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Institute of History „Ali Hadri“ - Prishtina, Republic of Kosovo

The model of development for Ottoman-style cities in the 
territory of Kosova from the 15th century to the first decade of the 20th century 
revolved around a distinctive triad: the local market, the mosque, and the 
bazaar. In the early periods of ottoman rule, mosques were strategically built in 
places where there was local market. This was done intentionally, since these 
were places where a significant number of people gathered. The bazaars and 
other type of buildings, as part of the mosque complexes, played an important 
role in the formation and development of cities during the Ottoman period as 
well. Thus, directly impacting the formation and growth of cities. Among these 
elements, the bazaars held a special significance, as they became the reference 
point of cities. And this was due, mainly because of their character, which was 
of craft, commercial and economic importance. The bazaars were more than 
just places of trade; they became emblematic reference points for cities, 
drawing local citizens and people from surrounding regions, who integrated 
these bustling spaces into their daily lives. In addition to their economic and 
commercial functions, the bazaars held immense historical, social, and cultural 
importance. As the centuries passed, living and engaging with the bazaars 
became inseparable from the life of Kosovar cities, and these spaces became an 
integral part of the collective memory and identity of the inhabitants.

Throughout the centuries, the bazaars in Kosova became inseparable 
from daily life, contributing to the region's unique charm and heritage. 
However, this rich historical fabric has suffered significant losses as many 
bazaar shops fell victim to destruction. The destruction occurred over time due 
to exposure to the natural elements and human interventions, but there were 
also cases of intentional and planned destruction. These intentional and 
systematic destructions started immediately after the conquest of Kosova by 
Serbia in 1912. Urban and spatial plans as well as various military armaments 
during the Albanian-Serbian war in Kosova from 1998 to 1999 were 
responsible for deliberate and systematic mass destruction of the bazaars. 
Although, the types and methods of destruction varied, the underlying purpose 
remained consistent. This was done with the aim to destroy, the cultural, social, 
and economic significance of the bazaars, to change the physiognomy 
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structure, and style of the old traditional cities in Kosova. Thus, by destroying 
Albanian tangible and intangible heritage and replacing it with the conqueror's 
creations, the conquerors sought to erase the cultural identity and history of the 
local autochthonous population.

This study aims to explore the motives, methods, and intentions behind 
the targeted bazaar destruction, drawing upon relevant documents, past 
evidence, and available literature. By understanding the reasons behind such 
destructive actions, it becomes possible to preserve and safeguard the 
remaining bazaar heritage and restore a sense of continuity with the past. 
Through this research, we can shed light on the historical, cultural and social 
values of these bazaars, emphasizing the importance of their conservation, 
protection, and promotion for future generations. By safeguarding these 
heritage sites, Kosova can maintain a link to it's past and continue to celebrate 
the legacy of its ancestors, fostering a deeper sense of identity and pride among 
its inhabitants.

Kosovo, bazaars, architecture, destruction, cultural 
heritage, ottoman.

Model razvoja osmanskih gradova na teritoriji Kosova od 

ulogu u oblikovanju i razvoju gradova tijekom osmanske vladavine, direktno 
su imale

a

su bile
referentne ta

ekonomskih i trgovinskih funkcija, su imale ogroman historijski,

na Kosovu nerazdvojno povezali s 

historijski 
su mnoge 
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Violence taking place: The architecture of the Kosovo Conflict

Heritage of Prishtina: Remained heritage of Prishitna -Trashëgimia 
e Prishtinës: Trashëgimia e mbetur e Prishtinës
Arkitektura e ndërtesave publike në Prishtinë: 1945-1990- Faktorët shoqëror dhe formësues
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Urban Space and War: The Destruction and Reconstruction of 
Sarajevo-Palgrave Studies in Cultural Heritage and 

Urbicide: The politics of urban destruction

Joint Force Quarterly,

The destruction of memory: Architecture at war
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Cultural heritage and human rights
, Urbicide

New and old wars: organized violence in a global era

Shpërngulja e shqiptarëve sipas programeve kombëtare serbe- Që nga 
Naçertanija e Ilija Grashaninit (1844) deri te ndarja e Kosovës sipas Dobrica Qosiqit (2004)

Kosova- Histori e shkurtër e një treve qendrore ballkanike

Shpërngulja e shqiptarëve, 
Ibidem,
Ibidem
Ibidem,
Ibidem,



107

Destruction of Old Bazaars in Kosova 

H
IS

TO
RI

JS
KI

 P
O

G
LE

D
I 1

0 
- H

IS
TO

RI
CA

L 
V

IE
W

S 
10

Ibidem,
Shpërngulja e shqiptarëve, 
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vakfs)

Kosova gjatë shekujve XV,XVI dhe XVII: Administrimi, ekonomia, shoqëria dhe 
lëvizja popullore

Univers

The Muslim World Journal

Kosova,

Journal of Architecture and 
Planning

Prizren od srednjeg veka do carvemenog doba: Urbanisti ko- arhitektonski 
razvoj

Qyteti shqiptar gjatë Rilindjes Kombëtare
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Antikitetet e Kosovës-
Starine Kosova

Trashëgimia monumentale në Kosovë- Monumental Heritage in Kosova

Qyteti,
Studija o revitalizaciji

Qyteti,
Kosova,
Kosova, Esnafet shqiptare (Shekujt XV-XX)

Prizren grad spomenik slika grada
Prizreni i lashtë: Morfologjia e ecurive 
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për ruajtjen e kulturës materiale, Ura, çarshia dhe Lagjja 
Arasta

Ura,
Feja, kultura dhe 

tradita islame ndër shqiptarët (simpozium ndërkombëtar)
Violence taking,

Studija regeneracije i revitalizacije Velike 

Dictionary of Islamic architecture
Ura, çarshia
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Ura, Prizreni i Lashtë,
Prizren od Ura, çarshia, 

Ura, çarshia, 
Ibidem,
Ibidem,

Prizreni i Lashtë, 
Ibidem,
Ibidem,
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10 bezistan

Ibidem,
Violence, 

Prish-ti-na
Arkitektura, 

Violence taking, 
Arkitektura

Violence, Prish-ti-na
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The destruction of cultural heritage in Kosovo 1998-
1999: a post-war survey, Kosovo Cultural Heritage Project

Monumentet e shkatërruara në Kosovë 1998/99- Destroyed monuments 
in Kosova 1998/99

Monumentet e shkatërruara,.
Trashëgimia Historiko-Kulturore e Kosovës (gjendja dhe dëmet)

The destruction, 
Monumentet e shkatërruara,

Trashëgimia,

Çarshia e Madhe e Gjakovës- Grand Bazaar of 
Gjakova

Trashëgimia,
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Çarshia What happened in Kosovo? 1998-1999: A 
documentation

The destruction, 
Çarshia

Trashëgimia monumentale,
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Challenges of researching war 
crimes in Kosova 1998 to 1999: presentations from the international conference held in Prishtina 
on december 16, 2011

Under orders- War crimes in Kosovo. 

The destruction,
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Prizren. Arasta Neighborhood in 1955.

Peja. Long Bazaar.

Trashëgimia e shkatërruar në Kosovë 1998/1999 - Destroyed heritage in 
Kosova 1998/1999,



117

Destruction of Old Bazaars in Kosova 

H
IS

TO
RI

JS
KI

 P
O

G
LE

D
I 1

0 
- H

IS
TO

RI
CA

L 
V

IE
W

S 
10

Gjakova. Grand Bazaar.

Vushtrri. The Old Bazaar after destruction in 1999.
Shkatërrimi i trashëgimisë kulturore në Kosovë 1998-1999
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Peja. The Long Bazaar after destruction in 1999.
Shkatërrimi i trashëgimisë kulturore në Kosovë 1998-1999

Gjakova. The Grand Bazaar after destruction in 1999.
Shkatërrimi i trashëgimisë kulturore në Kosovë 1998-1999
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Trashëgimia Historiko-Kulturore e 
Kosovës (gjendja dhe dëmet)

The destruction of memory: Architecture at war
Urbicide: The politics of urban destruction

Monumentet e shkatërruara në Kosovë 1998/99- Destroyed 
monuments in Kosova 1998/99

Trashëgimia e shkatërruar në Kosovë 1998/1999 - Destroyed heritage 
in Kosova 1998/1999,

Xhamia e Hadumit Çarshia e Gjakovës- Hadum Mosque Bazaar in 
Gjakova

Trashëgimia monumentale në Kosovë- Monumental Heritage in 
Kosova

Ura, çarshia dhe Lagjja Arasta
The destruction of cultural heritage in Kosovo 

1998-1999: a post-war survey, Kosovo Cultural Heritage Project

Violence taking place: The architecture of the Kosovo Conflict

New and old wars: organized violence in a global era

What happened in Kosovo? 1998-1999: A documentation

Prizren od srednjeg veka do carvemenog doba: Urbanisti ko-
arhitektonski razvoj

Dictionary of Islamic architecture
Prizren grad spomenik slika grada

Shpërngulja e shqiptarëve sipas programeve kombëtare serbe- Që nga 
Naçertanija e Ilija Grashaninit (1844) deri te ndarja e Kosovës sipas Dobrica Qosiqit 
(2004)

Studija regeneracije i revitalizacije 

Urban Space and War: The Destruction and 
Reconstruction of Sarajevo -Palgrave Studies in Cultural Heritage and 

Kosova gjatë shekujve XV,XVI dhe XVII: Administrimi, ekonomia, 
shoqëria dhe lëvizja popullore

Çarshia e Madhe e Gjakovës- Grand Bazaar of Gjakova

Arkitektura e ndërtesave publike në Prishtinë: 1945-1990- Faktorët 
shoqëror dhe formësues

Kosova- Histori e shkurtër e një treve qendrore ballkanike
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Esnafet shqiptare (Shekujt XV-XX)

Qyteti shqiptar gjatë Rilindjes Kombëtare

Prizreni i lashtë: Morfologjia e ecurive për ruajtjen e kulturës 
materiale, 

Cultural heritage and human rights

Univers

Feja, 
kultura dhe tradita islame ndër shqiptarët (simpozium ndërkombëtar)

The Muslim World Journal

Challenges of 
researching war crimes in Kosova 1998 to 1999: presentations from the international 
conference held in Prishtina on december 16, 2011

Heritage of Prishtina: Remained heritage of Prishitna -
Trashëgimia e Prishtinës: Trashëgimia e mbetur e Prishtinës

Joint Force Quarterly,

Journal of 
Architecture and Planning

Antikitetet e 
Kosovës- Starine Kosova

Under orders- War crimes in Kosovo. 


