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Yugra State University, Russia Federation  

  

The purpose of the study is to compare the Prison Reform of 
1879 carried out in Russia with the requirements of the Standard Minimum Rules 
for the Treatment of Prisoners adopted by the United Nations in 1955. The study 
was conducted on the example of the Tobolsk prison complex of the late XIX  
early XX centuries, based on practically achieved results. The sources of the 
study were the materials of the State Archives of the Tyumen, Omsk, Tomsk 
regions, as well as the State Archives of the Russian Federation. The 
methodological basis of the study combines two approaches: modernization and 
civilizational, using two methods: comparative historical and actualization. The 
scientific novelty of the work lies in a new look at the Prison Reform of 1879 
through modern European standards of the rights of prisoners.  

The results of the Prison Reform of 1879 were compared with the 
requirements of the UN on the following grounds: prohibition of discrimination, 
protection of religious rights, compilation of a register of prisoners, their 
breakdown into categories, sanitary conditions and nutrition, education, 
libraries, recreation, work and work of prison inspections. The comparison 
showed that at the turn of the XIX  XX centuries, the Tobolsk prison complex 
( Prison Castle ) was an advanced penitentiary institution of that time, not only 
generally conforming to European standards of the mid-XX century, but partly 
surpassing them. The Russian government planned to extend the achieved 
experience to other places of detention, but the process was interrupted by the 
revolution of 1905-1907.  

The results of the study showed that in Russia, the humanization of 
imprisonment was based not only on the principles of utility and rationalism, but 
in many respects  on Orthodox ideas of mercy, therefore, initially coincided 
with future European standards. Meanwhile, some reform measures turned out 
to be premature, as they were carried out in conditions of exceptional poverty of 
the rest of the Russian people and the absence of the concept of human rights  
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11in their lives. This contradiction became one of the links in the system of socio-

economic problems that eventually led Russia to revolution.  

Human rights, humanization, penitentiary system, Western 
Siberia, execution of punishments, prisoners

Cilj studije je uporediti Zatvorsku reformu iz 1879. godine s 

usvojila Ujedinjene nacije 1955. godine. Studija je sprovedena na primjeru 
Tobolskog zatvorskog kompleksa kasnog XIX - ranih XX vijeka, na osnovu 

 
-historijski i aktualizaciju. 

 

UN-

ishrana, obrazovanje, biblioteke, rekreacija, rad i rad zatvorskih inspekcija. 
Uporedba je pokazala da je Tobolski zatvorski kompleks ( Zatvorski dvorac ) 
na prelazu XIX - 

zatvore, ali je proces prekinula revolucija 1905-1907.  
Rezultati studije pokazali su da je u Rusiji humanizacija zatvorske kazne 

aspektima - 

ruskog naroda i odsustva koncepta ljudskih prava  
kontradikcija postala je jedna od veza u sistemu socijalno-ekonomskih problema 
koji su na kraju doveli Rusiju do revolucije. 

Ljudska prava, humanizacija, kazneno-popravni sistem, 
Zapadni Sibir, 
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Modern Society and Power

Bulletin of St. 
Petersburg University

Bulletin of the Kuzbass Institute



121

Human Rights and Humanization of the Execution of Punishments in the History of Western Siberia

H
IS

TO
RI

JS
KI

 P
O

G
LE

D
I 1

1 
- H

IS
TO

RI
CA

L 
V

IE
W

S 
11

Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (adopted at the 
First UN Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders on August 30, 1955

Penitentiary Law: Legal Theory and Law Enforcement Practice
Siberia prison: the penitentiary system of Western Siberia in 1801-

1917
News of the Omsk State 

Museum of History and Local Lore Tobolsk Prison castle: 
pages of history

Works of young scientists of the Altai 
State University

Bulletin of the Vladimir Law Institute
Colonies and prisons in Soviet Russia

The history of the tsar's prison
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Tobolsk Prison castle: pages of history



123

Human Rights and Humanization of the Execution of Punishments in the History of Western Siberia

H
IS

TO
RI

JS
KI

 P
O

G
LE

D
I 1

1 
- H

IS
TO

RI
CA

L 
V

IE
W

S 
11



124

M. Sc. Elena V. FROLOVA 
H

IS
TO

RI
JS

KI
 P

O
G

LE
D

I 1
1 

- H
IS

TO
RI

CA
L 

V
IE

W
S 

11

Report of the Tobolsk Prison Inspection for 1898

Report of the Tobolsk Prison Inspection for 1898
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Prison Bulletin
Siberia and hard labor
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Trip to Tobolsk

A brief outline of the prison system and measures in the field of prison affairs 
in Russia for 1900-1903.

Information about morbidity and mortality among prisoners in places of detention of a civil 
department

Supplement to the sanitary report of the Main Prison Department for 1883

Trip to Tobolsk
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Report of the Tobolsk Prison Inspection for 1898

Prison Bulletin

Information about 
morbidity and mortality among prisoners in places of detention of a civil department. (1882)

Tobolsk Prison castle: pages of history
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Tobolsk Prison castle: pages of history

Ibidem
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Trip to Tobolsk

Bulletin 
of the Voronezh State University

Bylye Gody

. Bulletin of the Kostroma State University

Trip to Tobolsk

Penitentiary Law: Legal Theory and Law Enforcement Practice
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Siberia prison: the penitentiary system of Western Siberia in 1801-
1917.

Prison Bulletin, 2,

Bulletin of the Voronezh State University, 2,
The history of the tsar's prison.
Hard labor and vagabonds of Siberia.

Information about morbidity and mortality among prisoners in places of detention of a 
civil department.

Penitentiary Law: Legal Theory and Law Enforcement Practice, 1 (1),

Works of young 
scientists of the Altai State University, 12-1,

Bulletin of the Vladimir Law Institute, 1 (2), 

Siberia and hard labor.

Trip to Tobolsk.

News of the Omsk State Museum of History and Local 
Lore, 11,
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The Modern History of Russia, 3 (20), 

Bylye Gody, 42 (4)
Tobolsk Prison castle: pages of history.

Bulletin of the Kostroma State 
University, 
Prison Bulletin (1909), 11,  
Report of the Tobolsk Prison Inspection for 1898.

Colonies and prisons in Soviet Russia.

A brief outline of the prison system and measures in the field of 
prison affairs in Russia for 1900-1903. 

Supplement to the sanitary report of the Main Prison Department for 1883
 

Bulletin of St. 
Petersburg University, 

Bulletin of the Kuzbass Institute, 4 (37), 

Modern Society and Power, 4 (10), 


