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At its inception, when the Ottoman Empire was still a frontier 
principality,  it had set its direction to the West due to its geographical location. 
This naturally necessitated a struggle with the states in the Balkans and Europe, 
particularly the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire. The Ottoman Empire, due 
to its geographical location and the fact that it was the flagbearer of Islam, 
considered the territories it referred to as Rumili—territories that mostly bring 
the Balkans to mind— important and prioritized. This prioritization was evident 
in its actions.

During its periods of strength, the Ottoman Empire gave precedence to 
the West, investing in these regions to establish permanence and root in the lands 
it conquered. In times of decline, it continued similar activities to retain its 
existing territories. During the Tanzimat Era, reforms were implemented across 
political, social, economic, military, administrative, cultural, and other domains. 
Administratively, the provinces (vilayets) replaced the former state (eyalet) 
system. When the administrative system transitioned to provinces, the Danube 
Province (Tuna Vilayeti) was established as a pilot region, where a series of 
reforms were carried out. The Ottoman Empire also prioritized Rumili in its 
transportation projects, initiating the construction of railways and telegraph 
lines in the region. While these projects aimed to prevent the loss of these 

'Civil Servants from Pristina According to Sicill-
i Ahval Registers,
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territories, it should not be ignored that the powerful Western states seeking to 
influence the Balkans had the demands for reforms in Rumili. 

 The modernization efforts initiated in the imperial center were also 
extended to the provinces as resources allowed. Among the reforms deemed 
necessary for the Ottoman Empire's prosperity, education came to the forefront.  
It was realized that the key to modernization in all fields and at every level was 
the projects to be carried out in education. Within its financial means, the 
Ottoman governments first carried out educational reforms in the imperial 
center, later extending them to the provincial regions. The first idadi 
school(Ottoman high school) in the provinces was established in 1875 in 
Yeni ehir (Larissa) in the Peloponnese region of the Balkans. The administrators 
who founded the Yeni ehir Idadi School in Yanina, which provided mixed-gender 
education, likely intended to raise loyal individuals to the state in line with the 
Ottomanism policy. There was consensus among the administrative cadres that 
no progress or innovation could occur without education.The Kosovo region in 
the Balkans holds an important place in Ottoman geography. The city of Pristina 
stands out for having been the central sanjak of Kosovo Province and for 
currently serving as the capital of the Republic of Kosovo. 

Pristina was the center of Kosovo Province from its establishment until 
1888. Under Ottoman rule, many ethnic groups lived in Kosovo Province, 
including Muslim groups such as Turks, Albanians, and Bosnians, and Christian 
groups such as Bulgarians, Serbs, Macedonians, Greeks, and Vlachs. In the 
Sanjak of Pristina, as in the entire Kosovo Province, emphasis was placed on the 
development of modern education. In Pristina, as throughout the Ottoman 
Empire, efforts were made to transform traditional primary schools (Sibyan 
schools) into schools operating under the new system, along with the 
establishment of new primary schools, Rushdiye, Idadi, and Teacher Training 
Schools. 

This study aims to examine the educational activities in Pristina during 
the modernization period of the Ottoman Empire. By examining the archive 
records in the Presidential Ottoman Archive, which include the registry records 
of Pristina-born Ottoman officials in the Ottoman bureaucracy, the traces and 
impacts of educational reforms in Pristina, as a provincial city, were traced and 
analyzed. 

Tanzimat, Kosovo Province, General Education Regulation 
(Maarif-i Umumiye Regulation), Rü tiye, Teacher Training School
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Na svom po etku, kada je Osmansko carstvo još uvijek bilo 
pograni

sa Isto
injenice da je bilo nosilac islama, smatralo teritorije 

Tokom perioda svoje snage, Osmansko carstvo je davalo prednost 
i u ove regije kako bi uspostavilo trajnost i pustilo korijene u 

nim aktivnostima 

kom, društvenom, ekonomskom, vojnom, administrativnom, 

e dalo prioritet 
inju

e gubitak 

da uti
eti u carskom centru prošireni su i na 

eno je da je klju
nivou bio u projektima koji 

kom 

e po 

ke 
grupe, uklju uju
krš
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 Ba bakanl k Osmanl  Ar ivlerine Göre
Tarih Boyunca Rumeli Co rafyas nda lim, rfan ve Hikmet

BAL-TAM Türklük Bilgisi

Kosova Vilayetinde E itim Kurumlar
Türk Kültürü 

nceleme Dergisi
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 Ba bakanl k Osmanl  Ar ivlerine Göre
Osmanl  Devleti’nde Nafia Nezareti

Osmanl  lim, Dü ünce ve Sanat Dünyas nda Balkanlar
Sinerji-Uluslararas  Alan E itimi 

Ara t rmalar  Dergisi
 Ba bakanl k Osmanl  Ar ivlerine Göre
Kosova Vilâyeti’nin dari ve Sosyal Yap s , 
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Education and science are essential for everyone and for all 
virtuous endeavors. Industries and crafts develop through learning science. The 
advancement of humanity also depends on education. To cite a few examples, 
astronomy and meteorology are necessary for the development of maritime 
activities and maritime trade, while mathematics is indispensable for warfare 
and military affairs.  

Published in Takvim-i Vekayi on 6 February 1839 (21 Zilkade 1254), the 
Brief of the Meclis-i Umur-  Nafia (Council of Public Works) was the beginning 
of the modernization transformation. This significant document emphasized that 
education was a source of happiness for the people, that the salvation of the poor 
and ignorant masses depended on education, that industry could not advance 
solely through practical skills, and that the primary goal of the state should be 
to promote literacy and education . 

Tanzimat’tan Cumhuriyet’e Kadar E itim Sistemi, Yönetimi ve Denetimi

Osmanl dan Günümüze E itim Tarihi

Osmanl dan Günümüze E itim Tarihi
 Ba bakanl k Osmanl  Ar ivlerine Göre

Yüzüncü Y l Üniversitesi E itim Fakültesi Dergisi
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Kosova Vilâyeti’nin dari ve Sosyal Yap s , 
Kosova Vilâyeti’nin dari ve Sosyal Yap s , 

Kosova Vilayeti’nde Milliyetçilik Hareketleri (1902-1912)
,   

Salnamelere Göre Kosova Vilayetinde E itim-Ö retim

Tanzimat’tan Cumhuriyet’e Kadar E itim Sistemi
Osmanl  Devleti’nin Kosova E itim Sistemi’ne Yönelik Yönetimsel 

Düzenlemeleri
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Salnamelere Göre Kosova Vilayetinde E itim-Ö retim

Kosova Vilâyeti’nin dari 
ve Sosyal Yap s , 

Tanzimat’tan Cumhuriyet’e Rü tiye Mektepleri

Osmanl  Devleti’nin Kosova E itim Sistemi’ne Yönelik Yönetimsel 
Düzenlemeleri

 II. Abdülhamit Döneminde Devletin Kosova’da Açt  Okullar, 

Historijski pogledi

 Ba bakanl k Osmanl  Ar ivlerine Göre
Hacettepe Üniversitesi Türkbilig Dergisi

Kosova Vilayetinde E itim Kurumlar
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Kosova Vilâyeti’nin dari ve Sosyal Yap s , 
 Ba bakanl k Osmanl  Ar ivlerine Göre

Kosova’da Pri tine ehrinin lkö retim 
Okullar nda Türkçe E itim

Salnamelere Göre Kosova Vilayetinde E itim-Ö retim
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 II. Abdülhamit Döneminde Devletin Kosova’da Açt  Okullar, 
Osmanl  Devleti’nin Kosova E itim Sistemi’ne 

Yönelik Yönetimsel Düzenlemeleri
 II. Abdülhamit 

Döneminde Devletin Kosova’da Açt  Okullar,  Ba bakanl k Osmanl  Ar ivlerine 
Göre
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sicill-i ahval

Kosova Vilâyeti’nin dari ve Sosyal Yap s , 

Kosova Vilâyeti’nin dari ve Sosyal Yap s , 



81

Developments in Education during the Modernization era of the Ottoman Empire 
and the educational status of Ottoman bureaucrats from Pristina 

H
IS

TO
RI

JS
KI

 P
O

G
LE

D
I 1

4 
- H

IS
TO

RI
CA

L 
V

IE
W

S 
14

General Distribution of the Birthplaces of 140 Out of 155 Pristina  
Civil Servants Who Served in the Ottoman Empire and Were Recorded in the 

 Sicill-i Ahval Registers. 

studied in Pristina’

Table 2
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icazetname
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Statistical Information on the Educational Status of Pristina Civil Servants.
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Distribution of Languages Known by Pristina  
Civil Servants Other Than Turkish
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Proportion of Pristina Civil Servants' Languages Other Than Turkish.

Tarih Boyunca Rumeli Co rafyas nda lim, rfan 
ve Hikmet, K rklareli Üniversitesi lahiyat Fakültesi- slami limler Ara t rma Vakf
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Maarif-i Umumiye 
Regulation

mekteb-i iptidai
dârülmuallimin

idadi-i mülki

Kosova Vilayetinde E itim Kurumlar
Turkish Studies-International Periodical For The Languages, 

Literature and History of Turkish or Turkic
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s byan iptidai
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Osmanl  Devlet ’nde Naf a Nezaret

S c ll-  Ahval Defterler ne Göre Pr t nel  Memurlar

Tanz mat’tan Cumhur yet’e Rü t ye Mektepler

Salnamelere Göre Kosova V layet nde E t m-Ö ret m

Kosova V layet ’nde M ll yetç l k Hareketler  (1902-1912),
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Tanz mat’tan Cumhur yet’e Kadar E t m S stem , Yönet m  ve 
Denet m

Mütareke Dönem nde Ordunun Durumu ve Yen den Yap lanmas  
(1918-1920)

Kosova V lâyet ’n n darî ve Sosyal Yap s  (1877-1912)

Journal of World of Turks (ZfWT)

S nerj -Uluslararas  Alan E t m  
Ara t rmalar  Derg s

Osmanl  l m, Dü ünce ve Sanat Dünyas nda Balkanlar

Hacettepe Ün vers tes  Türkb l g Derg s

Tar h Boyunca Rumel  Co rafyas nda 
l m, rfan ve H kmet

BAL-TAM Türklük 
B lg s

Tar h Boyunca Rumel  
Co rafyas nda l m, rfan ve H kmet

Türk 
Kültürü nceleme Derg s

H stor jsk  pogled

Yüzüncü Y l Ün vers tes  E t m Fakültes  Derg s

L terature and H story of Turk sh or Turk c
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Biography of Mehmed Hayri Bey, born in Pristina in 1279 (1862/1863).

Biography of Hüseyin Efendi, born in Gilan in 1293 (1876/1877).


