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Institute of History – Prishtina, Republic of Kosovo

This study sheds light on the relations between Kosovo and 
Albania during 1968. Using archival documents in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Albania, relevant literature and the press of the time, the author 
intended to carefully treat these relations in several aspects such as military, 
political, educational, and cultural. The developments between the two countries, 
including important academic organizations, the role of intellectuals in Kosovo, 
the demands of students for the Republic of Kosovo within the Yugoslavia and 
Albania in the meantime, are seen by the author as inseparable parts of a 
historical context. Albanian historiography has valuable studies in the light of 
these complex relationships for the period 1968-1969. The author highlights the 
political and economic aspects as the main characteristic of this cooperation that 
prevailed in these relationships between the two countries. Until 1966, the main 
source of the Albanian leadership regarding the events in Yugoslavia and Kosovo 
and Metohija was the Embassy of Albania in Belgrade, as well as embassies in 
other European countries, which received certain information about Yugoslavia.

After the Brion Plenum, Albania began to receive confidential 
information from unnamed sources from the provincial leadership of Kosovo and 
Metohija. As the origin of certain information in the reports, the Nase minister 
often stated “from our source close to Fadil Hoxha or “from our source in 
Udba” or “from our source in the Kosovo leadership”. I have no doubt that 
during this period, Albania developed a network of informers in the province, 
including which included influential provincial officials The confidential 
documents of the Central Committee of the Party of Labor of Albania also 
contain some so far little-known information about events in the province and 
political relations in Yugoslavia at the end of the 1960s. Their content in certain 
measures raises the question of how much the understanding of socialist 
Yugoslavia in the decades after its disintegration was determined by the 
untouchability of the postulate of the pro-Yugoslav orientation of the leaders who 
created the state and party policy of the Union of Communists of Yugoslavia in 
the 1960s. Changes in the position of the autonomous provinces in Serbia at the 
end of the sixties of the 20th century were reflected in the relations of Kosovo 
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with Albania. State Secretariat for Foreign Affairs and the Federal Executive 
Council began in 1967 to encourage the cultural and economic integration of 
Kosovo with Albania, explaining it as a strategy for the normalization of 
relations between Yugoslavia and Albania. After the meetings in Pristina and 
Tirana and the meetings between them visit of educational delegations, it was 
agreed that textbooks from Albania will be used in the school system of Kosovo 
and Kosovar companies redirected their production to the Albanian market. 
University of Tirana professors engaged are in classes at Pristina faculties. The 
reports of the Albanian lecturers from Prishtina did not provide the party 
leadership of Albania with a wide range of information about the situation in 
Yugoslavia. The work is primarily based on unpublished archival materials of 
the Central State Archives of Albania in Tirana and Archive of Kosovo.

Kosovo, Albania, Yugoslavia, Relations, etc

poslova Albanije, relevantnu literaturu i štampu tog vremena, autor je imao za 

akademske organizacije, ulogu intelektualaca na Kosovu, zahtjeve studenata za 
autor vidi kao 

nerazdvojne dijelove historijskog konteksta. Albanska historiografija ima 
vrijedne studije u svjetlu ovih kompleksnih odnosa za period 1968-1969. Autor 

je prevl

Metohiji bio je Ambasada Albanije u Beogradu, kao i ambasade u drugim 
evropskim zemljama, koje su dobijale od

informacije od neimenovanih izvora iz pokrajinskog rukovodstva Kosova i 

navodio “iz našeg izvora bliskog Fadilu Hoxhi” ili “iz našeg izvora u Udbe” ili 
“iz našeg izvora u kosovskom rukovodstvu”. Nemam sumnje da je u ovom 

e rada 

-ih godina. Njihov 

Jugoslavije u decenijam
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se u odnosima Kosova sa Albanijom. Sekretarijat za vanjske poslove i Savezno 
1967. godine poticati kulturnu i ekonomsku integraciju 

Albanije biti korišteni u školskom sistemu Kosova i kosovarske kompanije 

neobjavljene arhivske materijale Centraln
i Arhiva Kosova.

Kosovo, Albanija, Jugoslavija, odnosi, itd.

This meeting was 
published in his book by the well-known Albanian diplomat Lisen Bashkurti.

sovo and other Albanian lands inhabited 
by Albanians belong to Albania and should be returned to it. The Albanians 

now join.

Marrëdhëniet shqiptaro-jugos

Diplomacia e vetizolimit, rasti i Shqipërisë 1961-1989,
Diplomacia
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some 
problems of the history of Albania were discussed

the issue of reflecting the history of Kosovo after 1912 deserves a special 
study

Shteti shqiptar dhe çështja e Kosovës, 1939-1981,

Vepra
Shteti

Ibidem,
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from now on everything 
will be fixed.

Nyja e Kosovës, as Vllasi as Millosheviqi, 
Kosova,

Rilindja
Tito-tajna veka,

Tito, 
Historia e Lidhjes së Komunistëve të Jugosllavisë

Lëvizjet studentore për Republikën e Kosovës 1968, 1981, 1997,

Shteti,
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National minorities must follow the right 
revolutionary path, the path of war against Tito's clique for the liberation of the 
peoples of Yugoslavia

We hear talks about the republic of Kosovo. Kosovars 
must be very careful against the Titian revisionists, who can also play the card 
of creating “Kosovo as an Albanian republic” instead of an “autonomous 
province”, in order to lie to Kosovar chauvinism, to better suppress the 
liberation war of Kosovo and to fight the People's Republic of Albania.

Ibidem, 
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the status quo 

the Republic of Kosovo is an 

Serbët dhe shqiptarët
Rilindja

Istorija  Jugoslavije 1918-1970
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imperative of Kosovo and that right should not be given up.

Veli Deva and 
Fadil Hoxha are withdrawing from legitimate demands.

Kosova 3
Kosova,

Ibidem,
Kosova dhe Enver Hoxha përmes dokumenteve arkivore të pabotueme deri më sot,
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Shteti
Isa Demaj- jeta dhe veprimtaria atdhetare,

Demonstratat e gjashtëdhjetetetës 1
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Nationalists from the Albanian nationality try to 
present their activity as an effort to realize the rights of the Albanian nationality 
on behalf of the working class and the Albanian intelligentsia. According to 
Bajra, such nationalists expressed their interests as selfish and nationalist.

We will not allow the worm of mistrust to enter 
between Albanians and Serbs in any way. We will never allow this, but if there is 
a need, we will also shed blood.

Demonstratat, 
Problemi shqiptar në RS të Maqedonisë, 1966-1974

Problemi,
Kosova në arkivat e shtetit shqiptar, 1950-1969

Kosova,
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“Bulletin” no. 23 and 24 on the demonstrations in Kosovo”

Our 
interest and that of our Kosovar brothers want the situation in Kosovo not to 
worsen, for the demonstrations not to be dramatized.

Ibidem,
Kosova,

Shteti,  
Ibidem
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this principle does not prevent us from raising our voice in defense of 
the rights of the Albanian population in Yugoslavia

the members of the delegation have no a priori right to trust the Kosovars, 
therefore they must be instructed to be vigilant against those who raise such 
demands, and that we do not separate the problem of Kosovo from the solution 
of the general problem of Yugoslavia

our attitude towards Yugoslavia has 
not changed and that we advise the Kosovars to fight to gain rights in all 
directions aiming to enjoy the same rights that they also enjoy the other 
nationalities in Yugoslavia

Kosova në sfondin e diplomacisë së Jugosllavisë dhe të Shqipërisë, 1945-1981

Deveti Kongres SKJ

Kosova,
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Kosova,
Studime historike

Vjetari
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appreciated the role of 
Skanderbeg as a historical personality, whose importance went beyond the 
national borders of the Albanians, because he fought against the Ottoman 
invaders to protect the freedom of the Albanian nation.

“a representation 
of the population of Kosovo”.

the 
Albanian delegation would be truly welcomed and fully respected

Roli i Kosovës,
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before we left, they invited us to the Provincial Council to give us instructions 
regarding our stay in Albania. We were welcomed by Fadil Hoxha, Ilia Vakiqi 
and Kadri Reufi, senior party functionaries in the Communist League of Kosovo. 
They told us that we should be careful if something is said against Tito, the 
Communist Party and Yugoslavia, and the Kosovar delegation has the duty to 
protest on the spot. Fadil Hoxha even according to prof. Mark told you that if 
this happens, they should protest loudly, and leave the meeting.

none of our delegation talks 
except him (Mark), who emphasized that we are guests of the University of 
Tirana, and every success of Albania is our pride in Kosovo. We wish to 
normalize relations with Yugoslavia on the political level. 

that we 
are the sons of a mother and grandmother, and that we are happy that you gain 
as many rights as possible and that we have you among us.

Kanun

Rilindja
Shteti,

Kujtime e përjetime
Rilindja
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Aleks Buda-kujtime 2
Aleks Buda,

Kosova,
Ibidem
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in 
the official meeting that Bujar Hoxha had with some members of the Commission 
for changing the statute of Kosovo, he learned that its autonomy will be 
strengthened even for the majority of problems, it wants this connection with the 
Federation and not with the Republic of Serbia. The leadership of Kosovo has 
not itself proposed the creation of the Republic of Kosovo, as such a proposal, in 
their opinion, is not appropriate for the current situation.

the intelligence of Kosovo has made 
a bad impression, that both the press and our radio, did not even give an official 
announcement about the Skanderbeg symposium that was held in Pristina, as 
well as about the impressions of our delegation that participated there

Ibidem,
Ibidem,

Kosova,
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the efforts of the 
Yugoslav side to improve relations with Albania came to the fore in a series of 
initiatives and proposals, but Albanians only accepted what corresponded to 
their interests.

We have and will have commercial relations with Yugoslavia, but this will not 
bring our positive attitude towards the Yugoslav policy towards the Albanians, 

Kosova,

Istorija 20. 
veka

Kulturno i ekonomsko,
Ibidem,
Ibidem,
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Ibidem,
Ibidem.
Ibidem,
Ibidem
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Ibidem,
Ibidem,
Ibidem.

Historia e Lidhjes,
Kulturno i ekonomsko,
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Historia e Lidhjes,
Kulturno i ekonomsko,

Shteti,
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Historia e Lidhjes së Komunistëve të Jugosllavisë

Deveti Kongres SKJ

Diplomacia e vetizolimit, rasti i Shqipërisë 1961-1989

Kosova, Vëllimi 3
Kthesa historike - shteti paralel dhe rezistenca e armatosur

Kosova në sfondin e diplomacisë së Jugosllavisë dhe të Shqipërisë, 1945-
1981

Interesne  sfere,
Aleks Buda-kujtime 2

Lëvizjet studentore për Republikën e Kosovës 1968, 1981, 1997,

Vepra
Serbët dhe shqiptarët

, Shkodan. Kosova 1968-1990
Kujtime e përjetime

Problemi shqiptar në RS të Maqedonisë, 1966-1974

Vjetari,                            
Nyja e Kosovës, as Vllasi as Millosheviqi, 

Kosova dhe Enver Hoxha, 
Isa Demaj- jeta dhe veprimtaria atdhetare,

Demonstratat e gjashtëdhjetetetës, Vëllimi 1
Istorija  Jugoslavije 1918-1970

Tito-tajna veka,
Marrëdhëniet shqiptaro-jugosllave, 1944-1948

Kosova në arkivat e shtetit shqiptar, 1950-1969

Qëndrimi i Shqipërisë ndaj demonstratave në Kosovë më 1968

Shteti shqiptar dhe çështja e Kosovës, 1939-1981
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Rilindja
Zëri i Popullit


