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Department of History of Ukraine, Faculty of History and Law, Nizhyn Mykola 
Gogol State University, Nizhyn, Ukraine

In this article, the author studied how the local printed 
media of the South-Western Railways (Ukrainian SSR) reacted to the 
Holodomor – the artificial famine of 1932–1933. While Soviet newspapers were 
primarily viewed as instruments for disseminating state-approved narratives, 
this study argues that the local railway press serves as a valuable but often 
overlooked source for understanding the multifaceted realities of Soviet society 
during this tumultuous period. 

Examining the editorial mechanisms of the railway press, the article 
discusses the involvement of workers and farmers as correspondents. The use of 
„robsilkors” (workers’ and farmers’ correspondents) in reporting everyday 
issues and problems within the railway system highlights a dynamic interaction 
between the press, its readership, and the authorities. The press functioned as 
an information conduit to party units and law enforcement, emphasizing the so-
called „self-criticism campaigns” and denunciations.

Under totalitarian censorship and government control, the newspapers
did not openly write about starvation and mass mortality. The press, however, 
inadvertently provided glimpses into the harsh realities of everyday life, 
especially in local publications where censorship was comparatively weaker. 
They unveiled details showcasing the impact of food shortages, malnutrition, 
and unsanitary conditions. While workers had access to canteens and a food 
supply system, theft and misappropriation were survival strategies. The press 
documented cases of intentional damage to grain cargoes and corruption in the 
food stamps system. Despite receiving state-provided goods, workers faced 
challenges with the quality of provisions and sanitary conditions in canteens.

Moreover, along with covering the famine, the press actively 
disseminated propaganda aimed at reinforcing the divide between the working 
class and farmers. This contrast was evident, yet many railway workers 
experienced life similar to farmers, owning land and resisting state-imposed 
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participate in the so-called „mass campaigns” in the villages, which sometimes 
appeared to be confiscating food from the farmers' houses. Refusal to join these 
campaigns could lead to the denunciation on the newspapers pages. 

In conclusion, this research offers a comprehensive understanding of 
the Soviet railway press during the Holodomor years, revealing its dual nature 
as a propagandistic tool and a subtle source of authentic information. By 
dissecting the content and contextualizing the narratives within the socio-
political landscape, the study contributes to a more nuanced understanding of 
the complexities of Soviet society during a period of historical upheaval.

Newspapers, Holodomor, press, railway, everyday life, 
censorship, famine, Soviet Union, Ukrainian SSR, South-Western Railways. 

štampani

umjetnu glad iz 1932. do 1933. godine. Dok su sovjetske novine prvenstveno 

j

turbulentnog perioda.

zv. „kampanje 
samokritike“ i denuncijacije.

Pod totalitarnom cenzurom i vladinom kontrolom, novine nisu otvoreno 

cenzura bila relativno slabija. Ove publikacije su otkrile detalje koji pokazuju 
utjecaj nestašice hrane, pothranjenosti i neurednih uslova. Iako su radnici 

problemima u kvaliteti namirnica i sanitarnih uslova u kantinama.
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Osim što je pokrivala glad, štampa je aktivno širila propagandu 

zv. „masovnim 
kampanjama“ u selima, koje su ponekad izgledale kao oduzimanje hrane iz 

denuncijacije u novinama.

društveno-

Presa 
bilshovyzmy [The Press of the Bolshevism]

Osnovnyie funktsii i printsipy partiynoy i sovetskoy pechati [Main 
Gazeta i derevnya 

[Newspaper and Village]
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Ukrainians SSR Press in the Context of Ukrainianzation Policy (the 1920s – 1930s)],
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Gudok

Chernihivskyi 
Zaliznychnyk (Chernihiv Railway Worker)

Presa yak dzherelo z istorii robitnychoho klasu Ukrainy v period 
sotsialistychnoho budivnytstva (1921–1941 rr) [Press as a Source for the History of the Working 
Class of Ukraine during the Socialist Construction Period]

The Birth of the Propaganda State: Soviet Methods of Mass Mobilization, 1917–
1929
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Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk
All local committees of the branch Nizhyn – Cherhihiv – Homel have to 

start the work among their workers’ collectives to distribute the subscription to 
the large-circulation newspaper of our junction Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk, 
make the lists [of subscribers] and send them to the editors’ office.13

Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk .

In the Bobrynska depot, com. 
Petrushyna is delivering the Udarnyk Transporta newspapers to the 
subscribers, but she hands them out to anyone and sometimes throws them into 
the paper waste, and we, the workers of the party brigade, often are left without 
a newspaper15.

Almost all group organizations are politically poorly 
developed’ they irregularly read newspapers’ they poorly orient themselves in 
the political situation.

Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Materiialy obstezhennia part-masovoi roboty v nyzovykh zveniakh po Koziatynskomu vuzlu 

Pivd. Zakh. zalizn. vid 10–12 serpnia 1932 r. za pidpysom Instruktora Dorozhnoho 
partorhanizatora PZZ Kulbachko ta in. [Materials of the audit of the Party and mass work in the 
low-level units of the Koziatyn junction of the South-Western Railways from August 10–12, 1932, 
signed by the instructor of the Road Party Organizer Kulbachko et al],
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Perechen (na mirnoe vremya) A) svedeniy, sostavlyayuschih voennuyu taynu i ne 
podlezhaschih oglasheniyu v tselyah ohraneniya voennyih interesov SSSR. B) svedeniy, 
sostavlyayuschih taynu i ne podlezhaschih oglasheniyu v tselyah ohraneniya ekonomiko-
politichesk. interesov SSSR  [List of (for peacetime) A) information that constitutes a military 
secret and is not subject to disclosure to protect the USSR's military interests. B) information that 
constitutes a secret and is not subject to disclosure in order to protect the economic and political 
interests of the USSR]

Lyst Yu. Voitsekhovskoho; Serbichenko do Politbiuro TsK KP(b)U Pro avariiu na perehoni st. 
Zelena – Yakovlivka Katerynoslavskoi zaliznytsi vid 19.V-1932 r. [Letter of Yu. Voitsekhivskyi; 
Serbichenko to the Politburo of the CC CP(B)U about the accident on the stretch between Zelena 
and Yakovlivka stations of the Katerynoslavska railway from May 19, 1932]
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Koziatyn Railway Worker 

Koziatynskyi Zaliznychnyk [Koziatyn Railway Worker],

Acta Historica Tallinnensia
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On August 9, the 
printed the piece ‘Enemy of the Transport—Out of the Party and Transport!’. 
The bureau of the party unit of the Chernihiv depot informs the editorial office: 
for his right opportunist practices, the technician Lekhman was expelled from 
the Party

(The signals of the press should be clearly reflected in the daily 
work. We are expecting an immediate response from the district [Party]
organizations on what is done regarding the following publications…23

Poliskyi Zaliznychnyk [Polissia Railway Worker],
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),

Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
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Koziatynskyi Zaliznychnyk [Koziatyn Railway Worker]
Poliskyi Zaliznychnyk [Polissia Railway Worker],
Poliskyi Zaliznychnyk [Polissia Railway Worker],
Syhnal Udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)

Istorychna Pravda, 
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Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk 
[Chernihiv Railway Worker]

Syhnal Udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)
Ibidem
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Syhnal Udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)
Syhnal Udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)
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(There are the cases in our Transport 
Consuming Society when the workers who sell the products squander the 
industrial goods to their acquaintances. People who do not have any relation to 
the transport, such as artists, cinema workers, medical staff, and other close 
acquaintances of the counterman, receive the industrial goods38

Koziatyn Railway Worker
Morning. The workers of the Koziatyn station, by the long exclamations 

Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Syhnal Udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker] Chernihivskyi 

Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker],
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‘Hurray!’, greet the Komsomol train to Moscow that departs and goes by the 
bread route. A short meeting begins. The orchestra is playing ‘The 
Internationale’ .

Syhnal Udarnyka

(In 
order to help the subordinate village of Khatsky during the sowing campaign, 
the Komsomol unit of the steam depot No, 16 chose the Komsomol member 
Sydorovych and sent him to the village for ten days. /…/ Unfortunately, 
Sydorovych did not live up to the trust, did not perform the tasks set by the 

Koziatynskyi Zaliznychnyk [Koziatyn Railway Worker]
Koziatynskyi Zaliznychnyk [Koziatyn Railway Worker]
Ibidem
Syhnal Udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)
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… the worker of the Konotop station has to sell 177 kilos of rye to 
the state. But he stubbornly does not hand it over. The last plenum of the village 
council, having discussed this, decided to ask the party, professional and 
economic organizations of the transport to expel him from the industry as a 
saboteur of the grain procurement process

Khrystynivka Railway Worker Assistant 
of the train driver Hrubsky was hiding under his bed 16 poods of grain 
[approx. 260 kg] belonging to the farmer Hryts Kulyk. For doing so, Kulyk 
gave him 1,5 poods [approx. 25 kg] of white flour. For such actions, Hrubsky 
must be excluded from the supply system so that he won't sabotage the grain 
procurement once more48.

Kulak’s daughter is working on
the post of the timekeeper. /…/ This person will actively help to cover the 
truants because truancy is the enemy of the socialism building; it disorganizes 
the work of our transport and plays right into the hands of the class enemy,

Udarnyk Transporta

Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Khrystynivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Khrystynivka Railway Worker]
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
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Materiialy obstezhennia part-masovoi roboty v nyzovykh zveniakh po 
Koziatynskomu vuzlu Pivd. Zakh. zalizn. vid 10–12 serpnia 1932 r. za pidpysom 
Instruktora Dorozhnoho partorhanizatora PZZ Kulbachko ta in. [Materials of the audit 
of the Party and mass work in the low-level units of the Koziatyn junction of the South-
Western Railways from August 10–12, 1932, signed by the instructor of the Road Party 
Organizer Kulbachko et al].

2.
Lyst, Yu. Voitsekhovskoho; Serbichenko do Politbiuro TsK KP(b)U Pro 

avariiu na perehoni st. Zelena – Yakovlivka Katerynoslavskoi zaliznytsi vid 19.V-1932 
r. [Letter of Yu. Voitsekhivskyi; Serbichenko to the Politburo of the CC CP(B)U about 
the accident on the stretch between Zelena and Yakovlivka stations of the 
Katerynoslavska railway, May 19, 1932].

Perechen 
(na mirnoe vremya) A) svedeniy, sostavlyayuschih voennuyu taynu i ne podlezhaschih 
oglasheniyu v tselyah ohraneniya voennyih interesov SSSR. B) svedeniy, 
sostavlyayuschih taynu i ne podlezhaschih oglasheniyu v tselyah ohraneniya 
ekonomiko-politichesk. interesov SSSR  [List of (for peacetime) A) information that 
constitutes a military secret and is not subject to disclosure to protect the USSR's 
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military interests. B) information that constitutes a secret and is not subject to 
disclosure in order to protect the economic and political interests of the USSR].

Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker],
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker]
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker],
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker],
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker],
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker],
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker],
Chernihivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Chernihiv Railway Worker],
Khrystynivskyi Zaliznychnyk [Khrystynivka Railway Worker],
Koziatynskyi Zaliznychnyk [Koziatyn Railway Worker],
Koziatynskyi Zaliznychnyk [Koziatyn Railway Worker],
Koziatynskyi Zaliznychnyk [Koziatyn Railway Worker],
Koziatynskyi Zaliznychnyk [Koziatyn Railway Worker]
Poliskyi Zaliznychnyk [Polissia Railway Worker],
Poliskyi Zaliznychnyk [Polissia Railway Worker],
Poliskyi Zaliznychnyk [Polissia Railway Worker],
Syhnal udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)
Syhnal Udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)
Syhnal udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)
Syhnal udarnyka [Signal of the Striking Worker] (Kyiv)
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),
Udarnyk Transporta [Striking Worker of the Transport] (Konotop),

Presa bilshovyzmy [The Press of the Bolshevism]

Everyday Stalinism: Ordinary Life in Extraordinary Times: Soviet 
Russia in the 1930s, 
Investigation of the Ukrainian famine, 1932-1933: report to Congress: adopted by the 
Commission, April 19, 1988, submitted to Congress, April 22, 1988, 

The Birth of the Propaganda State: Soviet Methods of Mass Mobilization, 
1917–1929

Presa USRR v konteksti polityky ukrainizatsiyi (20-30-ti roky XX st) 
[The Ukrainians SSR Press in the Context of Ukrainianzation Policy (the 1920s –
1930s)],

Partiya – organizator rabselkorovskogo dvizheniya v SSSR 
[Party, the Organizer of the Workers’ and Farmers Movement in the USSR],
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12Povsiakdenne zhyttia robitnykiv Kharkova v 1920-ti — na

pochatku 1930-kh rokiv [Everyday Life of the Workers of Kharkiv in the 1920s and 
Early 1930s],

Osnovnyie funktsii i printsipy partiynoy i sovetskoy pechati [Main 
Principles of the Party and Soviet Publishing],

Gazeta i derevnya [Newspaper and Village],

Presa yak dzherelo z istorii robitnychoho klasu Ukrainy v period 
sotsialistychnoho budivnytstva (1921–1941 rr) [Press as a Source for the History of the 
Working Class of Ukraine during the Socialist Construction Period].
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Siveryanskyi Litopys,


