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Institut za balkanistike sa Centrom za trakologiju 
Bugarska akademija nauka, Bugarska 

  

 This paper explains that Bulgaria took the responsibility to be 
the only country to recognise the independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
already in January 1992, with the deep conviction that only in this way equality 
could be achieved between all former Yugoslav republics, and specifically for 
Bosnia and Herzegovina – the impending tragedy could be prevented. The 
chronological framework of the article presents Bulgarian foreign policy from 
the mid-1980s to the international recognition of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 
statehood in April 1992. In the early 1990s Bulgaria had a special interest and 
a specific concern regarding the process of rethinking the existing relations 
between the detached republics in the multinational Yugoslav federation. When 
negotiations on the future of Yugoslavia ended in failure in the spring of 1991, 
the Bulgarian Foreign Ministry developed a new approach in relations with 
Yugoslavia. The emphasis shifted from contacts with the leadership of the 
federation to contacts with the leaderships of the republics. As soon as Croatia 
and Slovenia declared their independence on June 25, 1991, the official 
Bulgarian position followed that of the European Community (EC), which had 
initially advocated the preservation of the Yugoslav federation. At the same time, 
Sofia expressed its principled view that the individual Yugoslav republics were 
free to exercise their inalienable right to self-determination. Already during the 
early autumn of 1991, Sofia officially received guests at government level from 
Croatia, Slovenia and Macedonia. After them, Bulgaria’s attention turned to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Bulgarian ambassador in Belgrade visited 
Sarajevo on 22 and 23 October 1991. He held an impressive number of meetings 
covering the whole spectrum of state and party institutions. At the end of 1991 
Bulgaria was preparing to establish full relations with the Yugoslav republics. It 
was ready to recognise their independence, but it had stated an official position 
that it would synchronise concrete steps in this respect with the moves of the EC. 
The positions of Turkey and Greece were also important for Bulgaria. On 
January 13, 1992, the Bulgarian Foreign Ministry decided to include Bosnia and 
Herzegovina „in a package” with the other Yugoslav republics to be recognised 
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announced on 15 January 1992. Some Bulgarian politicians had some concerns 
about Bosnia and Herzegovina, which had not even yet held a referendum on 
secession from Yugoslavia. The opinion of the Bulgarian Prime Minister Philip 
Dimitrov was decisive: „It was more beneficial for me to look incompetent in 
constitutional and legal terms on the issue of Bosnia than to create a mess for 
me and be one of the people who encouraged Milosevic to enter Bosnia”. 
Although it claimed that it was relying on the criteria adopted by the EC, 
Bulgaria actually went much further than the EC, which only recognised 
Slovenia and Croatia. Sofia’s recognition of Bosnia and Herzegovina was 
symbolically important because it came in a moment of rising extreme internal 
conflict when the whole of Europe was silent and hesitant how to react. 

Break-up of Yugoslavia, International recognition of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria’s foreign policy, European Community, 1992. 

 
 

Ovaj rad objašnjava da je Bugarska preuzela odgovornost da 
bude jedina zemlja koja je priznala nezavisnost Bosne i Hercegovine ve  u 
januaru 1992. godine, s dubokim uvjerenjem da se samo na taj na i 
ravnopravnost izme u svih bivših jugoslovenskih republika, i konkretno za Bosnu 
i Hercegovinu – mogla sprije iti nadolaze a tragedija. Hronološki okvir lanka 
predstavlja bugarsku vanjsku politiku od sredine 1980-ih do me unarodnog 
priznanja nezavisnosti Bosne i Hercegovine u aprilu 1992. godine. Ranih 1990-
ih Bugarska je imala poseban interes i specifi nu zabrinutost u vezi sa procesom 
preispitivanja postoje ih odnosa me u odvojenim republikama u 
multinacionalnoj jugoslovenskoj federaciji. Kada su pregovori o budu nosti 
Jugoslavije završili neuspjehom u prolje e 1991, bugarsko Ministarstvo vanjskih 
poslova razvilo je novi pristup u odnosima s Jugoslavijom. Naglasak se prebacio 
sa kontakata s rukovodstvom federacije na kontakte s rukovodstvima republika. 

im su Hrvatska i Slovenija proglasile nezavisnost 25. juna 1991, zvani ni 
bugarski stav slijedio je onaj Evropske zajednice (EZ), koja je prvobitno 
zagovarala o uvanje jugoslovenske federacije. Istovremeno, Sofija je izrazila 
svoj principijelni stav da su pojedina ne jugoslovenske republike slobodne da 
ostvare svoje neotu ivo pravo na samoopredjeljenje. Ve  tokom ranih jeseni 
1991, Sofija je zvani no primila goste na nivou vlade iz Hrvatske, Slovenije i 

Bugarski ambasador u Beogradu posjetio je Sarajevo 22. i 23. oktobra 1991. 

partijskih institucija. Krajem 1991. Bugarska se pripremala za uspostavljanje 
punih odnosa s jugoslovenskim republikama. Bila je spremna da prizna njihovu 
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nezavisnost, ali je iznijela zvani ni stav da e konkretni koraci u tom smislu biti 
ke tako

Bugarsku. Trinaestog januara 1992, bugarsko Ministarstvo vanjskih poslova 
odlu ilo je uklju iti Bosnu i Hercegovinu “u paket” s drugim jugoslovenskim 
republikama koje 
zvani no je objavljena 15. januara 1992. Neki bugarski politi ari imali su 
odre  
referendum o odcjepljenju od Jugoslavije. Mišljenje bugarskog premijera Filipa 
Dimitrova bilo je odlu uju e: “Bilo je korisnije za mene da izgledam nesposobno 
u ustavnopravnom smislu u vezi s pitanjem Bosne nego da napravim nered za 
sebe i budem jedan od ljudi koji su potakli Miloševi a da u e u Bosnu”. Iako je 
tvrdila da se oslanja na kriterije koje je usvojila EZ, Bugarska je zapravo otišla 
mnogo dalje od EZ, koja je priznala samo Sloveniju i Hrvatsku. Priznanje Bosne 
i Hercegovine od strane Sofije bilo je simboli
rastu eg ekstremnog unutrašnjeg sukoba kada je cijela Evropa bila tiha i 
nesigurna kako reagovati. 

 
Raspad Jugoslavije, me unarodno priznanje Bosne i 

Hercegovine, bugarska vanjska politika, Evropska zajednica, 1992.

The Hour of Europe: Western Powers and the Breakup of Yugoslavia
Balkan tragedy Chaos and 

dissolution after the Cold War, 
Triumph of the Lack of Will. International Diplomacy and the Yugoslav War,

The break-up of Yugoslavia and international law
Europe and the Recognition of New States in Yugoslavia
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Rafinerija nafte Brod

ALMANAH

Historijska misao  
   (1989 - 1992 )
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       (1989–1995),

    (1989 – 1995)
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Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation
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    (1989 – 1995)
The war in Bosnia-Herzegovina: Ethnic Conflict and International 

Intervention
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The war in Bosnia-Herzegovina
Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation

Planovi, sporazumi, izjave o ustavnom ustrojstvu Bosne i 
Hercegovine 1991 – 1995
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Planovi, sporazumi, izjave o ustavnom ustrojstvu Bosne i Hercegovine 1991. – 1995
The Hour of Europe: Western Powers and the Breakup of 

Yugoslavia

European Journal of 
International Law
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    (1989 – 1995)
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The Hour of Europe: Western Powers and the Breakup of Yugoslavia
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, International Journal on Information Technologies & Security
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  :  j     
(1990-1993)

Mediterranean Quarterly
Mediterranean Politics
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,
 

Balkan tragedy. Chaos and dissolution after the Cold War
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Svobodna 
Bosna

Islamic Declaration

 2001
 .
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International Journal on Information Technologies & Security
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UN Document S/23404, Letter dated 9 January 1992 from the Permanent 
Representative of Bulgaria to the United Nations addressed to the President of 
the Security Council

Annex I, Decision dated 15 January 1992 of the 
government of Republic of Bulgaria concerning recognition of Yugoslav 
republics

c. Letter dated 20 January 1992 from the Permanent 
Representative of Bulgaria to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-
General. 

Letter dated 16 April 1992 from the Permanent 
Representative of Bulgaria to the United Nations addressed to the President of 
the Security Council
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Planovi, sporazumi, izjave o ustavnom ustrojstvu Bosne i 
Hercegovine 1991 – 1995

Planovi, sporazumi, izjave o ustavnom ustrojstvu Bosne i Hercegovine 1991. – 1995

The war in Bosnia-Herzegovina: Ethnic Conflict and 
International Intervention

Europe and the Recognition of New States in Yugoslavia

The Hour of Europe: Western Powers and the Breakup of Yugoslavia

Triumph of the Lack of Will. International Diplomacy and the Yugoslav 
War,  

The break-up of Yugoslavia and international law

Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation
Balkan tragedy. Chaos and dissolution after the Cold War
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