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FOUNDATIONS AND PROGRESSION OF HIGHER
EDUCATION IN KOSOVO (1960-1970)

Abstract: With a particular focus on higher education between 1960
and 1970, this theoretical research aims to elaborate and shed light on the
educational developments in Kosovo over the XXth century. The study aims to
address every issue raised by the subject without neglecting its chronological
aspect. The development of higher education in Kosovo has been examined,
debated, and discussed in light of the political, economic, and social changes
that occurred in Kosovo during this time period, as well as how those changes
affected the development of higher education.

The current study deals with two main issues in the history of higher
education in Kosovo: the first, “Pedagogical and professional schools in
Kosovo, 1960-1970"; and the second, “The opening of faculties in Prishtina, as
a branch of the University of Belgrade, 1960-1970". It deals with the factors
and reasons for the opening of the first faculties in Prishtina, the development
and consolidation of the Faculty of Philosophy in 1960, the Faculty of Law and
Economics in 1961, the Faculty of Technology in 1965; and the Faculty of
Medicine in 1969.

This study was prepared and written using a scientific methodology,
largely employing archive sources, the historical press in Albanian and other
languages, as well as selected historiographical and pedagogical literature,
etc. During the scientific research, based on numerous sources, an effort was
made to research, elaborate, analyze, and reach the most accurate conclusions
about the development and role of higher education in Kosovo during the 1960-
1970 period.

This scientific effort stands out from others since I was able to bring
together these innovations from all of the authors and the research that has
been conducted thus far. As it stands, first of all, it is the first research that
examines the entire issue of Kosovo's educational development and its journey
inside the Yugoslav Federation for the years 1960—1970 in the field of higher
education in Kosovo. Second, it refers to the periodization of the development
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of higher education, namely the early stages of that growth that are influenced
by societal, political, economic, and educational developments. Thirdly, it
highlights the reasons and influences that have shaped Kosovo's educational
advancement and general growth by contrasting them with those of the
Federation. Fourth, I have reflected the political and ideological effects of state
institutions on the curricula by using historical archival sources. I have also
prepared statistical data in order to compare its development over a ten-year
period to that of other institutions in the Yugoslav Federation.

Key words: Education, advancement, faculty, Kosovo, high school,
development.

OSNOVE I NAPREDAK VISOKOG OBRAZOVANJA
NA KOSOVU (1960-1970)

Apstrakt: S posebnim osvrtom na visoko obrazovanje izmedu 1960. i
1970. godine, ovo teorijsko istraZivanje ima za cilj da razjasni i osvjetli
obrazovne procese u Kosovu tokom XX vijeka. Studija se bavi svakim pitanjem
koje postavilja ova tema, ne zanemarujuci njen hronoloski aspekt. Razvoj
visokog obrazovanja na Kosovu ispitan je, raspravijen i analiziran u svijetlu
politickih, ekonomskih i socijalnih promjena koje su se dogodile u Kosovu
tokom ovog perioda, kao i nacina na koji su te promjene uticale na razvoj
visokog obrazovanja.

Aktuelna studija se bavi sa dva glavna pitanja u historiji visokog
obrazovanja na Kosovu: prvo, “Pedagoske i strucne skole u Kosovu, 1960-
19707; i drugo, “Otvaranje fakulteta u Pristini, kao grane Univerziteta u
Beogradu, 1960-1970". Istrazuje faktore i razloge za otvaranje prvih fakulteta
u Pristini; razvoj i konsolidaciju Filozofskog fakulteta 1960. godine; Pravni i
Ekonomski fakultet 1961. godine;, Tehnoloski fakultet 1965. godine; i
Medicinski fakultet 1969. godine.

Ova studija je pripremljena i napisana koriste¢i naucnu metodologiju,
uglavnom oslanjajuci se na arhivske izvore, historijsku Stampu na albanskom i
drugim jezicima, kao i na odabranu historiografsku i pedagosku literaturu, itd.
Tokom naucnog istrazivanja, na osnovu brojnih izvora, nastojalo se istraziti,
elaborirati, analizirati i doci do najtacnijih zakljucaka o razvoju i ulozi visokog
obrazovanja u Kosovu tokom perioda 1960-1970.

Ovaj naucni napor se izdvaja od drugih jer se uspjelo prikupiti ove
inovacije svih autora i istrazivanja koja su do sada sprovedena. Prvo, ovo je
prva studija koja ispituje cjelokupno pitanje obrazovnog razvoja Kosova i
njegov put unutar Jugoslovenske Federacije za godine 1960—1970 u oblasti
visokog obrazovanja na Kosovu. Drugo, odnosi se na periodizaciju razvoja
visokog obrazovanja, odnosno rane faze tog rasta koje su pod uticajem
drustvenih, politickih, ekonomskih i obrazovnih desavanja. Trece, istice razloge

250



Foundations and progression of Higher education in Kosovo (1960-1970)

i uticaje koji su oblikovali obrazovni napredak i opsti rast Kosova, uporedujuci
ih sa onima iz Federacije. Cetvrto, odrazio sam politicke i ideoloske efekte
drzavnih institucija na kurikulume koristeci historijske arhivske izvore. Takode
smo pripremili statisticke podatke kako bih se uporedio njegov razvoj tokom
desetogodisnjeg perioda s razvojem drugih institucija u Jugoslavenskoj
Federaciji.

Kljuéne rijeti: Obrazovanje, napredak, fakultet, Kosovo, srednja
skola, razvoj.

Introduction

The study aims to address every issue raised by the subject without
neglecting its chronological aspect. The lack of research on the development of
higher education in Kosovo as a whole, specifically, has been my inspiration
and driving force in choosing this topic as my area of study. I hope that my
modest contribution will help shed light on the first phase of Kosovo's higher
education, from 1960 to 1970, when the country's first pedagogical and
professional schools and faculties were established. The fact that my studies in
this area will help me advance professionally and prepare me for my role as a
professor at the University of Prishtina's Faculty of Education, enabling me to
aid in the education of students in Kosovo, is another motivating factor.
However, I am aware that my study is not a thorough study of the subject,
which encourages me and gives me the responsibility of devoting myself to
further research in this area in the future. On the other hand, it will inspire and
support other researchers to conduct similar studies, thereby increasing
knowledge on specific issues.

The study is primarily based on the archival sources of the State
Agency of Archives of Kosovo in Prishtina, extracting, choosing, and critically
evaluating their rich documentation. The study benefited greatly from research
done in the Central Archive of the Albanian State as well as the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Albania. As I was unable to access the primary sources from
the Albanian archives directly, I also evaluated and used published documents
as secondary sources in my study. This added depth and value to the study. The
archival records in the Belgrade archives, which are not now accessible to
Kosovo researchers, are also interesting in addressing the difficulties and
problems of the growth of higher education in Kosovo during these years.

The paper also draws on a substantial body of national and international
historiographical literature. The publications from the University of Prishtina
and higher education institutions on the occasions of their founding
anniversaries have surely been very helpful to me in this study. The data of
these publications has been viewed critically, taking into account the limitations
and influences of the time of their publication. Additionally, they have been
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contrasted with other sources. Without reviewing the literature written about
the Kosovo issue from the time it was first raised after the Second World War
until the present, the study could not take on its full form. The very extensive
body of rich Albanian literature on the subject of Albanians and the history of
Kosovo served as a reference for how to approach scientific arguments and
indisputable data in my work.

Without looking through the journals and press of the era in Kosovo
and elsewhere, the discussion of the growth of higher education and all of its
activities during the years 1960-1970 would be incomplete. I browsed and
critically examined the viewpoints of the Kosovo press at the time. I offered the
perspective of the Serbian press in Belgrade along with the press in Kosovo.
The Serbian press has assisted me in filling this gap since I am unable to access
the records in the Belgrade archives and since their attitudes and reactions to
the events in Kosovo are noted and reported in the press for the wider public. In
the presented study, the chronological criterion was combined with the
problematic one. The paper contains an abstract, an introduction, and two
issues: “Pedagogical and professional schools in Kosovo, 1960-1970” and “The
opening of faculties in Pristina, as a branch of the University of Belgrade,
1960-1970.”

Higher pedagogical and professional schools in Kosovo, 1960-1970

This issue, titled “Pedagogical and Professional High Schools in
Kosovo, 1960-1970,” examines the pedagogical and professional-technical
education provided in high schools such as the Higher Pedagogical Schools in
Pristina (1958), Prizren (1962), and Gjakova (1967), as well as the technical-
economic higher schools that served as the foundation of higher education in
Kosovo.

There are numerous internal and external variables that contributed to
Kosovo's beginnings in higher education. The Higher Pedagogical School was
established in Prishtina in 1958 as a need for teacher preparation, marking the
beginning of higher education in Kosovo. This fact is accepted by many
researchers and by our historiography, especially education researchers, such as
Jashar Rexhepagiqi, Abdullah Vokrri, Sultane Koj¢ini-Ukaj, Abdylaziz Veseli,
Hajrullah Koliqi, etc. Higher education in Kosovo started with this school.

In gymnasiums and regular schools, teachers were trained for the lower
primary cycle. The establishment of the eight-year school system as obligatory
education in 1952 made it necessary to prepare the staff for the high subject
cycle, which runs from the fifth to the eighth grade. The High Pedagogical
School had the right to admit students who had finished the gymnasium and the
normal school with the desire to become teachers of the high subject cycle up to
the eighth grade of the primary school.
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If one were to look at it from a different perspective and ask “why in
the late 1950s and early 1960s, higher education would start in Kosovo after all
those measures and actions that the Serbian regime had taken toward Albanians
in this period,” it is not a coincidence that this school was initially only in the
Serbian language because the educational reform that was being developed
during this time was for closing those upper-secondary schools, which were
scarce in the Albanian language and in that language.!

There was a rise in educational attendance in this framework up until
the eighth grade, especially in primary education. This information on the
number of students in Kosovo is provided by statistics. There were 189,649
students enrolled in total during the school year 1963—1964; 62.9 percent of
them were Albanian. We believe the following factors contributed to this
increase: the Yugoslav Federation's policy against illiteracy, which was
developed and made illegal by law; parents' desire for their children to receive
an education; better economic conditions; learning in the mother tongue; the
opening of schools in rural areas, etc. All of these factors had an impact on the
rise in the proportion of children enrolled in primary school.

No. of primary school 189.649 100%
students

Albanian 119.310 62,9%
Serbian and Montenegrin 66.895 35,3%
Turkish 3.444 1,8%

No. of upper-secondary o
school students 20.148 100%
Albanian 9.701 48.,2%
Serbian and Montenegrin 9.981 49,5%
Turkish 466 2,3%
No. of students 5.888 100%
Albanian 2.184 37,1%
Serbian 2.881 48,9%

Others 823 14%

Table 1. The number of primary and secondary school students,
as well as students at higher education institutions and faculties,
in Kosovo during the school year 1963-1964.>

As we can see, there is a huge gap between primary and secondary
education. Only 10.6% of primary school graduates went on to complete their
secondary education, while 48.2% of students were Albanian and the majority
were Serbian and Montenegrin. Legal considerations played a role in this

! Higher Pedagogical School in Prishtina (1958-1998) - 40 years of HPS, University of Prishtina,
Prishtina: 1998, 6.

2 The author's overview, supported by overviews of Kosovo and Metohija from 1943 to 1963...,
(no page numbers).
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situation because secondary education was not compulsory, secondary schools
were located in urban areas, and families lacked the financial means to send
their children to these schools, let alone women. On the other hand, the
majority of the Albanian population was engaged in agriculture and needed
labor. We add here the tradition and culture of Albanian education, which were
undoubtedly important factors that influenced this issue.

There were a total of 5,888 students in Kosovo's higher schools, and the
situation there was not acceptable or satisfactory. Their participation in higher
education was 29.2% of the total number of secondary school students.
Compared to other students who made up the majority, only 37.1% of Albanian
students participated. However, if we compare the academic year 1963—64 to
the academic year 1961-62, we observe that the proportion of Albanian
students increased by 9%, from 28.1% in the 1961-62 school year to 37.1% in
the 1963—64 school year. It was a low percentage relative to the large number
of Albanians, increasing by an average of 4.5% each academic year.

According to the aforementioned data, Kosovo's educational system
appears to have lagged behind that of other Yugoslavian provinces and
countries. The fact that there were not enough primary and secondary schools in
Kosovo up until the academic year 1969—1970 is also reflected in the archival
statistics of Albania. There were 68 secondary schools and 807 eight-year
schools.*According to the reports of the Ministry of Education of Albania, the
education in these schools did not meet the needs and requirements for the
education of the population. Primary schools were attended by 85% of children.
Similarly, the low level of attendance of students in vocational secondary
education was the result of the concentration of vocational secondary schools
more in large urban centers than in the rural parts of the country, where the
highest percentage of the population was concentrated. This meant that many
villages did not have a four-grade primary school, and students had to travel
miles during the day to get to these schools in the larger villages where they
existed. On the other hand, secondary schools were mainly in the main cities.
Many small towns did not have secondary schools, and students had to travel to
the large centers where these schools operated. The number of dormitories and
scholarships for students was minimal, and this had the effect of many
Albanian students being unable to continue their secondary education,
especially those from remote rural areas. There was a significant difference
between men and women attending various schools. Due to their conservatism
and the schools' distance from their homes, the latter were significantly less
interested in these schools than the men. There was a shortage of teaching staff
in both elementary and secondary schools, and the level of the existing staff
was deemed to be unacceptable. The existing staff were also underqualified. An
even worse situation existed in higher schools and faculties, where only eight

3 AQSH, F. 511, V. 1970, D. 168, 19-23. Report of the Ministry of Education and Culture on:
Data on education in Kosovo, Tirana, 1970.
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doctors and 21 masters of Albanian nationality were among the 330 teachers
employed there. There was also a shortage of school premises, textbooks,
teaching aids, etc. This situation was much poorer compared to other centers in
Yugoslavia. As a result of the lack of premises and sufficient school space, in
many of them, teachers worked in three shifts.*

From these comparisons and interpretations, we can conclude that only
the primary school had a fairer inclusion compared to the population data that
Kosovo had in this period, while other education systems were discriminatory
towards the Albanian population, which, according to the official census of
1961, constituted 67.1% of the population of Kosovo.

General population 963.988 100%
Albanian 646.631 67,1%
Serbian 227.016 23,5%
Montenegrin 37.588 3,9%
Turkish 25.761 2,7%
Others 26.989 2,8%

Table 2. Composition of the population of Kosovo by nationality,
based on the official census of 1961.°

The data shows that there were 6,354 teachers in the 1963—1964 school
year. There was one teacher for every 29.9 students in the 189,649 students that
were enrolled in primary schools. However, when we look at the ratio of
Albanian teachers to students, we find that one teacher had 35.5 students.
Albanian teachers had 12.5 more students than their Serbian and Montenegrin
counterparts, with the ratio for Serbian and Montenegrin teachers being one
teacher for every 23 students. We conclude from these statistics that the school
in the Albanian language was not comparable to the school in the Serbian
language in terms of teachers, facilities, or environment for teaching and
learning. This was difficult for both teachers and students. In another
perspective, this numerical ratio between students and teachers, especially the
Albanian ones, was a fundamental reason for the opening of higher schools and
the qualification of the pedagogical framework for primary schools.

School year 1959-60 1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64

No. of schools 111 116 127 165 191

Table 3. Number of primary schools in the years, 1959-1964.°

4 Ibidem, 21.

3 The author's overview, supported by overviews of Kosovo and Metohija from 1943 to 1963...,
(no page numbers).

¢ Kosova e Metohija 1943-1963, Prishtiné 1963.
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A professional teaching staff was also needed as the number of primary
schools in Kosovo increased between 1959 and 1964 due to the high demand
for education in the Albanian language among the schools. Therefore, the
Higher Pedagogical School of Prishtina's opening of these branches—especially
the Albanian Language and Literature branches—was essential. It was the only
high school in Prishtina that prepared professionals to meet the demands of
Kosovo's schools.”

If comparing the higher education institutions of Kosovo with those of
the Republic of Serbia in 1957, it turns out that it had 38 such institutions®,
which prepared staff for its various educational, cultural, economic and other
fields.’Only this year did Prishtina High School open, the only high school in
Kosovo. The basis and cornerstone of higher education is undoubtedly the
Higher Pedagogical School of Prishtina, which laid the foundations of higher
education as a window to the education of Albanians, Serbs, and other
nationalities, so necessary for the time and circumstances political and social
that prevailed in Kosovo. The Higher Pedagogical School in Prishtina was
considered the “Embryo of higher education in Kosovo” and, as its leaders
declared, it should be called the “Faculty of Pedagogy”!®, due to the many
teaching branches, which within it covered all the subject program of the eight-
year school system in Kosovo, but also beyond.

The legal by-laws for the establishment of higher education institutions
were the decisions issued by the People's Council of Kosovo, in support of the
highest legal act of the “Statute” of Kosovo, whereby, according to it, “Kosovo
regulates affairs in the interest of the general in the fields of economy,
education, culture, etc.”!! Thanks to these powers, with the decision of the
Provincial People's Council of Kosovo, no. 378, dated November 22, 1957'2,
the first institution of higher education in Kosovo was formed, as it was then
called the Higher Pedagogical School. It started its operation on October 1,
1958, because the academic year began in October and continued until
September 30 of the following year. Studies at the Higher Pedagogical School
were two years. The first period of this school, from the year 1958-59 to the
year 1962-63, is considered the consolidation phase of the Higher Pedagogical
School of Prishtina.'?

This school started operating with two teaching branches in the Serbo-
Croatian language. At first, there were two branches: the Mathematics-Physics

7J. Vatovci, Shkollat e larta dhe fakultetet né KSAK, 133-144.

8 Minir Dushi, Universiteti i Kosovés (1981-1983), special editionby the Universityof Prishtina,
Prishtiné 2004, 27.

° Faculties, Academy of Arts, high schools, superiors.

10 Shkéndija Newspaper, no.11, June 15, 1974.

11'7. Demi, Zhvillimi i sistemit edukativ dhe arsimor né Kosové, 213.

12 State Agency of Archives Kosovo (hereinafter: ASHAK), Fund (F): 317, Official Gazette of
KSA of Kosovo Prishtina. Decision of the Provincial People's Council of KAKM, no. 378, on 22.
11.1957.

13 Higher Pedagogical School in Pristina, 8.
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branch and the Biology-Chemistry branch.'* For the first time, 96 regular
students and 53 part-time students were enrolled as students at this school,
which was the only one of its kind in Kosovo." In the academic year 1959-60,
two more teaching branches were opened: Albanian Language and Literature,
as well as the Basics of Technical Education with Physics.'As other branches
of this school were added, the number of regular professors, as well as short-
term employees, increased. In the academic year 1960-61, two new branches
were opened, such as Russian Language and Literature and English Language
and Literature."”Within this school, in 1961, the following branches were
opened in Prizren: Serbo-Croatian Language and Yugoslav Literature; and
Albanian Language and Literature. '® Later, other branches were opened, which
became independent on December 7, 1962, thus creating the High Pedagogical
School in Prizren.

According to the data, in the first year (1958-59), there were only 96
regular students in the HPS of Prishtina. In the academic year 1969-70, 865
regular students were enrolled, of which 615 were in the Albanian language
branch and 250 in the Serbo-Croatian, and 887 were part-time students, while
in 1958-59 there were only 53. Of the 41 teachers engaged in the teaching
process, 29 were for teaching the Albanian language and 11 for the Serbo-
Croatian language.'” A rather modest number, a total of 356 from all the
branches that operated during this period, is seen from this data on the
graduation of students in the Higher Pedagogical School during a period of 10
years when comparing the number of enrolled students with that of graduates.

Higher education also found extension in other areas of Kosovo, where
besides Prishtina, the Higher Pedagogical School was opened in Prizren as
well. This school was founded by the decision of the People's Council of the
Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija (hereinafter: APKM), dated
December 7, 1962.%° As an independent school, it began work on February 16,
1963, with the decision of the Council for Education and Culture of APKM.
The High School of Prizren in its first year of formation had only two study
programs: Albanian Language and Literature and Serbo-Croatian Language and
Literature.? There were 122 students in these branches, of which 43 were

4 University of Pristina 1970-1990, Pristina 1990, 61. Published in the framework of the 20th
anniversary of the activity of the University of Pristina; University of Pristina 1970-2005 — 35th
anniversary, Pristina 2005, 200. Published in the framework of the 35th anniversary of the
activity of the University of Pristina; Higher Pedagogical School in Pristina, 8.

15 Jusuf Vatovci, Shkollat e larta dhe fakultetet né KSAK - Formimi i Universitetit t& Kosovés
dhe veprimtaria kérkimore-shkencore, né Pérparimi, no. 1, Prishtin€: 1984, year XXXIX, 133-
144.

16 Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-2005, 201.

17 Ibidem.

18 Ibidem.

19 Higher Pedagogical School in Pristina, 15-23.

20 SAAK, p. 317, Official Journal, KAKM Decision, no. 20/62.

2! Shkéndija Newspaper, no.11-12, Prishtiné, June 1, 1972.

257

HISTORIJSKI POGLEDI 12 - HISTORICAL VIEWS 12



HISTORIJSKI POGLEDI 12 - HISTORICAL VIEWS 12

Ass. Dr. Sefedin RAHIMI

regular students and 79 were part-time students. The foundations of higher
education in this city were laid with the establishment and independence of this
high school.?? It would become the center for the preparation of education staff
not only for Prizren but also for the neighboring provinces. During the
following years, it also grew with new branches.

The Turkish Language and Literature Teaching Branch relocated from
Prizren to the Higher Pedagogical School in Prishtina in December 1965 as a
result of a resolution passed by the Provincial Assembly of Kosovo. In order to
fill the enormous staffing gap, additional branches were established, including
those for mathematics, the Albanian language and literature, physics, and
chemistry. The branch for dramatic art was also established in the academic
year 1968-1969 as well.?® Later, in 1973-74, with the establishment of the
Academy of Arts and the Faculty of Physical Education and the Section of
Oriental Studies in the Faculty of Philosophy, these branches, such as: Music
Education, Figurative Education, Physical Education, and the branch of Turkish
Language and Literature, became part of these faculties.?*

Pedagogical education was extended to other centers besides Prishtina
and Prizren. In Gjakové, in 1967, the Higher Pedagogical School®® was opened,
which bore the name of the patriot “Bajram Curri”.?® As a need of the time and
as a continuation of an educational tradition that this place had from the normal
school that was opened in 1946, it arose and continued its activity on the
foundations of this school building. This school was created as a result of the
all-round socio-economic and educational development of the country.?’This
school had the following introductory branches: Albanian Language and
Literature, History-Geography, and Mathematics. 459 regular students and 422
part-time students were enrolled in them, of which 16 students were of Serbian
and Montenegrin nationality.?®

The High Pedagogical School of Gjakova, like any other high school,
had acts and elements of self-government. It had its own statute, which was
approved on April 2, 1968, as well as the self-governing bodies that were: the
working community; school seniority; council of teachers; group council
(branch); council of the year; and school assembly.?’

In addition to the governing bodies, the Higher Pedagogical School had
a head, who was the main authority that coordinated and managed the activity

22 J. Vatovci, Shkollat e larta dhe fakultetet né KSAK, 133-144.

23 University of Prishtina 1970-1990, 61; University of Prishtina 1970-2005, 201.

24 Higher Pedagogical School in Prishtina, 10.

25 SAAK, p. 317, Official Gazette. Decision of the Assembly of Gjakova no. 01-5354/1, dt. July
29, 1967.

26 With the decision of the Association of Veterans of the National Liberation War of the
municipality of Gjakova, no. 78/77 dated 05.3.1977, the school is named “Bajram Curri”.

21 Higher Pedagogical School “Bajram Curri” Gjakové - 20th anniversary (1967-1987),
University of Prishtina, Gjakové 1987, 17.

28 University of Prishtina 1970-1990, 96.

2 Ibidem, 66.
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of its bodies. Since the lessons were conducted only in the Albanian language,
the principal of this school was Prof. Besim Bokshi.

Higher pedagogical education was a strong basis for the development
of higher education in Kosovo. It improved elementary or compulsory
education with teaching staff. Pedagogical education not only completed one of
the levels of education but also influenced the educational aspect. This was a
very important element that played a very positive role in the emancipation and
education of society, because the authority of the teachers who came out of
these schools was very great and respected by the people. It was important that
schooling was also in the Albanian language.

Higher professional education

Higher professional-technical education was developed in Kosovo in
addition to higher pedagogical education. This demand resulted from the
requirement for the training of technical personnel for the growth of industry,
for which Kosovo possessed ample natural resources. On the other hand, there
were enormous expectations placed on secondary school graduates who wanted
to pursue higher education. There was a considerable need for qualified
workers with advanced degrees in the socialist system of Yugoslavia, which
nationalized and collectivized work in firms.

The economic-commercial high school in Pejé, which was called
“Velko Vlahovi¢”, was founded by the decision of the Provincial Council of
Kosovo and Metohija on September 1, 1960.° The school started operating in
the school year 1960—61 with 11 regular teachers and 7 associates, where 103
regular students and 224 part-time students were enrolled in two branches: a
branch for commercial work and a branch for financiers.’' In the school year
1969-70, the branch for tourism and hotels was opened, while the branch for
financiers ceased its activity due to the lack of interest of candidates in this
field.’?> The teaching process was carried out in Serbo-Croatian in this school
and in all higher educational institutions until 1969. The Albanian language was
introduced following constitutional revisions and adjustments to the statute on
the languages of all ethnicities and minorities of the SFR of Yugoslavia. Before
the University of Prishtina was established, this institution continued to train
personnel in the subject of economics. Later, like all higher educational
institutions, it operated as a separate division within the university.

Agriculture, as the main branch of Kosovo's economy, suffered from
the lack of specialists in this field. To fill this gap and need, the Regional
Council of APKM on August 1, 1960, took decision no. 3314, to establish the
Higher Agricultural School in Prishtina.>* In order to prepare students for

30SAAK, p. 317, Official Journal. Decision of KAKM, no. 25/60, 25.1X.1960.
31, Vatovci, Shkollat e larta dhe fakultetet né KSAK, 135-144.

32 University of Prishtina 1970-1990, 68.

3 SAAK, p. 317, Official Journal. Decision of KAKM, no. 19/60.
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careers in agricultural production, such as those in the fields of agriculture,
agronomy, and animal husbandry, the school began operations in the 1960—
1961 academic year. There were initially 60 regular students, 183 part-time
students, 9 regular teachers, and 14 associates* In 1962, the first specialists in
the fields of agriculture and animal husbandry graduated, and this continued
until 1973, with the establishment of the Faculty of Agriculture at the
University of Prishtina.

A lack of employees in the technical and mineral-metallurgical sciences
existed in Kosovo in 1961 as a result of the development and advancement of
various enormous projects that supported the local and global economies. In
1960, the People's Council in Pristina decided to establish the Technical High
School, which featured the following branches: Civil Engineering, Electrical
Engineering, and Machinery.

I.  to prepare qualified staff with higher technical education for civil
engineering, electrotechnics, and machinery;

II.  to cooperate with state institutions and economic enterprises for the
perfection of existing staff and, as necessary, to organize trainings,
seminars, ctc;

III.  to convey their experience and organization in the teaching process;

IV.  To educate students as conscious citizens of the socialist community.3’

This school continued until the establishment of the Technical Faculty
in Pristina, in 1965.

Professional-technical higher education was also developed in
Mitrovica as a mining and metallurgical center, due to the company “Trepga”,
which had a great need for qualified workers, especially for technicians and
engineers. For the first time in 1961, the Technical High School was opened by
decision of the Executive Council of Kosovo, no. 2671, dated 10.7.19613¢,
where many students from all over Kosovo and beyond were oriented to study.
This school would have three branches: mining, chemical technology, and
metallurgy. In the first year, 1961-62, 74 students were enrolled in the
mining department, of which 42 were regular and 32 were part-time students.’’
The teaching process of the HPS started in the technical high school facility,
but there were many difficulties because the premises were insufficient, there
was a lack of teaching staff, as well as laboratory equipment for student
exercises. But, despite all the difficulties, it continued its work thanks to the
teachers and students who had a great will and desire to continue and move
forward. In the 1963-64 school year, a chemistry-technology branch was

3 J. Vatovci, Shkollat e larta dhe fakultetet né KSAK, 135-144.

3 SAAK, p. 317, Official Journal. Decision of KAKM, no. 25/60, dated 25.1X.1960.

36 SAAK, p. 317, Official Journal. Decision of KAKM, no. 25/61; Avdulla Vokrri, Development
of schools and education in the Municipality of Mitrovica 1945-1975, Prishtina, 151; Technical
High School 1961-2001, University of Prishtina, Mitrovica 2002, 11.

3T A. Vokrri, Zhvillimi i shkollave dhe i arsimit, 151.
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opened at HPS, where a total of 57 students were enrolled, of which 42 were
regular and 15 were part-time students.*® In HPS, until 1968, the teaching
process was conducted only in the Serbo-Croatian language, but after much
effort and the provision of the teaching framework, the teaching process began
to be conducted in the Albanian language as well.*’

At the end of the 60s, specifically in the school year 1969-70, a third
branch was opened, that of metallurgy, where 145 students were enrolled, of
which 78 were regular and 66 were part-time students.** With this, the
objectives and choices that had been made for the HPS since its inception were
realized. Although HPS experienced moderate growth in the 1960s, it was the
only high school at the time that trained students for careers in the mining
industry, including engineers, technologists, and metallurgists. Consequently, it
had students enrolled in it from every province in the country. Along with the
growth, there were challenges as well, including the inability of the facilities to
accommodate more students; a lack of foundational literature, particularly in
the Albanian language; a lack of room for beds in the HPS dormitory, which
only had 50 spots; etc. Because of these factors, several students resided in
private homes or even travelled.

Opening of the faculties in Prishtina
as a branch of the University of Belgrade, 1960-1970

Factors that influenced the opening of faculties in Pristina

In the SRF of Yugoslavia until the 60s, seven universities functioned as
higher education institutions. There was the University of Zagreb in SR of
Croatia, the University of Belgrade and the University of Nis in SR of Serbia,
the University of Ljubljana in SR of Slovenia, the University of Sarajevo in SR
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the University of Skopje in SR of Macedonia, and
the University of Novi Sad in ASP of Vojvodina, which opened in 1960.*' Only
the SR of Montenegro and the ASP of Kosovo did not have their own
universities, which means that they were marginalized and discriminated
against in terms of the establishment of higher education institutions.

Whereas in the Federation rank, the republic that had more institutions
of higher education was the RS of Serbia. During a 5-year period, from the 38
institutions of higher education that it had in 1957, in 1961 it reached 84 such.
This increase shows that there was an educational policy of opening and
expanding higher education institutions in general. As a result, the ASP of
Kosovo, which was part of the SR of Serbia in the early 1960s, benefited from

38 Ibidem.

3 Technical High School 1961-2001, 12.

40 A Vokrri, Zhvillimi i shkollave dhe i arsimit, 151-152.
41 M. Dushi, Universiteti i Kosovés (1981-1983), 15.
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the first higher education institutions as a branch of the University of
Belgrade.*

Type of institutions 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961
Faculties 18 18 20 29 31
Academy of Arts 4 4 4 4 4
High Schools 1 1 1 1 1
Superior Schools 15 20 28 42 47
Total 38 43 53 77 84

Table 4. Institutions of higher education in the RS of Serbia
in the period 1957-1961.%

This growth of higher education institutions in this five-year period was
closely related to the five-year economic development plan at the level of the
Federation. In the framework of this plan, spaces were created in Kosovo for
the development of various branches of the light and food industry, the
extractive and processing industry, as well as agriculture, animal husbandry,
etc. The establishment of these new industries required staff for all profiles. On
the one hand, the demands of the labor market were increasing, looking for
qualified workers such as: teachers and professors, lawyers and economists,
engineers and technologists, etc. On the other hand, the desire for emancipation
and education was also increasing. Consequently, a qualitative change and an
expansion of education were required. The demand for the expansion of the
school network from the primary, eight-year, and secondary schools to the high
school, especially for the Albanians who make up the majority of the
population in Kosovo, was great.

After the Second World War, there was a generalized development in
all of the Eastern Bloc's countries, to which national education at all levels had
to adapt since there would be prepared professionals in administration,
economy, education, health, etc. As a result, the SRF of Yugoslavia prioritized
the advancement of education at all levels while aiming for equal rights for all
nations and nationalities that resided in and participated in this Federation.The
ASP of Kosovo benefited from these developments as well, as faculties such as
the Philosophical, Juridical-Economic, and later the Technical Faculty were
established as a further step toward higher and more comprehensive education
in Kosovo.*

4 University of Belgrade was founded in 1905.

43 Review provided by the author, supported from the data of M. Dushi, Universiteti i Kosovés
(1981-1983), 27.

4 35 vjet té Fakultetit té Filologjisé (1960-1995), University of Prishtina, Faculty of Philology
edition, Prishtiné 1995, 13.
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In Kosovo, until 1960, the qualifications obtained from secondary
schools did not meet the goals and needs of Kosovo's society and economy.
Therefore, the demand for personnel with higher education was very high. This
was one of the reasons for the opening of higher education institutions that
would meet the needs of the educational and economic system in Kosovo. The
institutions of higher education in Kosovo were branches of the University of
Belgrade, because the decision-making of the ASP of Kosovo in the matter of
education was conditioned by the policy of the SR of Serbia. Teaching in these
institutions was conducted only in the Serbo-Croatian language and not in the
language of the Albanian nationality, although it constituted the majority of the
population, which reached 67.1%.%

It was not easy to launch these institutions as branches of the
University of Belgrade. There was a political context to this. Because a
significant portion of them were colonists who had come and settled in Kosovo
before and after the Second World War, it aimed to maintain centralization in
this field as well as control in the field of education for Albanians and bring the
Serbian and Montenegrin residents of Kosovo closer to higher education in
their own language. It wanted to create higher education opportunities for them
so that they would not move or be educated in the mother countries from which
they came, because this would be contrary to Serbian anti-Albanian policies,
since they would not return to Kosovo. Also, this policy aimed to ensure the
direction of the institutions and the economy by the Serbian.

The opening and establishment of higher education institutions in
Kosovo, specifically in the Serbian language, as a unit or part of the University
of Belgrade, was also at the service of those who came from Serbia, because
here they had the conditions to complete higher education, and even for
students who would study in Prishtina, there were many benefits and
incentives, such as student scholarships, housing and food, and so on. So, the
establishment of these higher educational institutions in the Serbian language
was simply a political goal, motivation, and an incentive for the Serbs who
lived in Kosovo, but also for those who were constantly projected to come as
settlers to Kosovo, being guaranteed educational rights as compatriots in Serbia
and Montenegro, on the grounds that higher education is close to you and you
do not need to leave Kosovo and migrate to university centers in Serbia.*® The
opening of these faculties only in the Serbo-Croatian language was also due to
the fact that the students who were enrolled at the beginning and continued
were mainly Serbs and Montenegrins, about 72%, and much fewer were
Albanian students, only 28%. This number came as a result of the quotas that
were determined by the Serbian policy, as well as the language of study, which
was very difficult for Albanian students to acquire. But, the change of

4 SAAK, p. 113, Provincial Statistics Office - Prishtina 1961. The official census of 1961 of the
population of KAKM.
46 35 vjet té Fakultetit té Filologjisé (1960-1995), 7.
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circumstances, with the independence of higher education in Kosovo from SR
and Serbia, stopped the hegemonic efforts and then caused these institutions to
become the starting point of higher education in Kosovo.

An undeniable contribution, which had a positive impact, was made by
the Albanian intellectuals of the time, who had studied in the universities of the
SRF of Yugoslavia*’, who, at certain moments and favorable political
circumstances, very well used the opportunity to create and advance the
institutions of higher education in Kosovo. Meanwhile, there were opposite
reactions from Serbian intellectuals. Thus Milosh Crnjanski emphasized with
his statement: Well, I understand everything, but I cannot understand why
faculties are being opened in Pristina. Every educated Albanian is one more
enemy for Yugoslavia.*® However, the majority of Serbian and Montenegrin
intellectuals employed in those faculties, for their own interests, supported
these branches because they had extra hours and material benefits from the
commitment, since the staff with superior preparation in ASP of Kosovo was
missing. So, the professors of the University of Belgrade, as personnel with
scientific and academic titles, in addition to lecturing, were also engaged in
commissions for the formation of new faculties that were opened in Prishtina
during the 60s. In this way, they have helped in the establishment of these
higher institutions, considering them as a “market for their engagement in
supplementary work.”.*

The aforementioned information leads us to the conclusion that
economic, political, demographic, social, and geographical factors were the key
influences on the opening and operation of higher education institutions in
Kosovo throughout this time.

Faculty of Philosophy

The Faculty of Philosophy was the first institution of higher education
in Kosovo, as a branch of the University of Belgrade, and was created as a
result of the great need for staff in secondary education. Although it was called
a philosophical institution, in reality it was a pedagogical institution because it
would prepare the top staff in linguistics, social sciences, and natural sciences.
The Faculty of Philosophy was founded on the basis of the initiative of the
Executive and People's Council of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and
Metohija and the Rectorate of the University of Belgrade™ with the law on

47 University of Belgrade, University of Zagreb, University of Ljubljana, University of Sarajevo,
University of Skopje, University of Novi Sad, etc.

48 H. Koliqi, Mbijetesa e Universitetit té Prishtinés 1991-1994, University of Prishtina, Prishtiné:
1995, 16.

4 M. Dushi, Universiteti i Kosovés (1981-1983), 37

30 The Board of the University of Belgrade, in the meeting held in June 1960, appointed the
mother commission for the establishment and later leadership of the Faculty of Philosophy in
Prishtina. The eldership had the following powers: it verified the statute, curricula development,
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amending and supplementing the Law on the University in 1960.%' According to
the legal provisions, all higher educational institutions were governed by these
bodies: the Board, the Directorate (Dean-Principal), the Scientific Teaching
Council, the Professors' Council, the Council of Years, and branches.’> Within
this faculty, there were the following branches: Serbo-Croatian Language and
Literature; Albanian Language and Literature; as well as the Department of
Mathematical and Natural Sciences, with the following branches: mathematics,
physics, chemistry, and biology. Even though the branch of Philosophy was not
opened at first, it was called the Faculty of Philosophy because it maintained
the same structure as that of the University of Belgrade, namely the Faculty of
Philosophy.™

The teaching-scientific activity in the first year, 1960—61, began with a
number of personnel of Serbian, Montenegrin, and Albanian nationality, such
as: prof. Idriz Ajeti, prof. Hilmi Agani, and prof. Mehdi Bardhi, who had
completed their studies and advanced degrees at the University of Belgrade, as
well as at other universities of the SRF of Yugoslavia. Seven regular teachers
and seven associates were employed in the teaching process, of which five were
regular Serbs and five were associates, while two were Albanian teachers and
two associates.>

In the first year, 97 regular students and 141 part-time students were
registered, of which 60 Albanians, 32 Serbians, and Montenegrins, and 5 others
were distributed in different branches.”As for part-time students, there is no
data regarding nationality. In the academic year 1961-62, the following
branches were added to this faculty: English Language and Literature; and
Russian Language and Literature®, meeting a need that Kosovo had for
teachers in these fields. A year later, three sister branches were opened with
those of the University of Belgrade: History, Pedagogy, and Geography”’,
which would meet the needs of primary and secondary schools in Kosovo. In
the Department of Geography, pedagogues were appointed from the University
of Belgrade and Skopje, where teaching was conducted in the Serbo-Croatian

the position, the cooperation of the relevant institutions with other bodies and subjects, the
personnel policy, raised the scientific level, announced the competition, certified the choice of
teachers and collaborators, etc. The board of the institutions of higher education consisted of:
members elected by the working community from among its ranks; members appointed by the
founder from the ranks of scientific, professional, and public workers; members delegated by
interested working communities and organizations; members whose students were delegated
from among themselves; and the dean or director.

1 Official Journal of the SR of Serbia, no. 23/60.

32 7. Demi, Zhvillimi i sistemit arsimor né Kosové, 211-212.

53 35 vjet té Fakultetit té Filologjisé (1960-1995), 10-12

% Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-1980, published in the context of the 10th anniversary of the
University of Prishtina, Pristina 1980, 19.

55 Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-1980, 107; Universiteti i Prishtinés, 1970-1990, 64; Universiteti
i Prishtinés 1970-2005, 159.

56 Ibidem, 160.

57 Ibidem.
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language, with the academic leader Atanasie Uroshevi¢i®®. The secretary was
Mr. Musa Gashi, while Dr. Mark Krasniqi was the first lecturer, etc.>

Pedagogical opinion was an integral part of Yugoslav pedagogical
opinion, which aimed at education in the spirit of social patriotism, which was
under the influence of Soviet school and pedagogical thought. This opinion was
processed in the Department of Pedagogy, as a high pedagogical institution in
Kosovo, where a large number of pedagogues were affirmed, such as: Jashar
Rexhepagici, Njazi Zylfiu, Njazi Azizi, Islam Krasniqi, Bektesh Bekteshi,
Abdylaziz Veseli, Hajrullah Koligi, etc.*

The Faculty of Philosophy started operating in the building of the
Higher Pedagogical School because the building where this faculty would teach
was under construction. After three years, specifically in the academic year
1963—64, they started their operation in the new building that had enough space
and good conditions, such as classrooms, cabinets, a library hall, etc. Teaching
was conducted in the Serbo-Croatian language, except for the branch of
Albanology. Later, the subjects of General Pedagogy and General Sociology
also began to be held in the Albanian language.®!

Teaching in the Albanian language began to intensify only after 1966,
with the fall of the Rankovi¢ regime and the greater involvement of Albanian
staff, as well as the constitutional changes that took place in Kosovo.®
According to an article in the press of the time with the title: Can lessons also
be held in the Albanian language®, the Albanian students and pedagogues at
the Faculty of Philosophy in Prishtina wanted to change the statute® of the
faculty and to be included in it, so that the lessons could be held not only in the
Serbo-Croatian language, but also in the Albanian language, where there was a
need and an opportunity from the pedagogues. As a result, bilingual education
in primary and secondary schools in Kosovo was unequal because the Albanian
language was optional for Serbo-Croatian language schools and parallels, while
it was mandatory for all Albanian schools and parallels.

In this regard, the use of the Albanian language had to be regulated by
law. On February 24, 1969, as a result of the engagement of political and
intellectual subjects, the Assembly, as the legislative body of Kosovo, issued
the “Constitutional Law”, which marked a progress in the ASP of Kosovo in
the field of education. It emphasized the equal application of the Albanian,

38 A. Uroshevig was head of the Geography department at the Faculty of Natural Sciences at the
University of Skopje. After retirement, he was appointed head of this department in Prishtina
until 1968.

3 40-vjetori i Departamentit té Gjeografisé, Universiteti i Prishtinés, Departamenti i
Gjeografisé, Prishtiné 2004, 12-13.

%0 H. Koliqi, Historia e arsimit dhe mendimit, 514-515.

1 Kosovo (Monographic overview), published by the Academy of Sciences and Arts of Kosovo,
Pristina 2011, 404.

02 35 vjet té Fakultetit té Filologjisé (1960-1995), f. 16.

93 Rilindja, Prishting, 9 tetor 1966.

%4 Statuti ishte akti juridik i cili rregullonte funksionimin e fakultetit né t& gjitha segmentet.

266



Foundations and progression of Higher education in Kosovo (1960-1970)

Serbo-Croatian, and Turkish languages in all political, social, and cultural
institutions (Article 70). Specifically, according to the provisions of Article 71
of this law, it was emphasized that conditions for teaching in the mother tongue
had to be provided in primary, secondary, high schools, and faculties.®

In addition to improving the methods of instruction for the
corresponding branches from 1960 to 1970, the Faculty of Philosophy also
expanded its academic and scientific endeavors. It published a number of
scientific journals, including “Albanological Traces” in 1962 and “Bulletin of
the Faculty of Philosophy” in 1963, as well as the Linguistic Consultation and
the Symposium on Skanderbeg in 1968.

Studies at the faculty lasted four years, and in 1964 the first 26 students
graduated, while until 1970, 134 students graduated from the Albanology
department, including 8 students of foreign languages®’, who were distributed
throughout Kosovo, through secondary schools, in the Albanian Institute, which
began work in 1967, influencing the fulfillment of the needs for Albanian
language staff. The number of students always increased depending on the
years and the formation of new departments and branches that were opened.
This is reflected in the table below. It gives us the opportunity to see the
increasing change in the number of Albanian students, from 60 in the first year,
in 1960-61, to 1059 regular students in 1969-70.8

Year of | Regular M F Part-time Total | Total
study students | (M) (F) students M F M F

1960-61 60 48 12 102 68 34 116 46

1969 -70 1.059 946 113 420 374 | 46 1479 159

Table 5. Attendance of the Faculty of Philosophy by Albanian students
during the 1960s - 1970s.%°

Therefore, it is evident from these statistics throughout the course of
ten years that the number of students has increased. In the first year of study,
there were only around 1/5 as many women as there were men. In part-time
studies, this ratio was reduced by one-third. Despite an increase in enrollment
in 1969-1970, there were few women enrolled in regular studies. With a ratio
of 1 to 10, women were significantly underrepresented in this institution.
Political, economic, material, family, and cultural factors, as well as the
reduced participation of women in pre-university education, have undoubtedly
had an impact on this. In 1960-61, the number of Albanian students in

05 7. Demi, Zhvillimi i sistemit arsimor né Kosové, f. 239.

6 35 vjet té Fakultetit té Filologjisé (1960-1995), f. 17.

7 35 vjet té Fakultetit té Filologjisé (1960-1995), . 42.

8 Po aty, f. 17.

% Author’s overview, supported by monographic data of 35 vjet té Fakultetit té Filologjisé (1960-
1995), 16.
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secondary education was 23,797, of which 7,548 were women’’, which means
that 1/3 were female students, or 31%, while in the faculty in the same year this
ratio was 1/5, or 20%.

The management and leadership of the faculty depended on the
University of Belgrade. Therefore, the leaders were Serbian and implemented
the educational policies of the SR of Serbia. The Board of Education of the SR
of Serbia in 1963, in accordance with the conclusions of its Executive Council,
drew up the seven-year plan for the development of education, which envisaged
the consolidation and stabilization of the network of superior schools and
raising the standards of existing institutions. The need for the establishment of
new institutions and the expansion of existing ones, in accordance with the
economic and social developments, as well as the development and application
of science and technology in the comprehensive economic-social development
of the country, was felt everywhere.”!

Faculty of Law and Economics

The preparation and expansion of the staff of economists and lawyers,
who had to cope with the creation of the legal framework in every aspect of life
in Kosovo and the application or adaption of federal legislation in this province,
were necessary for the economic development of Kosovo. According to
statistics, Kosovo had 166 lawyers and 77 economists in 1961, which was not
enough to keep up with the rate of social and economic development. As a
result, a higher education facility had to be established to train legal and
financial staff. The People's Council of the Municipality of Prishtina took the
initiative to establish the Faculty of Law and Economics during a meeting on
February 27, 1961. The local chambers and the producers came to the
consensus that they should approach the Executive Council with a request for
the creation of this faculty. On the other hand, the KAKM economic
organizations stated that they were ready to offer full financial support.’

With the proposal of the Executive Council of KAKM, the creation of
such an institution for the preparation of staff was required.”” KAKM at this
time, being an administrative-territorial part of the RS of Serbia, according to
its status, had no legal right to make decisions on issues of social, economic,
and educational institutions. Thus, the People's Council of KAKM forwarded
the proposal to the People's Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, which on June
23, 1961, issued the law for the establishment of the Faculty of Law and
Economics in Prishtina.”* This law stated that: “The faculty is an independent

70 Kosova e Metohija 1943-1963, (n.d).

"I M. Dushi, Universiteti i Kosovés (1981-1983), 28.

72 Fakulteti Juridik-Ekonomik 1961-1971, publishedin the 10th anniversaryby University of
Prishtina, Prishtiné 1971, 6.

73 [bidem, 7.

7 Official Journal of the Republic of Serbia, no. 28, June 23, 1961.
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institution in the capacity of a legal entity”; article 3 specifies that “the faculty
is within the University of Belgrade”, so everything depended on the Board of
the University of Belgrade, such as the employment of pedagogues and the
approval of the statute, had to be in compliance with the legislation of the
Republic of Serbia.

All members of the Board of the Faculty of Law and Economics in
Prishtina were Serbs and Montenegrins, while after its consolidation, Albanians
also participated, who had official positions and functions in KAKM. The first
dean was prof. dr. Jovica Patérnogic, while the vice dean was prof. dr. Mark
Krasniqi.

At the solemn opening of this institution on October 7, 1961, many
officials of political, social, and economic institutions were present both inside
the country and abroad, including the deans of sister faculties from Belgrade,
Nis, Novi Sad, Skopje, etc.”> At this solemnity there were many speeches,
among which Fadil Hoxha® also spoke. Among other things, he called on all
teachers, assistants, and students to transform this institution into an important
pedagogical-scientific center for all nationalities “to help bring Kosovo out of
economic and cultural backwardness and to improve the state of education
within the SRF of Yugoslavia”.”’

The Faculty of Law and Economy started operating on October 11,
1961, in the building of the “Ivo Llolla-Ribar” gymnasium, where the Higher
Administrative School held classes, then moved to the building specially
adapted for it on “Ramiz Sadiku” street in Pristina. The study plan was the
same as that of the Faculty of Law and Economics at the University of
Belgrade, with a few modifications. The program was mainly dominated by
subjects in the fields of administrative, constitutional, political, economic,
social, and institutional law of the Soviet system or school, with special
emphasis on the Yugoslav one.” In 1962, its first statute was prepared, where it
was emphasized that only Serbo-Croatian was the language of instruction. This
scenario persisted up to the 1966—1967 academic year, when a new regulation
authorized the use of Albanian as a second language for instruction alongside
Serbo—Croatian, mostly in a few subjects taught by Albanian pedagogues.
However, it wasn't until the University of Pristina was founded that the
curriculum was fully created in both languages. In 1970, the Albanian language
was fully incorporated.

Regarding the regular and associate academic staff, who were engaged
in the first year of 1961-62 in the Faculty of Law, out of 24 lecturers, 9 of them
were Albanians, 4 lecturers” and 5 assistants®’, while the others were Serbs,

5 Fakulteti Juridik-Ekonomik 1961-1971, 10-13.

76 Fadil Hoxha was the head of the Executive Council of KAKM.

71 Fakulteti Juridik-Ekonomik 1961-1971, 14.

8 Ibidem.

7 Hajredin Hoxha, Hasan Kryeziu, Ali Hadri, Mehmet Dushku.

80 Syrja Popovci, Gazmend Zajmi, Muhamet Puquku, Zejnullah Gruda, Rifat Osmani.
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Montenegrins, and Macedonians. In the Economics branch, 13 teachers were
employed from the regular staff, of which only 3 were Albanians.®' The reasons
for the minority of Albanian pedagogues should also be found in the small
number of Albanians with higher education in these fields, in the small number
of Albanian students attending classes in these branches, as well as in the
discriminatory policy pursued by Belgrade in the selection of staff.

During the time period 1961-1970, the following branches functioned
in the Faculty of Law-Economics: Social-Political Science, Penal Science,
Sociological Science, Civil Law, Economic Theory, Enterprise Economy.*? In
addition to the development of the educational and institutional process, the
Bureaucratic Center, the Humanitarian Law Center, the Socio-Economic
Research Entity, the Criminalistics Museum, the Faculty Library, etc, were
opened and operated in this faculty. Like every institution of higher education
in Kosovo, the Faculty of Law and Economics had its difficulties, such as: the
lack of suitable facilities for learning: halls, cabinets, laboratories; a lack of
literature, especially in the Albanian language; staff, etc. These factors
influenced the low efficiency of the studies. But there were other factors that
influenced this issue, such as: the lack of places in student dormitories; the poor
economic condition of students; the lack of university textbooks; the
insufficient basis of staff in Kosovo, especially local ones; etc.®3

In the first year of the Faculty's work in the branch of law, a total of 63
regular students were enrolled, of which 30 Albanians, 32 Serbs and
Montenegrins, and one other nationality, while 267 part-time students, of which
65 Albanians, 149 Serbs and Montenegrins, and 13 other nationalities. In the
Economics branch, in the first year, 157 regular students were enrolled, of
which 64 were Albanian, 89 Serbian and Montenegrin, and 4 of other
nationalities, while 392 were part-time students, of which only 49 were
Albanian, 131 Serbian and Montenegrin, and 12 of other nationalities.?*

In order to observe the state of students over the years in the national
aspect as well as the method of study, we present below the processed data
compared with the results.

81 Mark Krasniqi was an inordinar professor, Nuri Bashota and Fuad Rizvanolli were teaching
assistants.

82 Fakulteti Juridik-Ekonomik 1961-1971, 30.

8 Faculty of Law 1961-1986, University of Kosovo, Prishtiné 1986, 27-28.

84 Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-1980, 114-118; Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-1990, 71-75;
Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-2005, 168-172.
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Academic . . Regular | Part-time Percentage
year Nationality students students Total %
Albanian 94 114 208 24,79%
1961-62 Setbs, 126 505 631 75,21%
Montenegrins, etc.
Total 220 619 839 100%
Albanian 900 354 1254 47,16%
1969-70 Serbs, 659 746 1405 | 52,84%
Montenegrins, etc.
Total 1.559 1.100 2.659 100%
Alb.
34,49%
1961-62 - Total 5.612 9.845 | 19234 | Sebsand
1969-70
others
65,51%

Table 6. Students, according to nationalities, registered at the Faculty of Law and
Economics in the years 1961-62. and 1969-70.%

From the data presented in the table above, the interest and capacity
offered by this institution in the ways of regular and part-time study are very
different, because the students who followed the part-time method were in
larger numbers. The reasons in the first place were: the weak economic and
family situation; insufficient school spaces so that students could attend lectures
and exercises; transportation and housing difficulties; etc. Some of them were
busy with official and social work in institutions and economic organizations,
and this form of study was more suitable for them. All these factors influenced
the decision that even in the future, the demand for correspondence studies
would increase.

If we compare the percentage of Albanian students to those of Serbs
and others, we see that from the first year of 1961-62 to 1969-70, about 19,234
students were enrolled, among whom 34.49% were Albanians, while 65.51%
were Serbs and others, which means that the number of Albanians was much
lower in relation to the percentage of the Albanian population living in Kosovo,
which was up to 67.1%.% Here we must also add the fact that in this institution
there were also Albanian students whose families lived in other countries of the
Republics of Yugoslavia, such as in the SR of Serbia, in Montenegro and in
Macedonia. However, the number of Albanian students remained lower,
compared to those of Serbs, Montenegrins, and others. This is also reflected in
the statistical data over the years.

85 Author’s overview, supported bythe data of the statements published by the Faculty of Law
and Economics 1961-1971; Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-1980; Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-
1990; Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-2005.

86 Official census of 1961.
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Thus, in the first year, Albanian students had a participation rate of
only 24.8% of Albanian students, compared to those of Serbs and others, who
had 75.2%, while in 1969-70, this changed in a positive direction for Albanians,
increasing to 47.2%. Therefore, Serbian and other students were more in
participation compared to Albanians, always in relation to the population that
Kosovo had in this period.

Seeing the large number of correspondence students since the
establishment of this institution, especially the Serbian and Montenegrin ones,
we come to the conclusion that a number of them came from countries outside
Kosovo, specifically from Serbia and Montenegro, among others, to preserve
their dominance and slavization in all political and economic institutions and,
no doubt, in education, especially in higher education.

Graduating | Albanian Serbian, . Percentage | Percentage
Montenegrin | Total .
year students of Albanian | of Serbs etc.
students, etc.
1964 3 15 18 16,7% 83,3%
1965 7 43 50 14% 86%
1966 17 46 63 27% 73%
1967 26 33 59 44,1% 53,9%
1968 24 48 72 33,3% 66,7%
1969 30 42 72 41,7% 59,3%
1970 57 61 118 48,3% 51,7%
1964-1970 164 288 452 36,3% 63,7%

Table 7. Students, according to nationalities, who graduated
in the years 1964-1970 in the branch of Law.®’

From the data in this overview, we draw some results and conclusions
regarding the students who graduated by year and nationality. It is found that in
the Faculty of Law from 1964-1970, there were graduated 452 students, of
which 288 were Serbs and others, while 164 were Albanians, which is,
otherwise, 63.7%, with 36.3%. This leads us to the conclusion that the number
of Serbian and other graduate students was greater. This is due to the fact that
they made up the majority of the students enrolled in this faculty, as well as the
fact that they had an advantage over Albanian students in terms of their
language of instruction, literature, tradition, and other factors.

If we look at Albanian graduate students by year, they went from being
% in the first year to 48.3% in 1970, although the numbers stayed low when
compared to Serbian and other graduates. Accordingly, the number of Albanian
graduates increased on average in line with the number of students enrolled
throughout time. However, there is a significant disparity between the overall
number of students enrolled and those that graduate. Only 452 of the 19,234

87 Overview prepared by the author, supported by the data of the overviews published by the
Faculty of Law and Economics 1961-1971, 156-165; Faculty of Law 1961-1986, 171-174.
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students enrolled up until 1969-1970 graduated from this branch, accounting
for 2.35 percent of the total. So, for a decade, from the 166 lawyers that Kosovo
had at the beginning of 1960, another 452 lawyers were added until 1970. They
would serve the judicial sector and state bodies; they would serve the Albanians
as well as the population of other nationalities in solving legal issues. So, this
was of great importance in the development of the justice sector in Kosovo and
in other countries.

Equally important was the branch for the preparation of specialists in
the field of economy who would serve in the economic and commercial
development of Kosovo. The table below shows statistical data for graduates in
this branch of the faculty.

. Percentage
Graduating | Albanian Serbian and Percentage for
other Total . .
year students students forAlbanians Serbians
and others
1965 10 25 35 28,6% 71,4%
1966 10 27 37 27% 73%
1967 12 35 47 25,5% 74,5%
1968 24 31 55 43,6% 56,4%
1969 19 40 59 32,2% 67,8%
1970 25 54 79 31,6% 68,4%
1965-1970 100 212 312 32,05% 67,95%

Table 8. Students, according to nationalities, graduated
in the years 1965-1970in the branch of Economics.%®

A total of 312 students graduated in the field of economics. If we
compare them with the total number of students enrolled in this faculty in the
years 1961-1970, we find that this ratio was low, namely 1.62%. The question
arises, why was this number so small when the need for highly qualified staff
was felt in the entire economic-social working sphere?

If we compare the students by nationality, it can be seen that 67.95%
were Serbs and others, while only 32.05% were Albanians. This means that the
Albanian students who graduated were much fewer. According to the statistics,
25.5% of Albanian graduates in 1967 reached 43.6% in 1968. Despite the rise,
this number was still inferior when compared to the number of Albanian
students enrolled as well as the Serbs and other students who had graduated.
Thus, from the 77 economists Kosovo had at the beginning of the 1960s, 312
more were added to it until 1970, but they were still unable to keep up with the
demands of the economy and the changes that were occurring in Kosovo as
well as throughout the entire SFR of Yugoslavia. Despite their small number,

8 Overview prepared by the author, supported by the data of the published overviews Faculty of

Law and Economics 1961-1971, 166-172; Faculty of Economics 1961-1981, 147-154.
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graduates in this field are critical to the overall economic development of the
country.

The low rate of graduates in this field suited Serbian politics; it created
opportunities for Belgrade to bring its staff to higher education institutions in
Kosovo, from Belgrade, Nis, Novi Sad, etc, as well as specialists for leading
and maintaining their influence on economic-social organizations and economic
and administrative development in Kosovo. This was observed in every state,
economic and social organization in the period of the 60s, including the list of
leaders of the Faculty of Law and Economics in this period, where only five of
them were Albanians.

The role of the University of Belgrade, in the operation and
organization of work and the teaching process, in the selection policies of its
officials, in the above branches, opened in Pristina, was very large. It was
managed and led by Serbs and Montenegrins, just like any other educational
institution or other economic enterprise. The Albanians only had the chance to
lead this faculty with Dr. Mark Krasniqi after 1966, though they were
accompanied by the Serbian vice-dean and the Serbian head of the Board. With
the exception of Riza Sapunxhi and Zejnulla Gruda, who presided over the
Board from 1968 to 1970, Serbs and Montenegrins made up the majority of the
faculty's Board, the decision-making body. This came as a result of the efforts
of intellectuals, students, and broad masses of the people against the
discriminatory policies of inequality that Belgrade pursued towards the
Albanians of Kosovo. Their powerful political movements in the late 60s and
early 70s were accompanied by political and constitutional changes and the
beginning of equality in direction, since although it was widely propagated by
Tito and the PKJ, in reality until this period it was not applied to the Albanians
of Kosovo.

Technical Faculty

In addition to the need for higher technical schools in Kosovo, which
had to prepare engineers for managing work in various branches like the
industry of metallurgy, civil engineering, technology, etc., there was also a need
for higher education for staff in the fields of education, law, economics, etc.
The Technical High School of Prishtina, which opened its doors in 1961,
helped in this respect. Its three subfields were civil engineering, electrical
engineering, and machinery. On this structure was also built Prishtina's
Technical Faculty.

On the initiative of the Executive Council of KAKM and the University
of Belgrade, the Assembly of the Republic of Serbia passed the law on the
establishment of the Technical Faculty in Prishtina.® It started operating in the

8 Official Journal of the Socialist Republic of Serbia, no. 41/64. Law on the establishment of the
Technical Faculty in Pristina 1964.
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school year 1965-66 with 138 regular students in the civil engineering
department and had five professors and five assistants.”” In 1967-68, the
Faculty of Machinery and Electrical Engineering of the University of Belgrade
opened a branch near the Technical Faculty in Prishtina. For the first time, 47
Albanian students were enrolled in the branch of Electrical Engineering, which
had two majors: Energy and Electrical Engineering and Telecommunications.
98 Albanian, 85 Serbian and Montenegrin, and other students were enrolled in
the Machinery branch, which had two directions: Thermo-Energy and Energy
Production.”!

Due to a lack of regular teachers, classes were held and conducted only
in Serbo-Croatian, with pedagogues from Belgrade, Novi Sad, Nis, and Skopje
universities.”? In addition to external staff, Albanian staff were also hired who
had completed their studies at these universities. It is worth mentioning the first
Albanian pedagogue, engineer Nexhmedin Jagxhiu, the first doctor in the field
of mechanical subjects, as well as the head of this department.”

In all sections of the Technical Faculty in 1969-70, there were a total
of 1249 students, of which 41% were Albanians and 59% were Serbs,
Montenegrins, and others. To see the national and gender aspects, we present
the following data in the following table:

Method of | Albanian Serblan,. Percentage Percen.tage
stud students Montenegrin, Total of of Serbians,
y etc. students Albanians etc
Regular 463 583 1.046 44,3% 55,7%
Part-time 50 153 203 24,6% 75,4%
Total 513 736 1.249 41% 59%
Females in 23 41 64 4,5% 5,6%
total

Table 9. Students at the Technical Faculty®® in 1969-70 according to nationalities,
gender and method of studies.

Due to the characteristics of this faculty, the total number of regular
students studying was significantly higher than the number of part-time
students, as shown by the data. Albanian students made up 18% of the total
enrollment, which was a decent number. However, the percentage was smaller
when compared to the total number of students from other countries. While
there was a noticeable disparity between the statistics of the faculty and those of

% Universiteti i Prishtinés, 1970-1980, 121; Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-1990, 86; Universiteti
i Prishtinés 1970-2005, 174.

9 Universiteti i Prishtinés, 1970-2000, 50.

92 Fakulteti i Inxhinierisé Mekanike 1967-2002, Universityof Prishtina, Prishtiné 2002, 17.

% Ibidem.

%% Overview compiled by the author, supported by the data of the overviews published University
of Prishtina, 1970-1980, 122; University of Prishtina 1970-1990, 88; University of Prishtina
1970-2005, 174-181.
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other faculties during this time period in terms of nationality, it was less
pronounced when it came to the faculty's extremely low proportion of Albanian
women. This phenomenon also happened in higher schools and other faculties
in this period of social-economic development in Kosovo. Women were less, or
at all, included in the political, economic, cultural, and educational institutions
of the general developments that Kosovo was going through at this time.

The general economic and social backwardness that characterized
Kosovo at the time, the high rate of illiteracy, particularly among women,
conservatism and fanaticism in the family, not taking it outside the walls of the
house, etc., were the main barriers to Albanian women's participation in the
educational process in general and higher education in particular. As for the
graduation of the first students in this faculty, in 1970 there were 2 Albanian
and 3 Serbian students, out of 138 who were enrolled in the first year (1965-
66), which means only 3.6% of the students completed studies on time. Here
too, the number of students of other nationalities dominated, as in the
management and leadership structure of this institution, where initially all were
Serbs and Montenegrins. Even the academic staff was mainly Serbian and
Montenegrin. This is how the role and function that the University of Belgrade
had in this faculty, as part of it, was clearly felt. In 1969, after the general
changes and circumstances that were created in Kosovo, an Albanian leader
came to head this institution. From its establishment until 1969, it was headed
by prof. Stanko Petkovic, and in 1969, by prof. Hysen Muhaxhiri.

Faculty of Medicine

The economic and social development of Kosovo in the 60s would not
have been complete without the developments in the health sector. At this time,
the primary medical service in ambulances was expanded, and family medicine
centers and hospitals were opened in the big centers of Kosovo. The need for a
general practitioner to take care of the health of the population of Kosovo was
great. Kosovo did not have higher schools to prepare medical personnel. There
was a secondary school for training nurses. In addition to the establishment of
the first faculties to meet the needs of staff from the main profiles of education,
economics, jurisprudence, and administration, as well as with branches from
engineering and technology, at the beginning of the 60s, interest in the
preparation of staff also began, which would regulate the health system in
Kosovo, for which no investment had been made by Belgrade until this time.

In addition to the lack of attention by the central government, the lack
of qualified personnel, premises, laboratories, medical equipment, and others
had an impact in this regard. For these reasons, the Kosovar population,
especially the Albanian population, had a low level of awareness of medical
care. The health of the population depended mainly on self-care and folk
medicine since there was no education in this field and there was a lack of
proper propaganda about medicine and medical results. We should not leave
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out the Serb-Yugoslav policy in this direction, which was interested in the
dissolution of the Albanian nationality during this period. For this reason,
Belgrade delayed the opening of the Faculty of Medicine, which it made a fact
at the end of the 60s.

The needs for health personnel in Kosovo after the Second World War
were great. According to the data, there were only 21 doctors, 1 dentist, and 6
health workers, including nurses with secondary qualifications®, most of whom
were Serbian and Montenegrin. For this reason, at the beginning of the 50th
year, this institution was opened for the preparation of medical personnel. This
situation pushed the institution of the Assembly of ASP of Kosovo, at the
meeting held on June 17, 1969, to approve the law for the establishment of the
Faculty of Medicine”. The Faculty is a part of the University of Belgrade,
according to article 2, and the Board of the University of Belgrade is
responsible for its functionalization, according to article 5.

The Faculty began its operation on December 4, 1969, with the first
lecture on general medicine, held in the Faculty of Philosophy buildings®’. The
teaching process started with two regular teachers and 13 associates.”*The first
dean of this faculty was Prof. Dr. Osman Imami. In the first school year (1969-
70), a total of 130 students were enrolled, of which 90, or 69%, were
Albanians, while 40, or 31%, were Serbs and others.

School year Albanian Serziﬁlelrand Students in Percentage
1969-70 students total %
students

M 60 22 82 63%

F 30 18 48 37%
Students in 90 40 130 100%

total
% 69% 31% 100%

Table 10. Data for the first generation of students of the Faculty of Medicine.”

According to the data in the table above, when we compare the Faculty
of Medicine with other faculties that were established in Prishtina, we can see
that this institution only permitted full-time study, while other faculties
permitted part-time study. This occurred as a result of the studies' specificity,
which required experience in addition to theoretical instruction, primarily at the
General Hospital in Prishtina. Even after that, many continued to study full-

95 Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-1980, 125.

% SAAK, p. 317, KSAK Official Gazette, no. 20/69. Law on the establishment of the Faculty of
Medicine, Prishtina, KK. No. 842, June 17, 1969.

97 Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-2000, 52.

98 Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-1990, 99.

9 Universiteti i Prishtinés, 1970-1980, 126; Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-1990, 100;
Universiteti i Prishtinés 1970-2005, 183-184.
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time. Despite the fact that a majority of the population was Albanian, this
faculty stood out from others where Serbs and Montenegrins predominated
because there were more or a majority of Albanian students. The dominance of
Albanian students was primarily caused by the acute shortage of staff and the
Albanians' desire for this new field, but it was also due to a legislative decision
made at the end of the 1960s that allowed the Albanians to demand that the
quotas for students in both study languages be divided in proportion to the
number of people living in Kosovo. The enrollment of a significant number of
Albanian women as first-year students, which had not occurred in other
faculties during this time, was the faculty's second unique and distinctive
feature.

Like other faculties, the Faculty of Medicine experienced numerous
challenges in its inception and functioning, including a shortage of facilities,
personnel, laboratories, institutions, etc. However, assistance for this school
came from other institutions, including Belgrade, Zagreb, Skopje, and Tirana
after the University of Prishtina was founded. Due to the dedication of the
teachers and students, who were aware of the requirements in this area in
Kosovo, the process was successful.!® Though it would take some time before
the University of Prishtina officially opened, the founding and inauguration of
the Faculty of Medicine in Kosovo, specifically in Prishtina, was crucial for the
provision of medical staff. The demand for the opening of this university has
been made since the demonstrations of 1968. The practical and legal conditions
would also be met for this faculty, which covered a very important sector of
society and the people of Kosovo, to create the foundations to establish the
University of Prishtina.

Summary

The issue and the political-social context in which higher education in
Kosovo advanced during these years were discussed in the paper “The
Beginnings and Development of Higher Education in Kosovo, 1960-1970,” and
the features in various stages of its development that were typical for Kosovo
were addressed. The development of higher education in Kosovo was necessary
to meet the demands of the country's economic growth in areas like agriculture,
the extractive and processing industries, and other sectors that were of interest
not just to Kosovo but to the Federation as a whole. Also, the development of
higher education was an irreplaceable sector to eliminate social backwardness
as well as meet the needs of senior staff.

The situation in Kosovo at the beginning of the 60s was very serious as
a result of the circumstances and political developments that came about as a
result of the discriminatory rule exercised by Serbia, which did not allow the

100 Shkéndija, no. 17, Prishtiné, November 15, 1975.
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Albanian language to be official, prohibited holidays and national symbols, and
had created inequality in state institutions and social organizations, where the
Serbian minority had the majority. All these actions were aimed at Slavization
and increased pressure for the gradual assimilation of the Albanian population.
Political developments in Kosovo, after the fall of Rankovi¢ in 1966, were used
by the people of Kosovo and mainly by the intellectual and political elements to
raise demands for equality, freedom, and rights in education, culture, economy,
etc. As a result, Kosovo's status position was advanced to that of general
autonomy and constitutive part of the Yugoslav Federation.

According to statistical data, until the beginning of 1960, Kosovo
suffered from a lack of personnel with higher education. In the absence of
higher education institutions in Kosovo, specialists in various fields, such as
economists, lawyers, professors, engineers, doctors, and others, had to be
trained abroad. They had to continue their studies in the universities of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, specifically in Skopje, Novi Sad, Belgrade,
and other university centers at the Federation level.

Higher pedagogical education was an important factor in the
development of higher education in Kosovo. It contributed to the preparation of
the teaching staff, which influenced the development of elementary and
compulsory education. At the same time, higher pedagogical education raised
the educational role of the school to a higher level because the authority of the
teachers that were trained in these schools was respected by the people,
especially the Albanian teachers. Students had high expectations of completing
secondary school and continuing their education. But also, Yugoslav politics
and the entire socialist system, which nationalized and collectivized work in
enterprises and economic organizations, had a great need for qualified
employees with high professional education. This is the main reason why these
higher professional schools were opened in Kosovo in this period, because their
foundations and development became the supporting basis for the opening of
faculties in Prishtina. In the 1960s, higher vocational-technical education aided
Kosovo in utilizing its natural resources for both internal and external economic
development.

The higher professional institutions that were established during the
initial stage of higher education growth in Kosovo between 1960 and 1969 did
not provide the staff that was needed in the fields of education, the economy,
and other areas of Kosovar society. As a result, the first faculties under the
Yugoslav system had to be established in Prishtina at this time. Even though it
was profitable and essential for Kosovo, this higher education development
policy actually discriminated against Albanians, who made up the majority,
because instruction was only provided in Serbo-Croatian, a language that was
under the control and influence of Serbian educational institutions. Specifically,
these faculties in Prishtina were branches of the University of Belgrade.
According to its political-legal position, Kosovo did not have the right to create
and form faculties in various fields, except for two-year high schools. The
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Socialist Republic of Serbia discriminated only against Kosovo and not against
the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, which had the same political staThe
statistical data on the students and graduates of these institutions of higher
education during the first phase of their development, 1960-1969, reveal an
extremely significant fact: Compared to Albanian students, Serbian and
Montenegrin students and graduates predominated during this time. Women
also participated far less than men in these higher education institutions.
According to the data, Serbs and Montenegrins predominated in the faculties
while Albanians dominated the leadership of the higher pedagogical and
professional schools.tus as Kosovo and allowed the establishment of an
independent university, whereas in Kosovo it only extended its influence
through the establishment of faculties in Serbian and as a branch of the
University of Belgrade. The centralization and control exercised by Serbian
policy towards Kosovo was clearly observed.

The Republic of Serbia's policy, which included the opening of these
higher education institutions in Prishtina, the suppression of some higher
educational institutions and the replacement of their faculty and academic staff
with those from its universities, as well as the disproportionate number of
Serbian and Montenegrin students who enrolled and graduated compared to
Albanians, is what has led to Kosovo's colonization by the Slavic people and
Slavicization of its higher educational institutions. Every piece of
documentation was written in Cyrillic script and was in the Serbian language.
Students from various nationalities living in Kosovo, particularly Albanians,
were severely harmed by this. So these institutions were designed to achieve
their political, economic, and state interests, violating the rights of the majority
of Albanians to education in their mother tongue. But thanks to the political
circumstances that were created at the end of the 60s, this changed for the
benefit of the people of Kosovo and especially for the Albanian population.

A very important element, which emerges from the statistical data on
the students and graduates of these institutions of higher education in the first
phase of its development 1960-1969, is that in this period Serbian and
Montenegrin students and graduates dominated compared to Albanian students.
Likewise, women were much less involved compared to men in these
institutions of higher education. The leaders of the higher pedagogical and
professional schools, as presented by the documentation, were mostly
Albanians, while the faculties were mainly dominated by Serbs and
Montenegrins. So this policy of domination by the Serbs continued until the
opening of the University and independence from the institutions of higher
education in Belgrade.
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Zakljucak

Tema i politicko-socijalni kontekst u kojem je visoko obrazovanje na
Kosovu napredovalo tokom ovih godina razmatrani su u radu “Poceci i razvoj
visokog obrazovanja na Kosovu, 1960-1970”, a obradene su i karakteristike u
razli¢itim fazama njegovog razvoja koje su bile karakteristicne za Kosovo.
Razvoj visokog obrazovanja na Kosovu bio je neophodan kako bi se
zadovoljile potrebe ekonomske rasti zemlje u oblastima kao S§to su
poljoprivreda, rudarstvo i preradivacka industrija, kao i u drugim sektorima koji
su bili od interesa ne samo za Kosovo ve¢ i za Federaciju u cjelini. Takode,
razvoj visokog obrazovanja bio je nezamenljiv sektor za eliminaciju socijalne
zaostalosti, kao i za zadovoljavanje potreba za vis§im kadrom.

Situacija u Kosovu na pocetku 60-ih godina bila je vrlo ozbiljna usljed
okolnosti i politickih deSavanja koja su proizasla iz diskriminatorske vladavine
koju je sprovodila Srbija, koja nije dozvoljavala da albanski jezik bude
sluzbeni, zabranila praznike i nacionalne simbole, i stvorila nejednakost u
drzavnim institucijama i druStvenim organizacijama, gdje je srpska manjina
imala ve¢inu. Sve ove akcije su bile usmjerene na slavizaciju i povecani pritisak
za postepenu asimilaciju albanskog stanovniStva. Politicka deSavanja na
Kosovu, nakon pada Rankovi¢a 1966. godine, iskoristili su narod Kosova,
pretezno intelektualni 1 politicki elementi, kako bi postavili zahtjeve za
jednakost, slobodu i prava u obrazovanju, kulturi, ekonomiji itd. Kao rezultat,
statusna pozicija Kosova unaprijedena je u opStu autonomiju i konstitutivni dio
Jugoslovenske Federacije.

Prema statistickim podacima, do pocetka 1960. godine, Kosovo se
suocavalo s nedostatkom kadrova sa visokim obrazovanjem. U odsustvu
visokoskolskih institucija na Kosovu, stru¢njaci iz razlic¢itih oblasti, kao §to su
ekonomisti, pravnici, profesori, inzenjeri, ljekari i drugi, morali su se Skolovati
u inostranstvu. Morali su da nastave studije na univerzitetima Federativne
Narodne Republike Jugoslavije, konkretno u Skoplju, Novom Sadu, Beogradu i
drugim univerzitetskim centrima na nivou Federacije.

Visoko pedagosko obrazovanje bilo je vazan faktor u razvoju visokog
obrazovanja na Kosovu. Ono je doprinelo pripremi nastavnog kadra, $to je
uticalo na razvoj osnovnog i obaveznog obrazovanja. Istovremeno, visoko
pedagosko obrazovanje podiglo je obrazovnu ulogu skole na visi nivo, jer je
autoritet nastavnika koji su se Skolovali u ovim institucijama bio posStovan od
strane naroda, posebno albanskih ucitelja. Studenti su imali velika oCekivanja u
vezi sa zavrSetkom srednje Skole 1 nastavkom obrazovanja. Takode,
jugoslovenska politika i cio socijalisticki sistem, koji je nacionalizovao i
kolektivizovao rad u preduze¢ima i ekonomskim organizacijama, imali su
veliku potrebu za kvalifikovanim radnicima sa visokim stru¢nim obrazovanjem.
Ovo je glavni razlog zasto su u ovom periodu otvorene vise stru¢ne Skole na
Kosovu, jer su njihovi temelji 1 razvoj postali potpora za otvaranje fakulteta u
Pristini. U 1960-im, visoko strukovno-tehnicko obrazovanje pomoglo je
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Kosovu da iskoristi svoje prirodne resurse za unutrasnji i spoljasnji ekonomski
razvoj.

Visoke stru¢ne institucije koje su uspostavljene tokom inicijalne faze
rasta visokog obrazovanja na Kosovu izmedu 1960. i 1969. godine nisu
obezbedile osoblje koje je bilo potrebno u oblastima obrazovanja, ekonomije i
drugih sektora drustva na Kosovu. Kao rezultat toga, u ovom periodu bilo je
neophodno otvoriti prve fakultete pod jugoslovenskim sistemom u Pristini. lako
je ova politika razvoja visokog obrazovanja bila profitabilna i sustinski vazna
za Kosovo, zapravo je diskriminisala Albance, koji su ¢inili veéinu, jer je
nastava bila omogucena samo na srpsko-hrvatskom jeziku, jeziku koji je bio
pod kontrolom i uticajem srpskih obrazovnih institucija. Konkretno, ti fakulteti
u Pristini bili su grane Univerziteta u Beogradu. Prema svom politi¢ko-
pravnom statusu, Kosovo nije imalo pravo da osniva i formira fakultete u
raznim oblastima, osim za dvogodi$nje srednje Skole. Socijalisticka Republika
Srbija diskriminisala je samo Kosovo, a ne i Autonomnu Pokrajinu Vojvodinu,
koja je imala isti politicki status kao Kosovo i kojoj je omoguéeno osnivanje
nezavisnog univerziteta, dok je u Kosovu samo proSirila svoj uticaj kroz
osnivanje fakulteta na srpskom jeziku kao granu Univerziteta u Beogradu.
Centralizacija i kontrola koju je srpska politika sprovodila prema Kosovu bila
je jasno uocljiva.

Statisticki podaci o studentima i diplomcima ovih visokoskolskih
institucija tokom prve faze njihovog razvoja, 1960-1969, otkrivaju izuzetno
znacajnu ¢injenicu: U poredenju sa albanskim studentima, srpski i crnogorski
studenti i diplomci preovladavali su u ovom periodu. Takode, zene su znatno
manje ucestvovale od muskaraca u ovim visokoskolskim institucijama. Prema
podacima, Srbi i Crnogorci su preovladavali na fakultetima, dok su Albanci
dominirali u rukovodstvu visih pedagoskih i strucnih Skola.

Politika Republike Srbije, koja je ukljucivala otvaranje ovih
visokoskolskih institucija u Pristini, potiskivanje nekih vi§ih obrazovnih
ustanova i zamenjivanje njihovog nastavnog i akademskog kadra sa onima sa
svojih univerziteta, kao i nesrazmeran broj srpskih i crnogorskih studenata koji
su se upisivali i diplomirali u poredenju sa Albancima, dovela je do
kolonizacije Kosova od strane slavenskih naroda i slavizacije njegovih
visokoskolskih institucija. Sva dokumentacija pisana je ¢irilicom i na srpskom
jeziku. Studenti razli¢itih nacionalnosti koji zive na Kosovu, posebno Albanci,
bili su ozbiljno pogodeni ovim. Ove institucije su bile osmisljene da postignu
njihove politicke, ekonomske i drzavne interese, krSe¢i prava vec¢ine Albanaca
na obrazovanje na svom maternjem jeziku. Medutim, zahvaljujuéi politickim
okolnostima koje su se stvorile krajem 60-ih, ovo se promenilo na korist naroda
Kosova, a posebno albanske populacije.

Vrlo vazan element koji se iz statistickih podataka o studentima i
diplomcima ovih visokoskolskih institucija u prvoj fazi njihovog razvoja 1960-
1969. godine moze izvuéi jeste to da su u ovom periodu srpski i crnogorski
studenti i diplomci dominirali u poredenju sa albanskim studentima. Takode,
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zene su bile znatno manje ukljucene u ove visokoskolske institucije u poredenju
s muskarcima. Lideri visih pedagoskih i stru¢nih Skola, prema dokumentaciji,
bili su uglavnom Albanci, dok su fakulteti pretezno dominirali Srbima i
Crnogorcima. Dakle, ova politika dominacije Srba nastavila se sve do otvaranja
Univerziteta i sticanja nezavisnosti od visokoskolskih institucija u Beogradu.
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