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University of Prishtina „Hasan Prishtina” – Republic of Kosovo 

 Izvorni Original scientific article 

On April 7, 1939, Italy's invasion of Albania marked a 
significant escalation in Benito Mussolini's imperialist aspirations. This 
invasion, driven by Mussolini's expansionist policies, swiftly resulted in the 
conquest of Albania. The country's strategic importance to Italy had long been 
recognized, making it a target for Italian territorial ambitions. The invasion 
precipitated the rapid departure of King Ahmet Zogu from Albania, as Italian 
forces quickly established control over the country. This event underscored 
Albania's vulnerability to external powers and its susceptibility to being 
manipulated for geopolitical gains. 

In this study, I aim to provide insights into the events surrounding 
Albania's occupation during World War II, drawing from Polish documents of 
the time. Polish diplomats and ambassadors were extensively informed about the 
situation in Albania and were able to offer objective perspectives, often 
emphasizing Poland's lack of political interest in the region. Additionally, the 
analysis incorporates data obtained from popular Polish newspapers of the era, 
which published articles and featured numerous photographs, providing 
valuable context to understand the political dynamics in Albania during this 
period. 

The role of the Polish ambassador in Rome, Wieniawa D ugoszewski, 
was pivotal in informing Italy's connections about the invasion of 
Albania.Through diplomatic channels, D ugoszewski facilitated communication 
regarding the unfolding events in Albania, contributing to a better understanding 
of the situation among allied nations. 

Following Italy's occupation of Albania, King Ahmet Zogu sought refuge 
in various countries, including a visit to Warsaw in July 1939. This visit, 
documented through studies and photographs from the time, sheds light on the 
diplomatic efforts and interactions between Albania and its allies during this 
tumultuous period. Additionally, key documents such as Ahmet Zog's letter to 
Wladyslaw Sikorski, the Polish Prime Minister in London, and Antoni Balinski's 
correspondence regarding Britain's stance towards Zogu provide valuable 
insights into the diplomatic maneuvers undertaken by Albania and its allies. 
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remain, such as the absence of a report from a Polish officer who was part of the 
British mission in Albania. This underscores the challenges in fully 
understanding Albania's situation post-Italian occupation and during Nazi 
Germany's subsequent annexation. 

The impact of World War II on Albania was profound, leading to 
significant political, social, and economic upheavals. The invasion by Italy and 
subsequent occupation, followed by Nazi Germany's annexation, plunged 
Albania into a period of turmoil and conflict. The partisan warfare that ensued, 
led by communist factions under the direction of Enver Hoxha, further intensified 
the country's struggles. 

The aftermath of the war left Albania fundamentally transformed, with 
the establishment of a communist regime led by Enver Hoxha, which endured for 
decades. The war's legacy left an indelible mark on Albania, shaping its 
governance, society, and economy for years to come. 

 Albania, Italy, diplomatic documents, Ahmet Zogu, war. 
 

 
Dana 7. aprila 1939, invazija Italije na Albaniju ozna ila je 

zna ajnu eskalaciju imperijalisti
vo kom politikom, brzo je rezultirala 
osvajanjem Albanije.  Strateški zna aj zemlje za Italiju odavno je bio prepoznat, 
što ju je inilo metom italijanskih teritorijalnih ambicija.  Invazija je ubrzala brzi 
odlazak kralja Ahmeta Zogua iz Albanije, pošto su italijanske snage brzo 

aj je naglasio ranjivost Albanije 
kih koristi. 

aje oko albanske okupacije 
tokom Drugog svjetskog rata, oslanjaju i se na poljske dokumente tog vremena.  
Poljske diplomate i ambasadori su bili opširno informisani o situaciji u Albaniji 
i bili su u stanju da ponude objektivne perspektive, esto naglašavaju i 
nedostatak politi kog interesa Poljske za region. Pored toga, analiza uklju uje 
podatke dobijene iz popularnih poljskih novina tog doba, koje su objavljivale 
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The local Foreign Ministry confirmed the fact that Italy had joined the 
implementation of the plans for Albania, which, however, were not specified, it 
was only explained that the intervention was taking place at the „request of King 
Zog regarding the danger that threatens Albania”, and that the invasion of this 
country had not yet been decided.  

Ibidem
Ibidem

Polskie dokumenty dyplomatyczne 1939 stycze -sierpie , 



138

M. Sc. Donika AVDULLI
H

IS
TO

RI
JS

KI
 P

O
G

LE
D

I 1
1 

- H
IS

TO
RI

CA
L 

V
IE

W
S 

11

 This photo shows the Polish ambassador in Rome,  
General Boleslav Wieniawa D ugoszowski, while getting off the plane.6 

Dziennik Zachodni  
Diary of the Minister, Italian before and during the war

“capturing the four hills”.
If Hitler had to count with such a puppet, 

he would never have conquered either Austria or Czechoslovakia. 
 Monarchy does not like fascism because fascism is a monoparty and the 

kings would like countries to be divided into camps.

This angers me 
greatly, because I consider it a very dangerous thing for us to fire the first shot 
in this troubled and inflammable Europe.  

Pami tnik straconego ministra, W ochy przed i w czaszie wojny. 

Ibidem
Ibidem
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dangerous and more than ever convinced that no one will want to interfere in our 
accounts with Albania. 

The telegram confirmed his decision to reach a military solution, 
while at the same time urging him to begin negotiations. While I left by plane at 
6 am. We arrived in Durrës at 7.45. We saw only a few people in Durrës, they 
must have resisted there, because I saw several units, as if fighting for the port. 
We continued to Tirana. In the streets of the capital we moved completely freely 
and calmly. I communicated with Duce and informed him about the situation. He 
was quite satisfied, especially because there was no reaction from 
internationals.    

Dziennik Polski, 
 Albania is fighting, : I remember very well that 

in October 1938 I received confidential information that Hitler, wanting to thank 
Mussolini for his help during the Munich discussions, had agreed to the 
annexation of Albania by Italy. I did not use this news as a journalist at that time, 
because my Albanian and Turkish friends, whom I asked to check this 
information, assured me that they had deceived me and that by publishing this 
information I would become an involuntary tool of German propaganda. 11

Great Friday

Ibidem
Albania Walczy. 
Ibidem
Ibidem
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Expres Zag bia,
Albania’s strong 

denial of rumors about its submission to Italy,
 To put an end to the one-sided 

messages spread by the press and radio, the last days , the press office of the 
Albanian Legation in France has the honor to report the following: Albania will 
maintain its independence, sovereignty and integrity. It will also not allow 
foreign troops to land on its territory. For the defense alliance concluded between 
Albania and Italy in 1928, canceling the pact concluded in Tirana in 1926 and 
not renewed in 1931, this agreement does not in any case authorize Italy to the 
end and it cannot intervene to maintain order in Albania.16 

: Yugoslavia 
worried

Albania is preparing for war 
and promises to fight to the last man

Ibidem
Ibidem
Ostre zaprzeczenie Albanii wobec poglosek o jej uleg o ci przed W ochami. 

Jugos awia Zaniepokojona.
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 The Albanian Prime Minister announced in the parliament 
the birth of the heir to the throne, who was received by the room with loud 
applause. Across the country there was also a military parade in front of the king 
and the royal family.  

  

 This photo shows the article „Albania is fighting”  
presented in the newspaper Dziennik Polski.19 

Albania przygotowuje si  do wojny i obiecuje walczy  do ostatniego cz owieka.

Albania Walczy. 
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 This photo shows the article: „Diary of the Minister, Italy before and during 

the war”, published in the newspaper Dziennik Zachodni.20 
 
 

Great Friday

Pami tnik straconego ministra, W ochy przed i w czaszie wojny. 
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In the following, we are presenting some photographs of Ahmet Zogu 
and his wife Geraldina taken in Warsaw: 

 
 The photo shows the car in which Ahmet Zogu arrived  

in Warsaw in July 1939.24 

Wojna Brytyjsko-Francuska 1940, 
Albania w czaszie II wojny wiatowej i pocz tkowych latach 

komunistycznej dyktatury. (Cz.I od wybuchu wojny do kapitulacji w och).

Albania Przewodnik, 
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 Queen Geraldine is shown in the photo together with  

Ahmet Zogu during the visit to Warsaw.25 
 

 The King of Albania Ahmet Zogu I together with his wife 
 accompanied by many other people, Warsaw July 1939.26 

 
 

Note for Albania, regarding King Zog’s letter to the Prime Minister, 
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Ibidem
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 This photo shows the letter that Ahmet Zogut sent to the  

Polish Prime Minister in London, W adys aw Sikorski.30 
 
 

Note to the Ambassador, 
: With the instructions 

of the Ambassador, I turned to the Foreign Office and asked them what is the 
position of the British Council regarding the issue raised from King Zog 
considering that they are also victims of aggression.

Ibidem
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On October 3, we were asked what answer the Prime Minister proposed 
regarding the letter of King Zog, where he expressed the hope that Albania will 
be represented in the inter-allied conferences.
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Por’Linka from the stay in Albania (it is about 
a Polish officer who was part of the British mission in Albania).

 After the fall of Italy in 1943, the 
Germans declared Albania as an independent state and expanded the borders a 
little further. In an appeal addressed to the Albanians, they declared that they do 
not recognize Albania as an occupied state and that they intended to settle only 
in some important strategic points. The Germans promised not to interfere in 
Albania’s internal affairs and not to use Albanian troops for war purposes. Of 
course, these promises were not kept from the beginning. Albania is a kingdom 
with a Regency Council. The Regency Council consisted of Mehdi Frashëri, Lef 
Nosi and Safa Ulqinaku. Xhafer Deva was appointed prime minister by the 
Regency Council. Xhafer Deva was a well-known careerist from the Kosovo 
region. Xhafer Deva, being one of the biggest enemies of the Serbs, left his 
country to end the cooperation with the Germans. He created two Albanian SS 
divisions (in German uniforms) which, with about 8,000 men each, were the only 
army that did not hesitate to take part in anti-British expeditions. The Albanian 
government has changed four times since its creation. In January 1944, Xhafer 
Deva resigned and after some quick changes, Rexhep Mitrovica became prime 
minister, a very pro-allied man, capable, intelligent and a great opponent of 
Russia and the communists. He immediately engaged his personal and political 
friends in the cooperation, such as Fiqri Dine, Hysni Dema / chief of 
gendarmerie/, Rizo Drini / prefect of Shkodra district/, Cene Lezi / family head 
of Ndreu, etc. All of these are known to me, emphasized the Polish officer. Fiqri 
Dine former influencer of the government. Currently Prime Minister and 
Minister of Internal Affairs. This same year, in the fall of 1943, the activity of the 
partisans increased.  
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nationalists

Tirana

Ibidem
Ibidem
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Ibidem
Ibidem
Ibidem
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Ibidem
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 I myself was a 
guest in the house of Hadji Neka for two days, when I tried to sneak out of the 
gathering and was received in a very hospitable manner, although all his men 
took part in the actions on the side of the Germans. 

Odret
Odret

Ibidem
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I have encountered Gestapo activity only in the districts of Dibra, 
Luma, Gostivar, Tetova, Kîrçova and Prizren.

Ibidem
Ibidem
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Albania has two enemies, internal and external – we can protect you from 
the external enemy, and you must protect yourself from the internal enemy.

 “Death to Fascism” – “Freedom 
of the Nation”. 

Ibidem
Ibidem
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organization. Also, I have not heard that any Polish emigrant has been to 
Albania. 
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Dziennik Polski Dziennik Zachodni Expres 
Zag bia
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Dziennik Polski Dziennik Zachodni Expres Zag bia
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Albania przygotowuje si  do wojny i obiecujewalczy  do ostatniego cz owieka. 

Albania Walczy. 
Jugos awia Zaniepokojona
Ostre zaprzeczenie Albanii wobec pog osek o jejuleg o ci przed W ochami.

Pami tnik straconego ministra, W ochy przedwojn  i w czaszie wojny. 

Albania Przewodnik
Albania w czaszie II wojny wiatowej i pocz tkowych latach 

komunistycznej dyktatury. (Cz.I od wybuchu wojny do kapitulacji w och). 

Faszyzm i okupacje 1938-1945. 
Powstanie Ludowej Republiki Albanii 1944-1949. 

Wojna Brytyjsko-Francuska 1940. 
Polskie dokumenty dyplomatyczne 1939 stycze -sierpie . 

 
 
 


