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Since the pre-colonial period to the post-colonial era, public 
health administration has been intertwined with several issues ranging from the 
inadequacy of public health facilities and health workers, improper settlement 
planning, insanitary conditions, inadequate laws, their implementation and 
enforcement of same. Using a qualitative approach of research, the study focused 
on the historical interpretation of the challenges and effects of public health 
administration on health workers and patients in Ghana. This empirical study 
focused on responses from workers in the Accident and Emergency Department 
of the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital (KBTH), Ghana. The study teased out 
information from expert informants to make useful generalizations to shape 
public health administration in relation to similar facilities in Ghana and 
elsewhere in Africa. Among other things, it also studies how reported sicknesses 
and or medical cases such as COVID-19 and the management of same at the 
Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital in contemporary times. Again, based on the 
empirical responses, the study provided empirical prescriptions to help improve 
public health administration in health facilities in Ghana, which has wider 
ramifications for related facilities on the African continent. Attention and 
resources should not only be given to clinical care, to the neglect of public health. 
Efforts should cut across every sector of healthcare and fully equip the office of 
public health administration to do a more efficient work. There is also the need 
to make inferences from the various past challenges and effects of public health 
administration in the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital and Ghana at large to know 
how to deal with similar challenges emanating from the day to day running of 



407

Public Healthcare Administration in Ghana: A focus on the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital (1923-2020) 

H
IS

TO
RI

JS
KI

 P
O

G
LE

D
I 1

1 
- H

IS
TO

RI
CA

L 
V

IE
W

S 
11Ghana’s health institutions including the required preparednes to deal with 

epidemics and pandemics at the local and national levels. 

Public Healthcare Administration, Korle-Bu Teaching 
Hospital (KBTH), Health Workers, Patients, Ghana

Od prekolonijalnog perioda do postkolonijalne ere, 
upravljanje javnim zdravstvom bilo je isprepleteno s nekoliko problema, 
uklju uju i nedostatak javnih zdravstvenih objekata i zdravstvenih radnika, 
nepravilno planiranje naselja, nezdrave uvjete, nedostatak zakona, te njihovu 
implementaciju i provo enje istih. Koriste
studija se usredoto ila na historijsko tuma enje izazova i utjecaja upravljanja 
javnim zdravljem na zdravstvene radnike i pacijente u Gani. Ovo empirijsko 

ilo se na odgovore radnika u Odjelu za nesre e i hitne 
slu ajeve Bolnice Korle-Bu (KBTH) u Gani. Studija je izdvojila informacije od 
stru nih informatora kako bi napravila korisne generalizacije za oblikovanje 
upravljanja javnim zdravljem u odnosu na sli ne objekte u Gani i drugdje u 
Africi. Me
slu ajevi poput COVID-19 i njihovo upravljanje istima obra uju u Bolnici 
Korle-Bu u suvremenom dobu. Tako er, temeljem empirijskih odgovora, studija 

re posljedice za povezane objekte na 
afri iti samo na 
klini
sektor zdravstva i potpuno opremiti ured za upravljanje javnim zdravljem kako 
bi obavljao efikasniji posao. Tako er je potrebno izvla iti zaklju ke iz razli itih 

tjecaja upravljanja javnim zdravljem u Bolnici Korle-Bu i 
Gani op enito kako bi se znalo kako se nositi s sli nim izazovima koji proizlaze 
iz svakodnevnog vo enja zdravstvenih institucija u Gani, uklju uju i potrebnu 
pripremljenost za suo avanje s epidemijama i pandemijama na lokalnoj i 
nacionalnoj razini. 

Upravljanje javnim zdravstvom, Bolnica Korle-Bu 
(KBTH), zdravstveni radnici, pacijenti, Gana. 
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