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University of Geneva, Switzerland

Economic and scientific-technical cooperation was a popular 
topic of research for socialist economists and political scientists during the Cold 
War. Already in the 1950s, a series of studies on the merits of this form of 
international rapprochement were written up. The outputs of these papers, 
however, are largely imbued with ideologized reasoning and conclusions. After 
the fall of the Iron Curtain, historians turned mainly to the study of the negative 
aspects of intra-bloc cooperation, such as show trials or environmental 
degradation, and the topic of scientific- technical cooperation became 
marginalized for decades. The aim of this article is to illustrate the impact, 
constraints, and evolution of the main currents of scientific-technical 
cooperation in the Khrushchev and early Brezhnev eras through the case of 
Czechoslovak-Soviet interaction. Archival sources suggest that it was the period 
of the 1950s and 1960s that was characterized by a fundamental transformation 
of the system of cooperation within the Eastern Bloc. The choice of the 
cooperation partners to be subjected to research is also not random. The Soviet 
Union and Czechoslovakia were among the countries with the strongest 
scientific- technical base within the Eastern Bloc, and their R&D activities were 
to a large extent complementary. The article seeks to propose a new 
periodization of the development of intra-bloc cooperation, map the main forms 
and fields of cooperation, and explore its impact on the economy and scientific-
technical progress of both cooperation partners. The emphasis is placed on the 
sectors of heavy industry, nuclear physics, infrastructure, education, chemistry 
and other areas of science and technology that were of particular importance 
during the Khrushchev and Brezhnev eras. An additional research task is to 
determine the extent to which cooperation was implemented because of political 
and ideological pressures and goals, and to what extent it was a „bottom-up“ 
activity initiated according to the genuine needs of research and manufacturing. 
Both micro and macro echelons of cooperation are analyzed to ensure the 
comprehensiveness of the present study. The first category is represented by 



286

Ondrej FISER, PhD 
H

IS
TO

RI
JS

KI
 P

O
G

LE
D

I 1
2 

- H
IS

TO
RI

CA
L 

V
IE

W
S 

12

individual scientists, technical staff, manufacturing companies and research 
institutes. At the macro level, the objectives and roles of the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia, the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance, and the industrial ministries of both countries are 
examined. To achieve a depth of research, it was necessary to analyze a wide 
range of primary and secondary sources. In this respect, the fonds of the 
industrial ministries at the Czech National Archives were studied, supplemented 
by other primary sources from the Security Services Archive, the United Nations 
Library & Archives Geneva, and the Škoda Auto Archive. These primary sources 
were then complemented by the findings of both the communist-era literature, 
and the post-Velvet Revolution studies which offered a depoliticized critique of 
selected aspects of intra-bloc cooperation.

Czechoslovakia, Soviet Union, economic cooperation, 
scientific-technical cooperation, Khrushchev era, Brezhnev era, Cold War, 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

-

-im godinama napisano je nekoliko studija o 

negativnih aspekata unutarblokovske saradnje, poput pokaznih procesa ili 
degr -

-
-sovjetske interakcije. Arhivski 

n. Sovjetski 
-

razvoja unutarblokovske saradnje, mapira glavne oblike i oblasti saradnje, i 
-

saradnji. Naglasak je stavljen na sektore teške industrije, nuklearne fizike, 
infrastrukture, obrazovanja, hemije i druge oblasti nauke i tehnologije koje su 
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-technické spolupráci se 
SSSR a dalšími socialistickými státy
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Technology in Comecon: Acceleration of Technological Progress through Economic Planning and 
the Market

Technology in Comecon: Acceleration of Technological Progress through 
Economic Planning and the Market

Comecon: Der gemeinsame Markt in Osteuropa
Technology in Comecon: Acceleration of Technological Progress 

through Economic Planning and the Market
Der Rat für gegenseitige Wirtschaftshilfe (COMECON)

Technology in Comecon: Acceleration of Technological Progress through 
Economic Planning and the Market
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Ministerstvo vnitra

The External Relations of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance
Rada 

-1967
-1956
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- -1960: dokumenty a materiály
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Ústav jaderné fyziky

Pokroky matematiky, fyziky a astronomie
30 rokov RVHP - výsledky a perspektívy

- -1971: dokumenty a materiály
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East and West in the Energy Squeeze: Prospects for Cooperation
Basic principles of 

international socialist division of labor

- -1960: dokumenty a materiály
- -1971: dokumenty a materiály



296

Ondrej FISER, PhD 
H

IS
TO

RI
JS

KI
 P

O
G

LE
D

I 1
2 

- H
IS

TO
RI

CA
L 

V
IE

W
S 

12

détente

Comecon: Der gemeinsame Markt in Osteuropa

Prague Economic and Social History Papers
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Ministerstvo energetiky

Acta Oeconomia Pragensia
Tajný prostor Jáchymov

Pokroky matematiky, 
fyziky a astronomie

materiály k 
-
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Fakulta technické a jaderné 
fyziky

Matematicko-
fyzikální fakulta

Matematika–fyzika–

Dubna (SJÚV) a Evropskou organizací pro jaderný výzkum (CERN)
Agreement on the Establishment of a Joint Institute for Nuclear Research
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Institut fizicheskikh problem im. P. L. Kapitsy

Pokroky matematiky, fyziky a astronomie

Pokroky matematiky, fyziky a astronomie

Techmania Science Center

Matematika–fyzika–

O zlaté kleci a jiné vzpomínky

Pokroky matematiky, fyziky a astronomie
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Pokroky matematiky, fyziky a 
astronomie

Radioisotopy

tzbinfo
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Vsesoyuznyy teplotekhnicheskiy nauchno-
Moskovskaya 

gosudarstvennaya akademiya kommunal'nogo khozyaystva i stroitel'stva

East and West in the Energy 
Squeeze: Prospects for Cooperation

East and West in the Energy Squeeze: Prospects for Cooperation

Ibidem
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Leningradskoye 
otdeleniye Vsesoyuznogo gosudarstvennogo proyektnogo instituta 
Teploelektroproyekt

kotloturbinnyy institut
Závody V. I. 

Lenina

Vsesoyuznyy energeticheskiy 
institut

Nauchno-
institut po peredache elektroenergii postoyannym tokom vysokogo 
napryazheniya
Energetický ústav

Ibidem
50 rokov jadrových elektrární na Slovensku

- -1971: dokumenty a materiály
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Performance Analysis of WWER-440/230 Nuclear Power 
Plants

Ekonomika energetických soustav

tzbinfo

East and West in the Energy Squeeze: Prospects for Cooperation
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Zavod imeni Likhachyova Gorkovsky 
avtomobilny zavod

Nauchno-issledovatel'skiy 
avtomobil'nyy i avtomotornyy institut

- -1971: dokumenty a materiály

CzechIndustry
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Kamskiy avtomobilny zavod Belaruski 
autamabilny zavod

Ibidem
A Successful Transformation? Restructuring of the Czechoslovak Automobile 

Industry

Flying Revue

Vojenský historický ústav
Letectví a 

kosmonautika

Ilustrovaná historie letectví
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East European Transport Regions and Modes
Performance Analysis of WWER-

440/230 Nuclear Power Plants

-1992: 2. díl. Období 1945-1992
Czechoslovakia and International Economic Cooperation

PETROLmedia
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The External Relations of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance

-1956)

East and West in the Energy Squeeze: Prospects for Cooperation

- -1960: dokumenty a materiály
- -1971: dokumenty a materiály

Basic principles of international socialist 
division of labor

50 rokov jadrových elektrární na Slovensku

- - Interkosmos

Czechoslovakia and International Economic Cooperation

Comecon: Der gemeinsame Markt in Osteuropa
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East European Transport Regions and Modes

Techmania Science Center

Prague Economic and Social History Papers

PETROLmedia
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