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This research holds great significance not only for the 
Albanians of Kosovo in the former Yugoslavia but also for the entire Balkan 
region during a highly important historical period between 1989 and 1991. It 
gives a succinct history of Kosovo, detailing Serbia's legal persecution and the 
nonviolent protests of the Albanians. This research combines a variety of official 
documents, local and worldwide literature, as well as international actions and 
judgments, using an analytical approach to the sources to create a thorough 
comprehension of the events and their causes. During the late 1980s and early 
1990s, the Serbian state undertook a series of constitutional and legal changes 
that resulted in the limitation of Kosovo's autonomy. These restrictive changes 
caused a series of peaceful civil and political reactions from the Albanian 
population in Kosovo. Conscious of their position, the Albanians of Kosovo strive 
to assert their rights and preserve their cultural identity. This research aims to 
describe the constitutional and legal acts of the Serbian state as well as the 
political and civic responses of the Albanians in Kosovo. The study examines the 
cause-and-effect link between the oppressive acts of the Serbian government 
(cause) and the responses of the Albanian community (effect), illuminating the 
intricate dynamics that molded the course of the area. The research attempts to 
provide a nuanced and comprehensive view of the period of political and legal 
uncertainty by evaluating these changes within the specified timeframe. The 
methodology used in this research is based on material analysis, employing 
descriptive, historical, and analytical methods. The expected results of this 
research emphasize the challenges that Kosovo faces in the context of political 
and legal insecurity. The research highlights human rights violations, socio-
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11political struggles, and efforts to preserve the identity of the Albanian 

community. The study also shows the reactions of the international community 
to these events and the impact of external actors on the situation in Kosovo. In 
conclusion, this research presents the answers to the research questions or 
hypotheses. It also explains why the years between 1989-1991 were a period that 
led to the beginning of an end for the system of the former Yugoslavia. It is 
evident that these years marked a critical and significant turning point in the 
disintegration of the former Yugoslavia. The legal repressions and political 
turmoil experienced by Kosovo during this period were decisive in the dissolution 
of the so-called Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY). Understanding 
the events between the years 1989 and 1991 is crucial from a future analytical 
standpoint to comprehend the larger historical framework of Kosovo and the 
Balkans since these events had an impact on the neighboring nations as well. By 
concentrating on this significant time period, which had a significant influence 
on Kosovo's history and its road to liberation and independence, this research 
seeks to add to scholarly discourse. Recognizing the struggles and resiliency of 
the Albanian community over these years might provide important lessons for 
tackling problems and boosting stability in the area as Kosovo develops and 
moves forward. 

 
Kosovo, province, former Yugoslavia, 1989-1991, 

insecurity, legal-political status. 
 
 

Ovo e 

o 

Albanaca. Ovo e 

a i njihovih 
uzroka. Tokom kasnih 1980-ih i ranih 1990-

reakcija albanske populacije na Kosovu. Svjesni svoje pozicije, Albanci Kosova 
nastojali su 

 -

 i sveobuhvatni pogled na 
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period politi ke i pravne neizvjesnosti ocjenjuju i ove promjene unutar 
odre
bazira se na analizi materijala, koriste i deskriptivne, historijske i analiti ke 
metode. O
Kosovo suo ava u kontekstu politi e 
kršenja ljudskih prava, sociopoliti ke borbe i napore za o uvanje identiteta 
albanske zajednice. Studija tako e prikazuje reakcije me unarodne zajednice na 
ove doga aje i uticaj spoljnih aktera na situaciju na Kosovu. Zaklju no, ovo 

ka pitanja ili hipoteze. Tako e 
objašnjava zašto su godine izme u 1989. i 1991. bile period koji je doveo do 
po etka kraja sistema bivše Jugoslavije. O igledno je da su ove godine ozna ile 
kriti nu i zna ajnu prekretnicu u raspadu bivše Jugoslavije. Pravne represije i 
politi
odlu uju e u raspadu tzv. Socijalisti ke Federativne Republike Jugoslavije 
(SFRJ). Razumijevanje doga aja izme u 1989. i 1991. godine je klju no iz 
budu e analiti ke perspektive kako bi se shvatio širi historijski okvir Kosova i 
Balkana, budu i da su ovi doga aji imali uticaj i na susjedne nacije. 
Koncentriraju i se na ovaj zna ajan period, koji je imao veliki uticaj na historiju 
Kosova i njen put do oslobo
doprinijeti nau noj diskusiji. Prepoznavanje borbi i otpornosti albanske 
zaj
unapre ivanje stabilnosti u regionu dok Kosovo razvija i napreduje. 

 
Kosovo, pokrajina, bivša Jugoslavija, 1989-1991, 

nesigurnost, pravno-politi ki status



261

The Years of Uncertainty and Insecurity: The Legal and Political Status of Kosovo between 1989-1991 

H
IS

TO
RI

JS
KI

 P
O

G
LE

D
I 1

1 
- H

IS
TO

RI
CA

L 
V

IE
W

S 
11

RQ1: Why did the discontent occur within the Kosovo Albanian 
population?  
RQ2: What were their main demands? 
RQ3: What did the whole battle for the positioning of the 
Albanians in the former Yugoslavia produce?   

Journal of Southern Europe and the Balkans,
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Hiperboreea,
, European Institute of Public Administration, 
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Conflict - International response - Lessons learned - The independent 
international commission on Kosovo,

Nën pushtetin e urdhërave: Krimet e luftës në Kosovë

Kosova-Një histori e shkurtër:
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Population during the years 1981-1991, by Albanian and Serbian ethnicity 
(The percentage and the difference during this 10-year period)

Ndryshimet demografike të popullsisë së Kosovës në periudhën 
1948-2006

Institute 
for European Integration,

The Guardian
Ibidem.

(77.4%) (13.2%) (9.4%) (100%) 

(81.6%) (9.9%) (8.4%) (100%) 

+369.336 

(+26%) 

-15.608 

(-7.4%) 
+22.164 +371.756 
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Military Law in Kosovo (1989) -

Law on “Special Circumstances” in Kosovo (1990)

Law on the Annulment or Dissolution of the Assembly of Kosovo (1990) 

Serbian Constitution of September 1990

Human rights in Kosovo, Sandzak, and Vojvodina, 

.
Ibidem.

Kosovo profile - Timeline
Human rights in Kosovo, Sandzak, and Vojvodina, 

.
Ibidem.
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The political philosophy of Albanian question, 
emphasizes that: The title Authentic Democracy does not imply questioning the 
provisions and basic principles of democracy (multi-party system, free elections, 
the parliament, political freedoms, suffrage, and so on) but on the contrary, 
starting from their acceptance, aims to determine what would be authentic, both 
in their practical implementation and in their acceptance by society. The title 
does not question the content of democracy that will be determined jointly by the 
federal / confederal constitution, and other agreements within it, but, on the 
contrary, by the commitment to determine what would be authentic, specific to 
Kosovo, would aim to emphasize what is possible, fair and necessary in the given 
situation... In other words, the title Authentic Democracy implies the fact that the 
fight for equal status of the Republic of Kosovo does not only mean the fight for 
the admission and equal treatment of Albanians in Yugoslavia and beyond it, but 
also the effort and fight to build its identity (political, etc) based on its self-

Human and Social Sciences, 
Nën pushtetin e urdhërave: Krimet e luftës në Kosovë

Conflict - International response - Lessons learned - The independent 
international commission on Kosovo,
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Filozofia politike e çështjes shqiptare
Ibidem.

Journal of Liberty and 
International Affairs, 

Autonomy Abolished: How Milosevic Launched Kosovo’s 
Descent into War

Nën pushtetin e urdhërave: Krimet e luftës në Kosovë

Journal of Liberty 
and International Affairs, 
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Human rights in Kosovo, Sandzak, and Vojvodina, 

.
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GDP per capita in Yugoslavia: 1980 – 1989.

March 27, 1989

Constitutional Declaration of the Assembly of Kosovo (July 2, 1990)

Making the History of 1989

Human rights in Kosovo, Sandzak, and Vojvodina, 

.
Chronology for Kosovo Albanians in Yugoslavia,  
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August 29, 1990

September 7, 1990

September 17, 1990

September 28, 1990

September 26-30, 1991

Human rights in Kosovo, Sandzak, and Vojvodina, 

.
Ibidem.

Chronology for Kosovo Albanians in Yugoslavia,  
 

Human rights in Kosovo, Sandzak, and Vojvodina, 

.
Ibidem.
Ibidem.
Ibidem.
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Human and Social Sciences

Journal of Liberty and 
International Affairs

European Institute of Public Administration

Autonomy Abolished: How Milosevic Launched 
Kosovo’s Descent into War

Filozofia politike e çështjes shqiptare
Nën pushtetin e urdhërave: Krimet e luftës në Kosovë

Human rights in Kosovo, Sandzak, and 
Vojvodina, Hearing before the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, on 
hundred third Congress, second session

Hiperboreea
Making the History of 1989
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Kosova-Një histori e shkurtër

The 
Guardian

Institute for 
European Integration

Journal of 
Liberty and International Affairs

Journal of Southern Europe and the Balkans

Ndryshimet demografike të popullsisë së Kosovës në 
periudhën 1948-2006

Conflict - International response - Lessons learned - The 
independent international commission on Kosovo

Chronology for Kosovo Albanians in Yugoslavia


