
of students represented by Independent Union of Students of the University of 
Prishtina (Unioni i Pavarur i Studentëve i Universitetit të Prishtinës - UPSUP),
who gained the support and encouragement of international political 
personalities of the time for the continuation of peaceful student activism.  

Despite all the drastic challenges the Parallel University of Prishtina 
functioned in all the segments that characterize a university. All managerial 
mechanisms were developed, teaching was held in three cycles of study, even 
though only private premises were available but no laboratories, libraries and 
dormitories, new students were enrolled, staff were continuously recruited and 
promoted, and university textbooks were prepared. However, due to many 
factors, including the emigration of the Albanian population, the continuous
violence by the Serbian police, and the financial difficulties of Albanian families,
the number of students was constantly decreasing. In addition, this situation 
impacted their learning. The lack of literature and laboratories, teaching and 
learning in private premises and homes, the constant dangers and mistreatment 
by the Serbian regime, were making university studies a very difficult mission. 
However, the Parallel University of Prishtina turned into a centre of peaceful 
resistance and a symbol of determination to continue studies and advancement 
in the Albanian language regardless of the extreme political and social situation. 
The University did not interrupt the work even in the state of war, until 21 March 
1999. All this readiness, will and peaceful resistance had gained the attention 
and respect of international opinion.  

Parallel University of Prishtina, Kosovo, abolition of the 
autonomy, parallel system, students’ protests.

Univerzitet u Prištini, kao institucija obrazovanja i znanosti i
centar demokratskih i kulturnih albanskih pokreta, bi

godine, srpski 
izbacivanje albanskih 
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10Bila je akademska 1991/1992. godina kada su vrata Prištinskog univerziteta bila 

zatvorena za albanske studente i nastavnike. Univerzitet u Prištini i njegov 
kampus u centru glavnog grada Prištine, bibloteke, instituti i studentski domovi 
ostali su dostupni srpskim i drugim nealbanskim nastavnicima i studentima. 

su zdravstvo, kultura i obrazovanje, ukl Univerzitet u Prištini.  
izvora (dokumenti u Arhivu Rektorata 

organizacija, i štampa tog vremena) i relevantne literature, ima za cilj da 
elaborira

iz objekata 

ovaj univerzitet. U radu su dati podaci iz neobjavljenih dokumenata koji se 
Prištini “Hasan Priština”, o broju 

planiranih i prijavljenih studenata,

ena studentskim protestima 1997. godine, elaboriraju i
kako je ovaj Paralelni Univerzitet kroz mirne studentske proteste uticao na svest

Prištinskog Univerziteta (Unioni i Pavarur i Studentëve i Universitetit të 
Prishtinës – UPSUP), koja je dobila

Univerzitet u Prištini je 
kterišu univerzitet. Razvijeni su svi 

dostupne samo privatne prostorije, ali ne i laboratorije, biblioteke i domovi, 
primani su novi studenti, kontinuirano se zapošljavalo i usavršavalo osoblje, a 

tva, kontinuirano nasilje srpske 
e albanskih porodica, broj studenata se 

konstantno smanjivao.

prostorijama i ku ama, stalne opasnonsti i maltretiranje od strane srpskog 

Paralelni Univerzitet u Prištini postao je centar mirnog otpora i simbola
da se nastave studije i napreduju na albanskom jeziku uprkos 

Univerzitet nije prekidao rad ni u 
ratnom stanju, sve do 21. marta 1999. godine. Sva ta spremnost, volja i miran 



440

Prof. Ass. Dr. Albina DRANÇOLLI RAMADANI, Prof. Ass. Dr. Kujtime BOSHTRAKAJ CAMAJ
H

IS
TO

RI
JS

KI
 P

O
G

LE
D

I 1
0 

- H
IS

TO
RI

CA
L 

V
IE

W
S 

10

Paralelni Univerzitet u Prištini, Kosovo, ukidanje 
autonomije, paralelni sistem, studentski protesti

Kosovo: A Short History Historical Dictionary 
of Kosova

, The Road to Independence: A chronicle of the Ahtisaari Plan

50 Vjet Universitet, 1979-2020: 50 Vjet Universiteti 
i Prishtinës Universiteti i Kosovës 
(1981-1983), The Road to Independence

Lëvizjet Studentore Për Republikën e Kosovës, 1968, 1981 dhe 1997

Civil Resistence in Kosovo Universiteti i Kosovës (1981-
1983)

Agjencioni Shtetërorë i Arkivave të Kosovës – hereinafter 
ASHAK

Rilindja,
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The Collapse of Yugoslavia 1991-99
Thinking about Yugoslavia: Scholarly Debates about the Yugoslav Breakup 

and the Wars in Bosnia and Kosovo

Bujku

Mbijetesa e Universitetit të Prishtinës, 1991-1994
Kosova: Vështrim Monografik

Mbijetesa e Universitetit
Rilindja
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Mbijetesa e Universitetit
Kosova: Vështrim Monografik

” Bujku,
”, Bujku

Kosova: Vështrim Monografik

” Bujku

”, Bujku
” Bujku

”, Bujku
Midis Serbëve dhe Shqiptarëve: Një Histori e Kosovës,
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” Bujku

”, Bujku,

Civil Resistence in Kosovo
Kosovo: The Politics of Identity and Space

Bota e Re

” Bujku ”, 
Bujku
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Këshilli për Mbrojtjen e Lirive dhe të Drejtave të Njeriut – KMLDNJ)

” Bujku
Kosova: Luftë dhe Hakmarrje

Serbët dhe Shqiptarët Ndër Shekuj, Vëllimi II
Ibid

Making and Remaking the Balkans: Nations and States since 1878

Kosovo: The Politics of Identity and Space

, Bujku
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Decree 
on Higher Education, 

Lidhja Demokratike e Kosovës – LDK

Historical Dictionary of Kosova
Kosovo Report: Conflict, International 

response, Lessons learned
Under Orders: War Crimes in Kosovo

Mbijetesa
Mbijetesa

”, Bujku
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Bota e Re

Kosovo: The Politics of Identity
Bota e Re

” Bujku
Viti i Ri Akademik: Gjithçka me të Vjetrën

Making and Remaking of the Balkans
Civil Resistence in Kosovo, Nën Lupë: Të Drejtat në Kosovë
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Ibidem
Ibidem
Ibidem
Ibidem
Ibidem

Kosova - Lufta e Shtyrë

Fjalori Enciklopedik i Kosovës II: L-ZH

Civil Resistence in Kosovo

Ibidem
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Ibidem
Kosova: Vështrim Monografik

Rrëfimi i Një Jete Për Kosovën
Open Wounds: Human Rights Abuses in Kosovo

” Bujku
, Bota e 

Re

Bota e Re
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Ibidem
Kosova: Vështrim Monografik

Fjalori Enciklopedik i Kosovës II,
History is herstory Too: The History of Women in Civil Society in Kosovo 

1980 – 2004
Lëvizjet Studentore

50 Vjet Universitet, 1 Tetori i Kthesës: Lëvizja 
Studentore 1997-1998
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Unioni i Pavarur i Studentëve i Universitetit të Prishtinës – UPSUP)

1 Tetori i Kthesës
Bota e 

Re
1 Tetori i Kthesës

50 Vjet Universitet, 
Bota e Re

1 Tetori i Kthesës
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Bota e Re

Humanitarian Law Violations in Kosovo
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72, Realizmi i 
Regjistrimit të Studentëve 1994/1995, 1996/1997

Këshilli Botues.
Konkurs për 

arsimtarë, shtator 98.

Fjalori Enciklopedik i Kosovës II: L-
ZH.

Kosova: Vështrim Monografik.

Making and Remaking the Balkans: Nations and States since 1878, 

50 Vjet Universitet, 1979-2020: 50 Vjet 
Universiteti i Prishtinës,

Civil Resistence in Kosovo
Kosova - Lufta e Shtyrë

1 Tetori i Kthesës: Lëvizja Studentore 1997-1998, 
Universiteti i Kosovës (1981-1983), 
Historical Dictionary of Kosova

The Collapse of Yugoslavia, 1991-99,
History is herstory Too: The History of Women in Civil Society 

in Kosovo 1980 – 2004
Lëvizjet Studentore Për Republikën e Kosovës, 1968, 1981 dhe 1997

Under Orders: War Crimes in Kosovo

Humanitarian Law Violations in Kosovo

Open Wounds: Human Rights Abuses in Kosovo, 

Serbët dhe Shqiptarët Ndër Shekuj, Vëllimi II
Kosovo Report: Conflict, 

International response, Lessons Learned
Kosova: Luftë dhe Hakmarrje

Nën Lupë: Të Drejtat në Kosovë

Mbijetesa e Universitetit të Prishtinës, 1991-1994,
Kosovo: The Politics of Identity and Space, 

Kosovo: A Short History, 
The Road to Independence: A chronicle of the Ahtisaari Plan, 

Rrëfimi i Një Jete Për Kosovën
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Thinking about Yugoslavia: Scholarly Debates about the Yugoslav 
Breakup and the Wars in Bosnia and Kosovo,

Midis Serbëve dhe Shqiptarëve: Një Histori e Kosovës

Bujku

” Bujku,

” Bujku

…”. Bujku,

”.
Bujku

”. Bujku

Bujku,
”

Bujku

”, Bujku

Bujku

”. Bujku

” Bujku

Bujku,

” Bujku
, Bujku

Bujku

Rilindja
Bota e Re

Bota e Re

. Bota e Re,

Bota e Re
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