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Research, National Museum of the Holodomor Genocide, Kyiv, Ukraine

Kyiv, Ukraine

This article explores the response of the German-language 
press to the events related to illegal crossings of the Romanian-Soviet border in 
the early 1930s, the number of which significantly increased due to the 
Holodomor and repressions in the Ukrainian SSR. The study aims to analyze 
the coverage of these events in German-language media, the influence of such 
publications on shaping public opinion regarding Soviet policy in Ukraine, and 
to confirm the thesis about the awareness of European governments of the real 
situation in the USSR. During the study, periodical publications from the 1920s 
and 1930s printed in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, 
Luxembourg, and Liechtenstein were processed. The novelty of the research is
the discovery of the accounts of eyewitnesses and participants of escapes across 
the Romanian-Soviet border, who managed to reach the right bank of the 
Dniester. Moreover, little-known facts about the consideration of the issue of 
crossing this border by refugees at the League of Nations level were revealed,
and for the first time, literary works of German-speaking authors dedicated to 
the events of the Holodomor and the attempts of Ukrainians to escape from 
famine and persecution were analyzed. 

The conclusion of the study highlights the high potential of the 
German-language press of the early 1930s as a previously underexplored 
source of knowledge about the history of the Holodomor. The newspapers quite 
thoroughly covered the problem of illegal crossing the border to escape from 
hunger and repression in the USSR. Most of the materials on these topics were 
published throughout February-April 1932. The narratives within these reports 
illustrate the scenes of tragedy and despair, documenting harrowing encounters 
with Bolshevik military forces and the orchestrated targeting of fleeing civilians 
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these accounts provide information about socio-economic circumstances and 
underlying motivations precipitating their exodus from Ukraine. Moreover, the 
newspapers critically assessed Soviet propaganda narratives, exposing the 
discreet contrast between the purported prosperity within the USSR and the 
harsh realities endured by Ukrainian peasants under Soviet governance.

In addition, we can assume that these publications were impactful,
since some writers even presumably built the storylines of their literary works 
based on such materials. One of these books was the novel „Thanks to You, I 
Found My Homeland” written by Klothilde von Stegmann. Her text was 
partially published in the newspapers during the early 1930s, and one of the
fragments at the beginning of the novel contained an episode about the escapes 
across the Soviet-Romanian border. However, in the post-war edition of the
book, this fragment was deleted for unknown reasons. Finally, the presence of 
literary texts dedicated to escapes from the USSR indicates that this topic went 
beyond the professional circle of journalists and diplomats; it was discussed 
and reflected upon by the wider population.

Holodomor, genocide, Soviet-Romanian border, press, 
German-language press, newspapers, refugees, resistance.

povezane sa ilegalnim prelazima rumunsko-sovjetske granice u ranim 1930-im 

medijima na publikacija na oblikovanje javnog 
mijenja o sovjetskoj politici u Ukrajini, te potvrditi tezu o svijesti evropskih 
vlada o stvarnoj situaciji u SSSR-
publikacije iz 1920-ih i 1930-ih štampane u Nj

-sovjetske granice, 
koji su uspj
poznati faktori o razmatranju pitanja prelaska ove granice od strane izbjeglica 

da pobjegnu od gladi i progonstva.

Novine su temeljno pokrivale problem ilegalnog prelaska granice radi bjekstva 
od gladi i represije u SSSR-
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tokom februara-aprila 1932. godine. Narativi unutar ovih izvještaja ilustruju 

snagama i usmjereno targetiranje bj
j

vnim motivima koji su doveli do 
jenjivale 

navodne prosperitetnosti unutar SSSR-a i surove stvarnosti s kojom su se 

jela na osnovu takvih 
materijala. Jedna od tih knjiga bila je roman „Hvala ti, pronašla sam svoju 
domovinu“ autorke Klothilde von Stegmann. Njen tekst dj
u novinama tokom ranih 1930-

u poslijeratnom izdanju knjige, ovaj fragment je izbrisan iz nepoznatih razloga. 
-a ukazuje 

na to da je ova tema nadmašila profesionalni krug novinara i diplomata; o njoj 

Arhivele Totalitarismului

Holodomor Studies
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Encyclopedia. History of science magazine and encyclopedic studies

Nelehal'ni mihratsiini protsesy na pol's'ko-radians'komu kordoni (v 
administratyvnykh mezhakh USRR/URSR) u 1921–1939 rr. [The illegal migration processes on 
the Polish-Soviet border (within the administrative boundaries of Ukrainian SSR) in 1921–1939], 

Visnyk Kyivs'koho natsional'noho universytetu 
imeni Tarasa Shevchenka. Istoriia. – Bulletin of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv
History

Formuvannia ta funktsionuvannia radians'ko-pol's'koho kordonu u 1921–1939 
rokakh [Formation and functioning of the Soviet-Polish border in 1921–1939]

Istoryko-politychni problemy suchasnoho 
svitu: Zbirnyk naukovykh statei [Modern Historical and Political Issues: Journal in Historical & 
Political Sciences]

Naukovyi visnyk Lvivs'koho derzhavnoho universytetu vnutrishnikh sprav.
Seriia yurydychna [Scientific bulletin of the Lviv State University of Internal Affairs. Legal
series]

Usna istoriia u dzherel'nii baz stud i Holodomoru: istoriia formuvannia ta 
informatsiinyi potentsial korpusu svidchen' [Oral history as a Source for Holodomor Studies: 
Formation of Eyewitness Testimony Collections and their Informative Value]

Ukrains'kyi istorychnyi 
zhurnal [Ukrainian historical magazine]
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Kölnische Zeitung Vorwärts Der Grafschafter
Bergische Post Der Bote vom Geising und Müglitztal-Zeitung Sächsische 
Volkszeitung Neue Züricher Zeitung Walliser Volksfreund
Walliser Bote Der Bund Geschäftsblatt für den oberen Teil des Kantons Bern

Freiheit Salzburger Kirchenblatt Tiroler Anzeiger Welt 
Blatt Vorarlberger Volksblatt Kärntner Volkszeitung und Heimatblatt

Obermosel Zeitung Luxemburger Wort
Liechtensteiner Volksblatt Liechtensteiner 

Nachrichten Sozialdemokrat

Ibidem
Ibidem

Naukovyi visnyk Lvivs'koho derzhavnoho universytetu vnutrishnikh sprav. 
Seriia yurydychna [Scientific bulletin of the Lviv State University of Internal Affairs. Legal 
series]

Malaya sovetskaya entsiklopediya [Small Soviet 
Encyclopedia]

Salzburger 
Volksblatt, “

, Wiener Allgemeiner Zeitung, ; “
Tages-Post, ,

Reichspost,
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Freie Stimmen

Freiheit

Kölnische Zeitung

Erlafthal-Bote, 

Klagenfurter Zeitung,

Neues Wiener Tagblatt,
Freie Stimmen, 

Visnyk Natsional'noho universytetu “Lvivs'ka politekhnika” Derzhava ta 
armiia [Bulletin of the National University Lviv Polytechnic. The state and the army]

Entsyklopediia 
istorii Ukrainy [Encyclopedia of the History of Ukraine]
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Liechtensteiner Volksblatt

Vorwärts

Sozialdemokrat

Kölnische
Zeitung,

Liechtensteiner Volksblatt,

Vorwärts,
Ibidem
Ibidem

Sozialdemokrat,
Ibidem
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Kärntner 
Volkszeitung und Heimatblatt

Izvestiya

Kölnische Zeitung Der Grafschafter
Liechtensteiner Nachrichten

Ibidem
Kärntner Volkszeitung und Heimatblatt,

Sozialdemokrat,
Ibidem

Kölnische Zeitung,
Der Grafschafter,

Liechtensteiner Nachrichten,
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Der 
Bund Neue Züricher Zeitung
Curentul

Liechtensteiner Nachrichten,
And Quiet Flows, AT,

Ibidem
Ibidem
Ibidem
Ibidem

Der Bund,

Neue 
Züricher Zeitung, ,

Ibidem Der Bund,

Neue Züricher Zeitung,
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Liechtensteiner Nachrichten

Bergische Post
Le Matin

Bergische Post

Ibidem
Neue Züricher Zeitung,

Liechtensteiner Nachrichten, 
Luxemburger Wort,

Neue Züricher Zeitung
Der Bund,

Walliser Bote,
Bergische Post,
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Vorwärts

Luxemburger Wort

Liechtensteiner Nachrichten

Vorarlberger Volksblatt

Ibidem
Vorwärts

Ibidem
Luxemburger 

Wort,
Liechtensteiner Nachrichten
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Liechtensteiner Volksblatt

Vorarlberger Volksblatt, 
Liechtensteiner 

Volksblatt,
Ibidem
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Sozialdemokrat

Olanesti forest

Ibidem
Sozialdemokrat, ,

Ibidem

Sozialdemokrat,
Ibidem
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Sächsische Volkszeitung Der Bote vom Geising 
und Müglitztal-Zeitung

Liechtensteiner Volksblatt

Walliser Volksfreund

Liechtensteiner Nachrichten

Obermosel Zeitung

Der Bote vom 
Geising und Müglitztal-Zeitung, ,

Sächsische 
Zeitung, 

Liechtensteiner Volksblatt,

Walliser Volksfreund,

Liechtensteiner Nachrichten,
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Salzburger Kirchenblatt

Neuer Züricher Zeitung

Luxemburger Wort

Thanks to You, I Found My 

Obermosel Zeitung,
Salzburger Kirchenblatt,

Neuer Züricher Zeitung

Luxemburger Wort,
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Geschäftsblatt für den oberen Teil des Kantons Bern
Neuigkeits-Welt-Blatt Tiroler Anzeiger

Thanks to You, I 
Found My Homeland

Romanians

Neuigkeits-Welt-Blatt, 

Tiroler Anzeiger, 
Geschäftsblatt für den oberen Teil des Kantons Bern,

Neuigkeits-Welt-Blatt, 
Tiroler Anzeiger
Neuigkeits-Welt-Blatt, 

Durch dich fand ich 
die Heimat [Thanks to You, I Found My Homeland]

Ibidem
Ibidem
Ibidem
Ibidem
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Geschäftsblatt für den oberen Teil des Kantons Bern,
Ibidem
Ibidem
Ibidem
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Nelehal'ni mihratsiini protsesy na pol's'ko-radians'komu kordoni (v 
administratyvnykh mezhakh USRR/URSR) u 1921–1939 rr. [The illegal migration 
processes on the Polish-Soviet border (within the administrative boundaries of 
Ukrainian SSR) in 1921–1939], 

Formuvannia ta funktsionuvannia radians'ko-pol's'koho kordonu u 
1921–1939 rokakh [Formation and functioning of the Soviet-Polish border in 1921–
1939]

Geschäftsblatt für den oberen Teil des Kantons 
Bern,

Neues Wiener Tagblatt, 
Der Bote vom 

Geising und Müglitztal-Zeitung, ,
Sächsische 

Zeitung, 
Liechtensteiner Volksblatt,

Walliser Bote,

, Wiener Allgemeiner 
Zeitung, .

Der Bund,

Luxemburger Wort,

Liechtensteiner 
Volksblatt,

Der Bund,

Tages-Post,
,

Kärntner Volkszeitung und 
Heimatblatt,
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Liechtensteiner Nachrichten,

Kölnische Zeitung,
Luxemburger Wort,

Luxemburger Wort,

Vorarlberger Volksblatt,

Reichspost,
Walliser Volksfreund,

Liechtensteiner Nachrichten,

Vorwärts,

Liechtensteiner Nachrichten, 
Salzburger Kirchenblatt,

Neuigkeits-Welt-Blatt, 

Tiroler Anzeiger, 

Liechtensteiner Nachrichten,
Freie Stimmen, 

Neue Züricher Zeitung,

Obermosel Zeitung,
Erlafthal-Bote, 

Klagenfurter Zeitung, 
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Freiheit!,
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Der Grafschafter,

Salzburger Volksblatt, 
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formuvannia ta informatsiinyi potentsial korpusu svidchen' [Oral history as a Source 
for Holodomor Studies: Formation of Eyewitness Testimony Collections and their 
Informative Value]
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