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DEVELOPMENTS IN EDUCATION DURING THE
MODERNIZATION ERA OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE
AND THE EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF OTTOMAN
BUREAUCRATS FROM PRISTINA'

Abstract: At its inception, when the Ottoman Empire was still a frontier
principality, it had set its direction to the West due to its geographical location.
This naturally necessitated a struggle with the states in the Balkans and Europe,
particularly the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire. The Ottoman Empire, due
to its geographical location and the fact that it was the flagbearer of Islam,
considered the territories it referred to as Rumili—territories that mostly bring
the Balkans to mind— important and prioritized. This prioritization was evident
in its actions.

During its periods of strength, the Ottoman Empire gave precedence to
the West, investing in these regions to establish permanence and root in the lands
it conquered. In times of decline, it continued similar activities to retain its
existing territories. During the Tanzimat Era, reforms were implemented across
political, social, economic, military, administrative, cultural, and other domains.
Administratively, the provinces (vilayets) replaced the former state (eyalet)
system. When the administrative system transitioned to provinces, the Danube
Province (Tuna Vilayeti) was established as a pilot region, where a series of
reforms were carried out. The Ottoman Empire also prioritized Rumili in its
transportation projects, initiating the construction of railways and telegraph
lines in the region. While these projects aimed to prevent the loss of these

! This study is based on the master's thesis titled 'Civil Servants from Pristina According to Sicill-
i Ahval Registers,' prepared by Omer Can and published in 2023 at the Social Sciences Institute of
Osmaniye Korkut Ata University.
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territories, it should not be ignored that the powerful Western states seeking to
influence the Balkans had the demands for reforms in Rumili.

The modernization efforts initiated in the imperial center were also
extended to the provinces as resources allowed. Among the reforms deemed
necessary for the Ottoman Empire's prosperity, education came to the forefront.
It was realized that the key to modernization in all fields and at every level was
the projects to be carried out in education. Within its financial means, the
Ottoman governments first carried out educational reforms in the imperial
center, later extending them to the provincial regions. The first idadi
school(Ottoman high school) in the provinces was established in 1875 in
Yenigsehir (Larissa) in the Peloponnese region of the Balkans. The administrators
who founded the Yenisehir Idadi School in Yanina, which provided mixed-gender
education, likely intended to raise loyal individuals to the state in line with the
Ottomanism policy. There was consensus among the administrative cadres that
no progress or innovation could occur without education.The Kosovo region in
the Balkans holds an important place in Ottoman geography. The city of Pristina
stands out for having been the central sanjak of Kosovo Province and for
currently serving as the capital of the Republic of Kosovo.

Pristina was the center of Kosovo Province from its establishment until
1888. Under Ottoman rule, many ethnic groups lived in Kosovo Province,
including Muslim groups such as Turks, Albanians, and Bosnians, and Christian
groups such as Bulgarians, Serbs, Macedonians, Greeks, and Vlachs. In the
Sanjak of Pristina, as in the entire Kosovo Province, emphasis was placed on the
development of modern education. In Pristina, as throughout the Ottoman
Empire, efforts were made to transform traditional primary schools (Sibyan
schools) into schools operating under the new system, along with the
establishment of new primary schools, Rushdiye, Idadi, and Teacher Training
Schools.

This study aims to examine the educational activities in Pristina during
the modernization period of the Ottoman Empire. By examining the archive
records in the Presidential Ottoman Archive, which include the registry records
of Pristina-born Ottoman officials in the Ottoman bureaucracy, the traces and
impacts of educational reforms in Pristina, as a provincial city, were traced and
analyzed.

Key words: Tanzimat, Kosovo Province, General Education Regulation
(Maarif-i Umumiye Regulation), RUstiye, Teacher Training School.

70



Developments in Education during the Modernization era of the Ottoman Empire
and the educational status of Ottoman bureaucrats from Pristina

RAZVOJ OBRAZOVANJA TOKOM ERE MODERNIZACIJE
OSMANSKOG CARSTVA I OBRAZOVNI STATUS OSMANSKIH
CINOVNIKA/SLUZBENIKA 1Z PRISTINE

Apstrakt: Na svom pocetku, kada je Osmansko carstvo jo$ uvijek bilo
pogranicna knezevina, zbog svog geografskog polozaja, usmjerilo se ka Zapadu.
Ovo je prirodno iziskivalo borbu sa drzavama na Balkanu i u Evropi, posebno
sa Istocnim Rimskim (Bizantijskim) carstvom. Osmansko carstvo je, zbog svog
geografskog polozaja i ¢injenice da je bilo nosilac islama, smatralo teritorije
koje je nazivalo Rumelijom — teritorije koje uglavnom podsjecaju na Balkan —
vaznim i prioritetnim. Ova prioritizacija je bila ocigledna u njegovim akcijama.

Tokom perioda svoje snage, Osmansko carstvo je davalo prednost
Zapadu, ulazuéi u ove regije kako bi uspostavilo trajnost i pustilo korijene u
osvojenim zemljama. U periodima opadanja, nastavilo je sa slicnim aktivnostima
kako bi zadrzalo postojece teritorije. Tokom Tanzimatske ere, sprovedene su
reforme u politickom, druStvenom, ekonomskom, vojnom, administrativnom,
kulturnom i drugim domenima. Administrativno, provincije (vilajeti) su
zamijenile bivsi sistem drzave (ejaleta). Kada je administrativni sistem presao
na provincije, Dunavska provincija (Tuna Vilajeti) je uspostavijena kao pilot
regija, gdje je sproveden niz reformi. Osmansko carstvo je takode dalo prioritet
Rumeliji u svojim transportnim projektima, zapocinjucéi izgradnju Zeljeznica i
telegrafskih linija u regionu. lako su ovi projekti imali za cilj da sprijece gubitak
ovih teritorija, ne treba zanemariti da su moc¢ne zapadne drzave koje su zeljele
da uticu na Balkan imale zahtjeve za reformama u Rumeliji.

Modernizacijski napori zapoceti u carskom centru proSireni su i na
provincije, koliko su resursi dozvoljavali. Medu reformama koje su smatrane
neophodnim za prosperitet Osmanskog carstva, obrazovanje je doslo do
izrazaja. Shvaceno je da je klju¢ modernizacije u svim oblastima i na svakom
nivou bio u projektima koji ée se sprovesti u obrazovanju. U okviru svojih
finansijskih mogucnosti, osmanske vlade su prvo sprovele obrazovne reforme u
carskom centru, a kasnije su ih prosirile na provincijske regije. Prva idadija
(osmanska srednja skola) u provincijama osnovana je 1875. godine u Yenisehiru
(Larisa) u Peloponeskoj regiji Balkana. Administratori koji su osnovali Yenigehir
Ildadiju u Yanini, koja je pruzala mjeSovito obrazovanje, vjerovatno su
namjeravali da odgajaju lojalne pojedince drzavi u skladu sa osmanistickom
politikom. Postojao je konsenzus medu administrativnim kadrovima da se bez
obrazovanja ne moze ostvariti napredak niti inovacija. Kosovska regija na
Balkanu zauzima vazno mjesto u osmanskoj geografiji. Grad Pristina se istice po
tome Sto je bio centralni sandzak Kosovskog vilajeta i po tome Sto trenutno sluzi
kao glavni grad Republike Kosovo.

Pristina je bila centar Kosovskog vilajeta od svog osnivanja do 1888.
godine. Pod osmanskom viaséu, u Kosovskom vilajetu su Zivjele mnoge etnicke
grupe, ukljucujuéi muslimanske grupe kao sto su Turci, Albanci i BoSnjaci, te
krSc¢anske grupe kao sto su Bugari, Srbi, Makedonci, Grei i Viasi. U Pristinskom
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sandzaku, kao i u cijelom Kosovskom vilajetu, naglasak je stavljen na razvoj
modernog obrazovanja. U Pristini, kao i Sirom Osmanskog carstva, ulagani su
napori da se tradicionalne osnovne Skole (sibyan skole) transformisu u skole koje
funkcionisu po novom sistemu, uz osnivanje novih osnovnih Skola, ruzdija,
idadija i uciteljskih skola.

Ova studija ima za cilj da ispita obrazovne aktivnosti u Pristini tokom
perioda modernizacije Osmanskog carstva. Ispitivanjem arhivskih zapisa u
Predsjednickom Osmanskom Arhivu, koji ukljucuju maticne knjige osmanskih
zvanicnika rodenih u Pristini u osmanskoj birokratiji, praceni su i analizirani
tragovi i uticaji obrazovnih reformi u Pristini, kao provincijskom gradu.

Kljucne rije€i: Tanzimat, Kosovski vilajet, Pravilnik o opStem
obrazovanju (Maarif-i Umumiye Nizamnamesi), Ruzdija, Uciteljska Skola.

Pre-Modernisation Education in the Ottoman Empire

The Turks endeavored to establish a suitable foundation for education in
the territories they conquered. The main pillar of education in the Ottoman
Empire was the madrasahs. Additionally, an institution called Enderun was
established in the capital, where non-Muslim children recruited through the
devshirme system were trained as high-ranking administrators. Primary
education, unable to undergo significant renewal, remained at a basic level until
the late 19th century. Education beyond primary school was deemed appropriate
only for boys, while girls were largely excluded from formal education. The
predominant focus in education was on religious subjects, emphasizing rote
learning and memorization. Education was generally free of charge until the
Tanzimat period. Starting in 1776, military schools were established to address
the needs of the time, but these institutions also remained under the influence of
the madrasas®.

After the Ottomans conquered Kosovo, as in all other provinces within
the borders of the state, they first built masjids/mosques for religious worship,
followed by schools and madrasas for education. In addition to serving as places
of worship, mosques also functioned as centers for general education. Children,
young people, and adults were taught religious knowledge, Qur'anic sciences,
hadith, figh, ethics, faith, and worship by mosque officials. Meanwhile, tekkes
and dervish lodges were established, where sheikhs and dervishes gave advice
on patience, obedience, humility, tolerance, and good morals, often presenting
the lives of saints as exemplary. Alongside mosques, tekkes, and zawiyas,

2 Necati Demir, Basbakanlik Osmanl1 Arsivlerine Goére 1877-1912 Yillar1 Arasinda Kosova’da
Egitim ve Ogretim, Journal of World of Turks (ZEWT), Vol. 2, No. 3, 2010, 8; Mucize Unlii,
Kosova Vildyeti'nin Idari ve Sosyal Yapisi (1877-1912), Ondokuz Mayis University Institute of
Social Sciences Doctoral Thesis, Samsun 2002, 116.
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primary schools and secondary and advanced madrasas were also opened in
Kosovo. These educational institutions reached every corner of the region, and
teachers or officials were dispatched to provide education®.

After Kosovo came fully under the rule of the Ottoman Empire, as was
customary in Ottoman administration, sibyan schools and madrasas started to be
built in the cities of Kosovo, mostly next to mosques. The construction of these
institutions next to mosques in the cities of Kosovo indicates that Turkish
education began in the region, and many individuals received education in
Turkish. In the Ottoman Empire, Muslims had a school and a madrasa next to
each mosque, while non-Muslims had their own schools next to their churches®.

Education in the Period of Modernisation

Established following the Berlin Congress after the 1877-1878 Ottoman-
Russian War(The War of 93), the Kosovo Province became the northernmost
province of the Ottoman Empire in Rumelia, extending into the interior of
Europe. Attempts by the Serbian, Bulgarian, and Montenegrin states to occupy
the province were persistent. Russia and the Austro-Hungarian Empire sought
opportunities to expand their spheres of influence in the Balkans. In response to
these challenges, the Ottoman Government attached great importance on the
development of education in Kosovo and prioritized the establishment of new
educational institutions to maintain its sovereignty over the province®.

The Ottoman governments pursued several objectives in implementing
modernization efforts: ensuring that the inhabitants of Kosovo lived under better
social and economic conditions, establishing the loyalty of the local population
to the state and strengthening their material and moral well-being, preventing any
unrest that might arise in the region, and safeguarding the region from
occupation®.

With the Tanzimat Edict, it was announced that reforms would be
introduced in social and political fields. The edict did not include any specific
objectives regarding education. However, it became clear that the ongoing and
forthcoming reforms needed to be rooted in education. First, in accordance with
the decisions taken, sibyan schools were extended to four years, and unqualified

3 N. Demir, Basbakanl:k Osmanl: Arsivlerine Gore, 10; Besir Neziri, Pristine’de Agilmasi
Planlanan Medrese-i islamiye, Tarih Boyunca Rumeli Cografyasinda flim, /rfan ve Hikmet,
Kirklareli University Faculty of Theology-Islamic Sciences Research Foundation, Editor: Siddik
Agcoban, Istanbul 2021, 144; According to the Kosovo Province Salnamas, there were Sultan
Selim Madrasah built by Sultan Selim III in 1879-1833 and Pir Nazir Madrasah built after 1885
with the contribution and help of the people in Pristina.

4 Bedrettin Koro, Kosova Vilayetinde Egitim Kurumlari (1877-1912), BAL-TAM Turkluk Bilgisi,
No. 27, 206.

3 B. Koro, Kosova Vilayetinde Egitim Kurumlarz, 210, 211.

% Arzu M. Nurdogan, II. Abdiilhamit Déneminde Devletin Kosova’da A¢tigi Okullar, Ttrk Kultirt
Inceleme Dergisi, No. 25, istanbul 2011, 65.
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individuals were prohibited from teaching. Additionally, a class and examination
system was introduced’.

Organization in the field of modern education in the Ottoman Empire
began with an initiative called ‘Meclis-i Umur-1 Nafia’®. This was followed by
institutions such as Darii's-Sura-y1 Bab-1 Ali, the Supreme Council of Judicial
Ordinances (Meclis-i Vala-y1 Ahkam-1 Adliye), and the Directorate of Riistiye
Schools (Mekatib-i Riistiye Nezareti). When these institutions failed to meet
expectations, the ‘Maarif<i Umumiye Nizamnamesi’ (General Education
Regulation), which marked a significant turning point in the field of education,
was introduced in 1869°. For example, this regulation aimed to bring non-Muslim
schools, foreign schools, missionary schools, and private schools under legal
state control',

Over the years, significant steps were taken to reform education and
enhance its quality. With the implementation of the ‘Maarif-i Umumiye
Nizamnamesi’, education was established as a state responsibility. It was decided
that every village and neighborhood should have a sibyan school, towns with 500
households should have riistiyes(Ottoman junior high schools), towns with 1,000
households should have idadiyes, provincial centers should have sultanis, and
teachers should be graduates of dariilmuallim(teachers training school). After the
Tanzimat, educational institutions in the Ottoman Empire included the Sibyan
Mektebi, Iptidai Mektebi, Riistiye Mektebi, Riistiye-i Askeriye, Edep Mektebi,
idadi-i Miilki Mektebi, Mekteb-i Sanayi, and Dariilmuallim''. The sibyan
schools were gradually integrated into the new system, while madrasahs, which
could not be closed due to fears of backlash, were left to their fate.

The madrasas, which were feared for the reaction their closure might
provoke, lost the dynamism they had during their establishment and peak periods
as the state weakened and the socio-economic order began to deteriorate from
the 17th century onwards. Once centers of knowledge, the madrasas became hubs
of superstition, focusing more on preparing people for the afterlife than for this
world. Meanwhile, muderrises exploited science, art, and the madrasa itself as
tools for gaining material and political advantages. Consequently, madrasas
ceased to be centers of learning, and the roles of professor and teacher lost their
professional standing'?.

The madrasas, which had directly shaped the intellectual and judicial life
of the country since the foundation of the Ottoman Empire and rendered valuable

7 N. Demir, Basbakanl:k Osmanl: Arsivlerine Gore, 8.

8 Senay Atam, Osmanl: Devleti’nde Nafia Nezareti, Turkish Historical Society Publications,
Ankara 2020, 10-11.

° Fadil Hoca, Osmanli’nin Son Déneminde Makedonya’da Tiirkge ve Dini Egitim Miifredat,
Osmanl: lim, Diisiince ve Sanat Diinyas:nda Balkanlar, Istanbul 2014, 295.

10" Abdurrahman Giilmez, Osmanh Devleti’nde Idadiler, Sinerji-Uluslararas: Alan Egitimi
Aragtirmalar: Dergisi, Vol. 2, No. 2, Aralik 2021, 111.

''N. Demir, Bagbakanl:k Osmanl: Argivlerine Gore, 8, 9.

12 M. Unlii, Kosova Vilayeti’nin /dari ve Sosyal Yapis:, 146.
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services to the homeland by training administrators, physicians, and judges
needed for both civil and military life, later turned into centers of bigotry and
ignorance, becoming obstacles to all forms of progress'.

The innovation of the Riistiye schools is considered the first European-
oriented civilian educational institution in Turkey. This is because it was through
the Ristiye schools that Turkish, mathematics, and geography were introduced
into the curriculum, school administration was established, and an official known
as a course overseer began conducting inspections. Moreover, it was with the
opening of the Riistiye schools that a formal educational institution emerged as
an alternative to the traditional madrasahs. The orientation towards and
admiration for Europe is clearly reflected in the report of the Meclis-i Vala on
Riistiye schools: Education and science are essential for everyone and for all
virtuous endeavors. Industries and crafts develop through learning science. The
advancement of humanity also depends on education. To cite a few examples,
astronomy and meteorology are necessary for the development of maritime
activities and maritime trade, while mathematics is indispensable for warfare
and military affairs.'*

Published in Takvim-i Vekayi on 6 February 1839 (21 Zilkade 1254), the
Brief of the Meclis-i Umur-: Nafia (Council of Public Works) was the beginning
of the modernization transformation. This significant document emphasized that
education was a source of happiness for the people, that the salvation of the poor
and ignorant masses depended on education, that industry could not advance
solely through practical skills, and that the primary goal of the state should be
to promote literacy and education'>.

Education in Pristina

Today, the Republic of Kosovo shares borders with Serbia, Macedonia,
Montenegro, and Albania in the Balkans. Its capital is Pristina'®. According to
the 2005 census, Kosovo's population is approximately 2.200.000. Albanians
constitute about 90 percent of the population, Serbs 5 percent, Bosniaks 2
percent, Turks 1 percent, and Gora, Roma, and Ashkalis 2 percent!”.

During the Ottoman period, the Kosovo Province consisted of six
sanjaks—Pristina, Skopje, Prizren, Ipek, Yenipazar, and Taslica—following

13 Adem Ali Sahin, Tanzimat’tan Cumhuriyet’e Kadar Egitim Sistemi, Yonetimi ve Denetimi,
Sabahattin Zaim University Institute of Social Sciences Master Thesis. Istanbul 2015, 22.

14 Necdet Sakaoglu, Osmanl:dan Glintiimiize Egitim Tarihi, Sabahattin Zaim University Institute of
Social Sciences Master Thesis, Istanbul March 2023, 62.

15 N. Sakaoglu, Osmanl:dan Guntimiize Egitim Tarihi, 65.

16 N, Demir, Bagbakanl:k Osmanl: Arsivlerine Gore, 6.

17 Ebubekir Sofuoglu-Cem Topsakal, Osmanli Devleti'nin Kosova Egitim Sistemi’ne Y®6nelik
Yonetimsel Diizenlemeleri, Yiiziincii YzI Universitesi Egitim Fakltesi Dergisi, Vol. 4, No. 1, June
2007, 61.
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some changes'®. The districts under the Pristina Sanjak included Mitrovica,
Vuleitrin, Gilan, and Presova. Due to its strategic location and geographical
features, the province was home to various religious and ethnic communities. It
was bordered by Serbia and Bosnia to the north, the Iskodra Province to the west,
the Bitola and Thessaloniki Provinces to the south, and Bulgaria to the east. The
population of the province consisted of Albanians, Bosniaks, Serbs, Bulgarians,
and Turks. Albanians formed the majority in the Pristina Sanjak. Serbs and
Bulgarians were Orthodox, Albanians with Latin names were Catholics, and the
majority of other Albanians and Bosniaks were Muslims, like the Turks. As in
Skopje and Prizren, Turkish was commonly spoken in Pristina'’.

It is stated that the Turkish population, consisting of Ottoman
administrators, soldiers, merchants, and their families, settled in the cities of the
region between 1389 and 1455. The Turks, who made Kosovo their homeland,
lived for centuries alongside other nations in settlements such as Pristina, Prizren,
and Ipek, creating numerous cultural works®.

As Pristina served as the provincial center for approximately 10 years,
from the establishment of the Kosovo Province until 1888, the Directorate of
Education for the Kosovo Province was also based there during this period®'. In
the provinces, education administration was carried out by directors of education,
and educational matters were deliberated in the education council®.

Turkish education in Kosovo began in 1455 when the Ottoman Turks
decisively conquered Kosovo, settled in the region, and established
administrative bodies. It ended approximately 457 years later in 1912 with the
withdrawal of Ottoman administration from these lands. The earliest written
document related to Turkish education in Kosovo is the 1513 foundation charter
of Suzi Celebi. In this document, Suzi Celebi states that he built a school adjacent
to a mosque in Prizren and endowed it with books. Under Ottoman rule, sibyan
schools and madrasahs became widespread in Kosovo. Following the
proclamation of the Tanzimat Edict in 1839, state administrators and intellectuals
initiated the establishment of modern primary and secondary schools, and the
construction of schools accelerated with the 1869 Maarif-i Umumiye
Regulation®.

Until 1869, education in Arabic was provided in the madrasas in Pristina.
Abdurrahman Pasha, a prominent figure of Pristina, initiated the construction of

18 M. Unlii, Kosova Vilayeti’nin /dari ve Sosyal Yapsz, 36.

19 M. Unlii, Kosova Vilayeti’nin Idari ve Sosyal Yapisz, 60. Jews, Vlachs, Gypsies, Circassian
refugees who arrived after 1864 constitute other groups.

20 Shasivar Kabashi, Kosova Vilayeti’nde Milliyetcilik Hareketleri (1902-1912), Istanbul
University Institute of Social Sciences Master's Thesis, Istanbul 2019, 7.

21 Nefize Giiler, Salnamelere Goére Kosova Vilayetinde Egitim-Ogretim, Uludag University
Institute of Social Sciences Master Thesis, Bursa 2019, 40.

22 A. Ali Sahin, Tanzimat’tan Cumhuriyet’e Kadar Egitim Sistemi, 32.

2 E. Sofuoglu-Cem Topsakal, Osmanl: Devleti’nin Kosova Egitim Sistemi’ne Yonelik Yonetimsel
Diizenlemeleri, 61-62.
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a Riistiye in 1869. The school was completed in 1871 and educated numerous
students once it became operational®*.

In 1910, upon the request of the Governor of Kosovo, efforts were
initiated to open 500 primary schools within one year in the sanjaks of Pristina,
Ipek, and Prizren. If economic resources proved insufficient, the plan was to open
150 primary schools instead. Even the attempt to open 150 schools in one year
represents a significant reform?®.

The presence of the Muslim Albanian population in the Kosovo region,
and particularly the administrative, military, judicial, economic, and educational
challenges in and around the Sanjaks of Prizren, Pristina, and Yenipazar,
represented one of the Ottoman Government's vulnerabilities in maintaining
order and peace in the region. Following the suppression of the rebellions led by
the Prizren League, which was established in 1878 with the notion that Albanians
were a distinct and independent nation, a limited degree of flexibility could be
observed in the central government's educational policies towards the region. As
a reflection of this, Sultan Abdilhamid II, concerned about the national
sentiments intensified by the Prizren League, permitted Albanian-language
education to prevent the recurrence of such movements. The objective was to
mitigate the impact of intense foreign interventions and the influence of non-
Muslim foreign schools in Kosovo, to counter the growing threat posed by these
interventions to the Ottoman presence in the region, and to curb the tendency of
certain local administrators in Kosovo to act as if they were independent from
the central authority?®.

Modern education in Pristina began with the opening of the riistiye. The
establishment of the first mekteb-i iptidai (primary school) in Pristina dates back
to 1882%". Construction of this school started during the tenure of Governor Abdi
Pasha but was completed and opened for education during the tenure of Governor

24 N. Giiler, Salnamelere Gore Kosova Vilayetinde Egitim-Ogretim, 41. Riistiye is a school opened
to train students for higher military schools and to meet the need for knowledgeable and equipped
civil servants. It means a school for children of legal age. Later, it was accepted as a secondary
school level of education. Until 1867, only Muslim students were admitted to riistiye schools, and
from this date onwards, Christian children were also admitted. M. Unlii, Kosova Vilayeti’nin /dari
ve Sosyal Yapisz, 130. In 1913, in accordance with the ,,Tedrisat-1 Iptidaiye Kanun-1 Muvakkati*
(Primary Education Law), secondary schools were merged with iptidai schools. Fatma Kaya
Doganay, Tanzimat’tan Cumhuriyet’e Rlstiye Mektepleri, Atatiirk University Institute of Social
Sciences Doctoral Thesis, Erzurum 2011, 7.

25 E. Sofuoglu-Cem Topsakal, Osmanl: Devleti’nin Kosova Egitim Sistemi’ne Yonelik Yonetimsel
Duzenlemeleri, 68.

26 A. M. Nurdogan, II. Abdiilhamit Déneminde Devletin Kosova’da Agtig: Okullar, 38; Avni
Rexha, From illiteracy to the University: The Institutional development of Albanian education in
Kosovo 1945-1990, Historijski pogledi, Vol. 7, No. 12, 228
(https://doi.org/10.52259/historijskipogledi.2024.7.12.228).

27 N. Demir, Bagbakanl:k Osmanl: Arsivlerine Gore, 16; Ergin Jable-Cevdet Sanl, Kosova’da
Pristine Sehrinin [lkégretim Okullarinda Tiirkge Egitim, Hacettepe Universitesi Tiirkbilig Dergisi,
No. 37,2019, 151. Some sources state that the first iptidai school was opened in Kosovo Province
in 1880. B. Koro, Kosova Vilayetinde Egitim Kurumlarz, 211.
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Faik Pasha?®. Around the same time, efforts were made to establish a girls'
primary school in Pristina. It is understood that in 1886, again under Governor
Faik Pasha's administration, a new girls' primary school was built, and staff were
appointed. In 1896, the schools in Pristina included the Riistiye School, Kebir
Iptidai School (primary school), Cami-i Kebir School, Cami-i Sagir School,
Cami-i Cedid School, Alaeddin Mahallesi School, Hasan Bey Mahallesi School,
Yarar Ceribast Neighbourhood School, and the Inas Iptidai School (girls' primary
school). In 1905, records indicate that an idadi (Ottoman high school) was
operational in Pristina and that teachers were appointed to the school.
Correspondence related to the school reveals that a dariilmuallim was established
in Pristina in 1908%.

According to the Maarif Salnamas published in the Ottoman Empire
between 1898 and 1903, two of the existing iptidai schools in Pristina were
located in the Cami-i Kebir neighborhood, while the others were in the
neighborhoods of Hasan Bey, Hatuniye, Yunus Efendi, and Hamidiye. One of
the schools in the Cami-i Kebir neighborhood is listed as an inas iptidai school
as of 1901. The aforementioned yearbooks also provide the names of the teaching
staff at the Pristina Riistiye. Accordingly, the first teacher was Sabit Efendi, the
second teacher was Ahmed Efendi, the third teacher was Ramazan Efendi, the
calligraphy teacher was Suleyman Efendi, and the Siiliis script teacher was Agus
Efendi*®. The yearbooks additionally mention a library in the Cami-i Kebir
neighborhood of Pristina, founded by Sultan Selim Khan, containing 180 books,
with its establishment date noted as being from an ancient time.

In December 1904, the Pristina Teacher Training School, the third
dariilmuallim of the Kosovo Province, was officially inaugurated. This school,
which enrolled 45 students in its first year and 100 students the following year,
aimed to meet the need for teachers in 171 Muslim and non-Muslim primary
schools within the province. To support their expenses, students were paid a
monthly stipend of 50 piastres. However, the primary issue of the school was its
reliance on a single teacher to conduct all educational activities. The technical
and physical inadequacies of the institution, which was established to train
teachers, constituted the greatest barrier to achieving its objectives. Naturally, it

28 M. Unlii, Kosova Vilayeti’nin /dari ve Sosyal Yapisz, 126-129.

2 N. Demir, Bagbakanl:k Osmanl: Arsivlerine Gore, 17; BOA. MF. MKT, 1056/52. In the
yearbook of Kosovo 1885, the number of schools operating in mosques in Pristina is given as
follows: ,,Cami-i Kebir (Great Mosque) school, Cami-i Sagir (Small Mosque) school, Yunus
Efendi Mosque school, Hasan Bey Mosque school, Alaaddin Mosque school, Hatuniye Mosque
school, Yusuf Celebi Mosque school, Ramadaniye Mosque school, Yarar Ceribas1 Mosque school,
Kadriye Mosque school”. See: E. Jable-Cevdet Sanli, Kosova'da Pristine Sehrinin 7lkGgretim
Okullar:nda Turkce Egitim, 151.

30" Salname-i Nezaret-i Maarif-i Umumiye; 1316/1898, 1317/1899, 1318/1900, 1319/1901,
1321/1903. These salnames include the history of the Ministry of Education, its ministers,
organisation, staff and all schools within the state, as well as many issues related to education.
Although it is recorded that it was published six times, the salnames of H. 1320/M. 1902 have not
yet been found. See: N. Giiler, Salnamelere Gore Kosova Vilayetinde Egitim-Ogretim, 8.
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was not feasible to produce teachers capable of guiding and leading future
generations with a curriculum limited to the primary school level and under the
supervision of only one teacher. Enriching the curriculum, increasing the number
of teachers and students, and constructing architecturally impressive buildings
were directly tied to the financial capacity of the state. Although the Pristina
dariilmuallim was initially established with funding to provide stipends for 50
students, the demand doubled, placing significant strain on the school
administration and necessitating the search for additional appropriations. Despite
these challenges, educational administrators sought ways to raise a better-
educated generation. In Pristina, an initiative was introduced to train better-
equipped village teachers by asking current teachers to attend the school during
the summer months to learn new teaching methods and techniques. However,
this plan could not be implemented, as most of these teachers, who earned a
salary of 100 piastres, lacked the means to travel from their villages to the central
district®.

To popularise education, the education administrators in the Sanjak of
Pristina demanded that the education tax collected from the region be allocated
entirely to them, as was the case in other sanjaks of Kosovo. This was because
education was almost non-existent in the sibyan schools of the sanjak. There was
a ristiye, but since there were no iptidai schools to prepare students for this
school, the expected benefit could not be achieved. Moreover, only Presova, one
of the districts of Pristina, paid the education tax properly. The Vulgitrin and
Mitrovica districts did not pay at all, while taxes could only be collected
intermittently from the Gjilan district. The mutasarrif of the Pristina Sanjak
proposed a solution to increase schooling and the collection of the education tax
in the region. Accordingly, a commission would be formed from education
volunteers in all districts and towns of the sanjak. These commissions would
encourage the public to support education, and new schools would be opened
with the income obtained from the collected taxes. This proposal by the
mutasarrif was accepted by the government. As in the sanjaks of Taglica and
Yenipazar, the 50 percent of the education tax that was supposed to be sent to the
capital was not requested from Pristina, Prizren, and Ipek as of 1903. With this
revenue, on the one hand, schools were planned to be opened in all villages
inhabited by Muslims, and on the other hand, it was planned to provide adults
with religious and moral education in mosques and masjids at least one day a
week. These efforts bore fruit, and with 30 percent of the tax collected in Pristina,
a civil idadi was built in the center of the sanjak, while 44 iptidai schools were
opened with the remaining funds®?.

31 A. M. Nurdogan, II. Abdiilhamit Doneminde Devletin Kosova’da Agt:g: Okullar, 51, 52. BOA,
TRF. 1. KV. 82/8133. E. Sofuoglu-Cem Topsakal, Osmanl: Devleti’nin Kosova Egitim Sistemi’ne
Yénelik Yonetimsel Diizenlemeleri, 65. BOA, I. DH. 797/64621.

32 BOA. TRF. 1. KV. 33/3299, BOA. TRF. 1. KV. 118/11782. A. M. Nurdogan, Il. Abdtlhamit
Doneminde Devletin Kosova’da Actig: Okullar, 54; N. Demir, Baghakanl:k Osmanl: Argivlerine
Gore, 26. According to the Maarif Salnamas, the sanjaks and kazas where riistiye schools were
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Economic hardships made themselves felt not only in industry,
transportation, and urban services but also in the field of education. However,
significant strides were made in the nineteenth century. New educational
institutions were established, and efforts were made to raise the level of education
in Kosovo Province within the bounds of available resources. Non-Muslims also
benefited from educational opportunities at the maximum level. Each community
in Kosovo Province opened schools to serve their nation and ambitions®*. There
were 22 non-Muslim schools in Kosovo Province: 19 Christian and 3 Jewish
schools. Two of the Christian schools and one of the Jewish schools were
operating in Pristina Sanjak**.

Education Status of Pristina Civil Servants

As aresult of archive searches and research, the number of civil servants
who were either born in the center of Pristina, in the villages and towns of the
Pristina Sanjak, or in different locations despite being from Pristina, who served
the Ottoman Empire and were recorded in the registers, is 155, as far as can be
determined. The records of 15 of them are not included in the sicill-i ahval
registers. The birthplaces of 140 Pristina civil servants are listed in Table 1, based
on their registry records. No record of an official from the town of Presova was
found in the documents examined.

Sequence . . L. . Number of
Number Place of birth of officials of Pristina Sanjak Officers

1. Born in the towns and villages of Pristina 92

2. Born in the towns and villages of Gilan district 16

3. Born in the towns and villages of Mitrovica district 13

Born in the towns and villages of the Vulchertrin
4. S 10
district
5 Those born outside Pristina sanjak but within 3
) Kosovo province

located in Kosovo are as follows: Skopje, Pristina, Prizren, Ipek, Yenipazar, Taslica, Radovishte,
Kochana, Ishtip, Kumanovo, Palanka, Kratova, Mitrovica, Gilan, Vulctrin, Presova, Yakova,
Berane, Kalkandelen, Gostivar, Senige, Akova, Prepol, Koprulu, Osmaniye, Yenivarosh. Skopje,
the provincial centre, also had girls' and military schools.

3 M. Unlii, Kosova Vilayeti’nin /dari ve Sosyal Yapisz, 155. Salname-i Vilayet-i Kosova, H. 1296
(1879), 124, 127.

34 M. Unlii, Kosova Vilayeti’nin /dari ve Sosyal Yapisz, 267-268.
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6 Born outside the Pristina sanjak and outside the 6
) province of Kosovo
Total 140

Table 1. General Distribution of the Birthplaces of 140 Out of 155 Pristina
Civil Servants Who Served in the Ottoman Empire and Were Recorded in the
Sicill-i Ahval Registers.

Considering the records regarding the educational status of 140 officers
from Pristina, it is possible to say that a total of 125 officers studied at the first
level of education, namely the sibyan and iptidai schools. Since it should not be
possible for any civil servant to attend both the sibyan and iptidai schools at the
same time, even if all those who took lessons from private teachers are added to
this number, the number of Pristina civil servants still does not reach 140. It
remains unclear how many of the remaining 15 civil servants had attended a
sibyan or primary school. Although the information in the records is incomplete,
inadequate and ambiguous, these 15 officers seem to have attended madrasah,
rlistiye or idadi schools, which constitute the later levels of education. For
example, one of the officers in this category, Mustafa Efendi®*, is recorded in the
Sicill-i Ahval Book as having ‘studied in Pristina’. Since it is not clear which
school or schools he attended, he was not included in the evaluation.

There is no information indicating that a diploma-like document was
issued to those who attended the sibyan schools. However, it is recorded that
seven individuals who studied at the iptidai schools received a diploma known
as ‘sahadetname.” Twenty-five individuals attended the madrasah, and one of
them obtained a diploma referred to as ‘icazetname.’ This civil servant, Hiiseyin
Efendi, son of Serif Aga*®, born in the town of Gilan, received a certificate of
graduation in Qur’anic Exegesis, hadith sciences, and Arabic.

The most commonly attended school by Pristina civil servants was the
riistiye schools. Of the 140 individuals, 100 attended riistiye schools, and 70 of
them successfully obtained a diploma. Some who did not receive a diploma were
forced to leave school due to factors such as war, illness, the Serbian occupation,
or financial hardship. Seven of the civil servants who earned a riistiye diploma
later lost their diplomas due to circumstances beyond their control or by accident.
One of these officials, Muharrem Necmi Efendi*’, also lost his primary school
diploma at the same time. Statistical data regarding the educational status of
Pristina civil servants is presented in Table 2.

Eleven civil servants from Pristina received higher education at
institutions such as Dariilflinun, Miilkiye, the School of Law, the School of

3 BOA, DH. SAID. d, 159/495, Mustafa Efendi, born in Pristina, son of Mehmed Agha.

36 BOA, DH. SAID. d, 116/475, Hiiseyin Efendi, born in Gilan, son of Serif Agha.

3 BOA, DH. SAID. d, 158/68, Muharrem Necmi Efendi, born in Pristina, son of Hafiz Eyyiib
Efendi.
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Medicine, the School of Engineering, and the Military Academy. One of them,
Mehmed Hayri Bey?®, was unable to receive a diploma as he was expelled from
the Military Academy during his senior year for criticizing the salaries of the
Ottoman Empire’s Board of Deputies. ibrahim Sidki Efendi** completed his
studies at Dariilfiinun, and ilyas Fahri Efendi* completed his studies at the
School of Law, both earning qualification certificates. It is understood that the
qualification certificate refers to a diploma. Ibrahim Sidki Efendi, who began his
higher education in 1908, graduated from the Mathematics Department of
Dariilfiinun and obtained a certificate of proficiency after passing the doctoral
examination. He left his post in the Kosovo province, moved to Istanbul, worked
there for four years, and then returned to his duties in Kosovo upon completing
his studies.

Number of Those
Civil declared to
Schools . have Explanations About Diplomas
Servants in .
. received a
Education .
diploma
Primary School 96 . .
(Sibyan)
Madrasa 25 | There is only one record of an

icazetname (permit) being issued.
One officer stated that he had lost
29 7 his diploma together with the one
from the junior high school.
Seven of the diploma holders

Primary School
(Iptidai)

Ottoman Junior

High School 100 70 declared that thlecl)rstdocuments were
. There is also one record of a
High School 17 10 tasdikname* (certificate) being
(Idadi) .
issued.
Sultani School 3 1 -—-
Private 9 . L
Tutors/Schools

Sainte Pulcherie French School,
Other Schools 3 - Skopje Industrial School,
Thessaloniki Ottoman School.

3 BOA, DH. SAID. d, 42/337, 80/5, 150/113, 150/117, Mehmed Hayri Bey, born in Pristina, son
of Salih Efendi.

3 BOA, DH. SAID. d, 160/101, Tbrahim Sitki Efendi, born in Mitrovica, son of Hafiz Mehmed
Miinir Efendi.

40 BOA, DH. SAID. d, 113/411, ilyas Fahri Efendi, born in Pristina, son of Zeynelabidin.
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. One of them did not receive a
Higher .
. diploma because he was expelled
Education 11 10 .
Schools from school. Two received
qualification certificates.

Table 2. Statistical Information on the Educational Status of Pristina Civil Servants.

In determining the languages known by 140 civil servants from Pristina,
the records in the Sicill-i Ahval (Registry Books) were reviewed, and the
information provided in these records was taken as the basis. The data
categorized the languages that civil servants could read, write, speak, or were
familiar with. Additionally, languages such as Arabic, Persian, and French,
which were learned through their school lessons, are presented in a separate
section. For instance, Ahmed Cevdet Bey*', born in the town of Vulgitrin,
attended French lessons at a French school named Sainte Pulcherie in Istanbul
for about six months, and Ibrahim Sidk1 Efendi taught French at Izmir Idadi.
Based on these examples, it is assumed that they were familiar with French.

Considering that the Ottoman Empire employed civil servants who spoke
Turkish, it can be concluded that these officials could read, write, and speak
Turkish. However, due to reasons such as omission or a lack of perceived
necessity, 11 officers were not explicitly recorded as knowing, being literate in,
or speaking Turkish. Additionally, there is no information indicating that 30
officers knew any language other than Turkish.

The distribution of the languages known by the Pristina civil servants is
detailed in Table 3. Besides Turkish, the most widely known language is
Albanian, spoken by 85 individuals, followed by Bulgarian, known by 56
individuals.

The third and fourth ranks are occupied by Arabic and Persian, primarily
because civil servants became acquainted with these languages through the
courses they studied in schools. Slavonic, which was declared to be known by
three officers in total, might suggest the language spoken by all members of the
Slavic ethnicity. However, it is believed that the term primarily refers to Serbian
in this context.

41 BOA, DH. SAID. d, 194/319, Ahmed Cevdet Bey, born in Vulgitrin, son of Yusuf Pasha.
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Table 3. Distribution of Languages Known by Pristina
Civil Servants Other Than Turkish.

In the table, an interesting ratio concerning literacy stands out and
deserves special attention. After Turkish, which is the language of official
correspondence, French ranks second, with 13 individuals. French is followed by
Bulgarian and Serbian, each with four individuals. Five of the civil servants were
reported to be able to speak the languages they could read and write. Based on
this, it can be concluded that these five individuals could speak the languages
they were literate in very well, whereas the others might not have been able to
speak the languages they could read and write fluently or adequately.

Apart from Turkish, 21 civil servants from Pristina knew one language,
48 knew two, 15 knew three, 22 knew four, 3 knew five, and one knew six
different languages. The percentages of the languages other than Turkish known
by these civil servants can be observed in Graph 1. Considering that Arabic and
Persian were languages familiar to them due to school lessons and that 30 officers
did not know any language other than Turkish, these factors likely had a negative
impact on the overall rates. Excluding familiarity with Arabic and Persian, the
civil servant who knew the most languages other than Turkish was Ismail Hakki
Bey*, the son of Emin Efendi. He could read and write in French and speak
Albanian, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Serbian, and Montenegrin.

2 BOA, DH. SAID. d, 186/18, Ismail Hakki Bey, born in Pristina, son of Emin Efendi.
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Grafikon 1. Proportion of Pristina Civil Servants' Languages Other Than Turkish.

As aresult of a study conducted based on the registry records of Ottoman
State officials originating from Pristina, the schools where these officials
received their education in Pristina were identified. It was determined that 61 out
of 155 Pristina civil servants studied in schools located in Pristina. Of these, 24
attended Sibyan schools, 13 iptidai schools, 8 madrasahs, and 44 the Pristina
Ristiyye. Among the 37 civil servants who studied at Sibyan and iptidai schools,
23 also attended the Pristina Riistiyye. One civil servant's record only included
the phrase ,,studied in Pristina,* so the school they attended was not included in
the distribution®.

The reign of Sultan Abdiilhamid II marked a period when education
became more widespread, with increasing rates of schooling, especially in
Rumelia and Anatolian provinces near the imperial center**. Under the Ottoman
millet system, non-Muslims were allowed to receive education in their own
languages, whereas this right was not granted to Muslims. Consequently, Muslim
Albanians were educated in Turkish, Orthodox Albanians in Greek, and Catholic
Albanians in Latin. Parallel to the rising tide of nationalist movements in the
Balkans, Albanians began their struggle for the right to education in the Albanian
language. The first private school offering education in Albanian was established

4 BOA, DH. SAID. d, 159/495, Mustafa Efendi, born in Pristina, son of Mehmed Agha.

4 Ebubekir Keklik, Maarif Nezareti Teftis Raporlarina Gore II. Abdiilhamid Dénemi’nde
Rumeli’de Osmanl Egitimi ve Egitim Kurumlari, Tarih Boyunca Rumeli Cografyasinda 7lim, /rfan
ve Hikmet, Kirklareli Universitesi Zlahiyat Fakiiltesi-/slami /limler Arastzrma Vakf:, Editor: Siddik
Aggoban, Istanbul 2021, 80.
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in Gorice on 7 March 1887, thanks to the efforts of the Fraseri brothers, Semsettin
and Naim, and with the permission of Sultan Abdiilhamid II*.

Summary

Upon realizing its state of backwardness, the Ottoman Empire initially
embarked on military modernization, followed by renewal movements across
various fields. The Tanzimat Edict is regarded as the starting point of
Westernization efforts and reform initiatives. Recognizing that these efforts were
unattainable without education, significant emphasis was placed on educational
reforms.

The region of Kosovo and the city of Pristina held critical importance
within Ottoman geography and were among the places where strong emotional
ties were formed. The fact that the mausoleum of Sultan Murad Hiidavendigar,
one of the ancestors of the Ottoman dynasty, is located in Pristina played an
important role in the creation of such connections. The strategic focus of the
Ottoman Empire on the West further increased the significance of the Balkans.

Pristina is the capital of the Republic of Kosovo today. During the period
when the Ottoman Empire continued its renewal movements, it served as the
central sanjak of the province of Kosovo. The Ottoman Empire faced economic,
administrative, military, and social challenges in the 19th century. Despite its
limited financial resources, it endeavored to implement modernization programs.

Recognizing the importance of education, greater focus was directed
toward this field, and the implementation of the 1869 Maarif-i Umumiye
Regulation rendered educational activities more comprehensive and systematic.
The construction of new educational institutions and school buildings also gained
momentum. Particularly in the early 20th century, significant investments were
made in the construction of educational institutions in Kosovo.

When we trace the efforts made in the field of education, the reflections
in Pristina can also be observed. In the Empire, efforts to transform traditional
schools, open new primary schools, and introduce modern institutions to replace
madrasahs were also realized in Pristina. The Pristina Riistiye, initiated by
Abdurrahman Pasha of Pristina, was completed in 1871 and educated numerous
students. The opening of the first mekteb-i iptidai in Pristina coincided with 1882.
In 1904, the third darilmuallimin of the Kosovo Province was established in
Pristina to train teachers for sibyan schools. By 1905, an idadi-i mulki school was
also operating in the center of the Sanjak.

Pristina civil servants, who were educated in Pristina's schools before
and after the modernization of the city, were also employed at various levels of

45 B. Koro, Kosova Vilayetinde Egitim Kurumlarz, 224, 225. Engin Yilmaz, Osmanl Devleti
Arnavutgay1 Yasakladi Mi1? Turkish Studies-International Periodical For The Languages,
Literature and History of Turkish or Turkic, Vol. 9/7, Summer 2014, 7.
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the state. As a result of the study conducted by making use of the archival records
of Ottoman civil servants originating from Pristina, it was found that 61 of the
155 Pristina civil servants were educated in schools in Pristina. It was determined
that 24 of them studied in s:byan schools, 13 in iptidai schools, 8 in madrasahs,
and 44 in the Pristina Riigtiye. The Pristinians educated in modern schools in
Pristina were more conscious and well-informed, continuing their service to the
Ottoman Empire until its loss of these territories in 1912.

Zakljucak

Nakon sto je shvatilo svoje zaostalo stanje, Osmansko carstvo je u
pocetku krenulo u vojnu modernizaciju, a zatim u pokrete obnove u razli¢itim
oblastima. Tanzimatski edikt se smatra pocetnom tackom napora za
vesternizaciju 1 reformskih inicijativa. Prepoznaju¢i da su ovi napori bili
neostvarivi bez obrazovanja, znacajan naglasak je stavljen na obrazovne reforme.

Regija Kosovo i grad PriStina imali su kljuénu vaznost u osmanskoj
geografiji i bili su medu mjestima gdje su se formirale snazne emocionalne veze.
Cinjenica da se turbe sultana Murata Hiidavendigara, jednog od predaka
osmanske dinastije, nalazi u Pristini, odigrala je vaznu ulogu u stvaranju takvih
veza. Strateski fokus Osmanskog carstva na Zapad dodatno je povec¢ao znacaj
Balkana.

Pristina je danas glavni grad Republike Kosovo. Tokom perioda kada je
Osmansko carstvo nastavilo svoje pokrete obnove, sluzila je kao centralni
sandzak Kosovskog vilajeta. Osmansko carstvo se u 19. vijeku suocavalo sa
ekonomskim, administrativnim, vojnim i drustvenim izazovima. Uprkos
ogranienim finansijskim resursima, nastojalo je da sprovede programe
modernizacije.

Prepoznajuéi vaznost obrazovanja, veéi fokus je usmjeren na ovo polje,
a primjena Pravilnika o opStem obrazovanju (Maarif-i Umumiye Nizamnamesi)
iz 1869. godine wucinila je obrazovne aktivnosti sveobuhvatnijim i
je dobila zamah. Posebno pocetkom 20. vijeka, znacajna ulaganja su izvrSena u
izgradnju obrazovnih institucija na Kosovu.

Kada pratimo napore uloZene u oblasti obrazovanja, mogu se uociti i
odrazi u Pristini. U Carstvu su se napori za transformaciju tradicionalnih skola,
otvaranje novih osnovnih skola i uvodenje modernih institucija koje bi zamijenile
medrese, takode ostvarili u Pristini. Pristinska ruzdija, koju je pokrenuo
Abdurrahman pasa Pristinski, zavrSena je 1871. godine i obrazovala je brojne
ucenike. Otvaranje prvog mekteb-i iptidaija u PriStini poklopilo se sa 1882.
godinom. Godine 1904. osnovana je treca darulmuallimin Kosovskog vilajeta u
Pristini za obuku ucitelja za sibyan $kole. Do 1905. godine, idadi-i miilki $kola
je takode radila u centru sandzaka.
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Pristinski drzavni sluzbenici, koji su se Skolovali u pristinskim skolama
prije i poslije modernizacije grada, takode su bili zaposleni na razli¢itim nivoima
drzave. Kao rezultat studije sprovedene koriStenjem arhivskih zapisa osmanskih
drzavnih sluzbenika porijeklom iz PriStine, utvrdeno je da je 61 od 155
pristinskih drzavnih sluzbenika obrazovano u skolama u Pristini. Utvrdeno je da
je njih 24 studiralo u sibyan Skolama, 13 u iptidai Skolama, 8 u medresama i 44
u Pristinskoj ruzdiji. PriStinci obrazovani u modernim $kolama u Pristini bili su
svjesniji i bolje informisani, nastavljajuéi svoju sluzbu Osmanskom carstvu sve
do gubitka ovih teritorija 1912. godine.
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