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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS IN PRIZREN (1848-1912):
HISTORICAL AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

Abstract: This article presents the development of Catholic schools in
Ottoman Kosovo and in particular the development of the Catholic primary
school for boys and girls in Prizren in the time period between 1848-1912. The
development of these schools was conditioned and closely linked to the political
and social developments that prevailed at that time in Ottoman Kosovo in
particular and in the Ottoman Empire in general. The problems that had
occurred in Kosovo, the Albanian lands and the Ottoman Empire, had inevitably
influenced and were reflected in the educational circumstances of the time. The
educational development in Kosovo of that period was in accordance with the
laws, decisions, norms, plans and curricula of educational development within
the framework of the Ottoman Empire and foreign countries that had their
schools in Kosovo.

Also, in the profile of educational development in Kosovo, the regional
dimension cannot be avoided, which is configured by factors such as: geography,
political circumstances, frequent anti-Ottoman uprisings, as well as propaganda,
efforts and influence of foreign countries to open schools in their own language,
especially those that had territorial claims to Kosovo, etc. At this time, Kosovo
(within today's administrative borders) had a mixed population both ethnically
and confessionally: Muslims, Catholics and Orthodox, who accordingly had
their own schools with their own specifics and characteristics that were typical
for this region. For this reason, schools in Kosovo at this time did not belong to
a unique system. They were not unified, either in character, or in terms of levels,
types or ethnic origin of the students who attended them.

In addition to private and modern-public Muslim schools, which were
attended mainly by Albanian Muslim children as the majority ethnic group in
Kosovo, and Catholic schools, which were attended by Albanian Catholic
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children, there were also Orthodox schools, in which only Serbian children
studied. Most of these schools, for political reasons, were opened and supported
by various countries, such as the Ottoman Empire, Austria-Hungary, Serbia and
other countries. Taking advantage of the new political and administrative rights
of non-Muslims within the Ottoman Empire, the Catholics of Kosovo, starting
from the second half of the 19th century, made huge efforts to open their own
schools thanks to these conditions, which were private religious primary schools
and operated within the framework of the church or near it. The oldest and most
well-known in this context are the Catholic school for boys in Prizren (1948) and
for girls in Prizren (1892), Gjakova (1851), and among the villages the one in
Zym (1880). However, after 1878, these schools began to change, as a result of
new social, political and economic developments. From here begins a new and
important period in the history of these schools. In this period, a larger number
of schools began to open, where the Albanian language also began to be used as
the language of instruction. In this period, a number of pedagogues stood out,
who have indisputable merits in the development of Catholic schools in Kosovo.
Despite their small number, and despite their elementary-primary level and their
predominantly religious character and content, and despite having been mono-
denominational schools, the Catholic primary schools of Kosovo occupy their
essential place in the history of Albanian education.

Key words: Kosovo, Ottoman, school, Catholic, Prizren, boys, girls,
statistics.

RAZVOJ KATOLICKE SKOLE ZA DJECAKE I DJEVOJCICE U
PRIZRENU (1848-1912): HISTORIJSKA I STATISTICKA ANALIZA

Apstrakt: Ovaj ¢lanak predstavlja razvoj katolickih Skola u osmanskom
Kosovu, a posebno razvoj katolicke osnovne Skole za djecake i djevojcice u
Prizrenu u vremenskom periodu izmedu 1848-1912. Razvoj ovih Skola bio je
uslovljen i usko povezan s politickim i drustvenim razvojem koji je vladao u to
vrijeme u osmanskom Kosovu posebno, a u Osmanskom carstvu opcenito.
Problemi koji su se javljali na Kosovu, albanskim zemljama i Osmanskom
carstvu, neizbjezno su uticali i odrazavali se na obrazovne okolnosti tog
vremena. Obrazovni razvoj na Kosovu tog perioda bio je u skladu sa zakonima,
odlukama, normama, planovima i kurikulumima obrazovnog razvoja u okviru
Osmanskog carstva i stranih zemalja koje su imale svoje Skole na Kosovu.

Takoder, u profilu obrazovnog razvoja na Kosovu ne moze se izbjeci
regionalna dimenzija, koju konfiguriu faktori kao $to su: geografija, politicke
okolnosti, cesti antiotomanski ustanci, kao i propaganda, napori i uticaj stranih
zemalja da otvaraju Skole na svom jeziku, posebno onih koje su imale
teritorijalne pretenzije na Kosovo, itd. U to vrijeme, Kosovo (unutar danasnjih
administrativnih granica) imalo je mjeSovito stanovnistvo i etnicki i
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konfesionalno: muslimane, katolike i pravoslavce, koji su shodno tome imali
svoje Skole sa svojim specificnostima i karakteristikama koje su bile tipicne za
ovu regiju. Iz tog razloga, Skole na Kosovu u to vrijeme nisu pripadale
jedinstvenom sistemu. Nisu bile ujednacene, ni po karakteru, ni po nivoima,
tipovima ili etnickom porijeklu ucenika koji su ih pohadali.

Pored privatnih i modernih-javnih muslimanskih Skola, koje su
uglavnom pohadala albanska muslimanska djeca kao vecinska etnicka grupa na
Kosovu, i katolickih Skola, koje su pohadala albanska katolicka djeca, postojale
su i pravoslavne Skole, u kojima su studirala samo srpska djeca. Vecina ovih
Skola, iz politickih razloga, otvorena je i podrzana od strane raznih zemalja, kao
§to su Osmansko carstvo, Austro-Ugarska, Srbija i druge zemlje. Iskoristivsi
nova politicka i administrativna prava nemuslimana unutar Osmanskog carstva,
katolici Kosova, pocevsi od druge polovine 19. vijeka, uloZili su ogromne napore
da otvore vlastite Skole zahvaljujuci ovim uslovima, a to su bile privatne vjerske
osnovne Skole koje su djelovale u okviru crkve ili u njenoj blizini. Najstarije i
najpoznatije u ovom kontekstu su Katolicka Skola za djecake u Prizrenu (1948) i
za djevojcice u Prizrenu (1892), Pakovici (1851), a medu selima ona u Zymu
(1880). Medutim, nakon 1878. godine, ove Skole su se pocele mijenjati, kao
rezultat novih drustvenih, politickih i ekonomskih zbivanja. Odavde pocinje novi
i vazan period u historiji ovih Skola. U ovom periodu poceo se otvarati veci broj
Skola, gdje se kao jezik nastave poceo koristiti i albanski jezik. U ovom periodu
istakao se niz pedagoga, koji imaju neosporne zasluge u razvoju katolickih Skola
na Kosovu. Uprkos svom malom broju, i uprkos elementarno-primarnom nivou i
pretezno vjerskom karakteru i sadriaju, te uprkos tome Sto su bile
monokonfesionalne Skole, katolicke osnovne Skole Kosova zauzimaju svoje
sustinsko mjesto u historiji albanskog obrazovanja.

Klju¢ne rijeéi: Kosovo, Osmansko carstvo, Skola, katolicka, Prizren,
djecaci, djevojcice, statistika.

A brief historical overview of Catholic schools in Kosovo

The Ottoman policy towards non-Muslims, as is known, was based on
the millet system, which system organized the population on the basis of religion
and the respective sect, and had determined the relationship not only between
communities and the state, but also between the religious communities
themselves. Society in the Ottoman Empire consisted mainly of Muslims and
non-Muslims. Religion was the factor that determined the status of the individual
in society and his attitude towards the state. All Muslims were part of the Islamic
people, regardless of race, culture, language or even a particular sect. Non-
Muslims, meanwhile, were organized in other communities around various
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churches, while Jews were organized around the synagogue'. Thus, non-Muslims
enjoyed a kind of autonomy in many areas, such as: religion, education, family
law and social solidarity.

The Ottoman government had control over administration, finance, the
army and justice, while the competence of the millet or communities was
education, social security, religious rites, marriages, dowries, alimony and
inheritance®. In churches and schools, the Ottoman government had almost no
state control®. Unlike the classical period, where daily practice was based on
Islamic and Ottoman customary laws, in the era of modernization the system had
overcome them, bringing new forms of peaceful coexistence which were based
on some ,,modern” legal principles*. With the ,,Holy Decree of Giilhane” (Hatt-i
Serif-i Giilhane), promulgated on November 3, 1839, such affirmations and
declarations of the principle of equality between the millets would be universally
pronounced. This created a more systematic legal structure and made several
codifications, unlike the classical period which was based mainly on religious
and customary law’. Albanians, too, according to the millet system, were grouped
into three religious communities: the Islamic millet - Muslims, the Rum millet
(Orthodox) and the Latin millet (Catholics) and were not recognized as a separate
national unit. They were allowed to exercise educational and cultural functions
only in the Turkish-Ottoman, Greek and Latin-Italian languages. In addition, the
religious communities of Albanians were dependent on three different foreign
religious and cultural centers®.

However, taking advantage of the new political and administrative rights
of non-Muslims within the Ottoman Empire, the Catholics of Kosovo (all of
whom were Albanian speakers), from the mid-19th century, thanks to the
Tanzimat reforms, began to strengthen their identity’, and thus to open and
maintain their own schools. The main centers of Catholicism in the Albanian
territories were transferred several times to important urban centers, such as:
Shkodér, Durré€s and Prizren (Skopje). Thus, in 1816 the center of the

! Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Kultura e bashkéjetesés, pérktheu: Musli Ymeri-Xhabir Hamiti, botoi:
Fakulteti i Studimeve Islame Prishting, Prishtiné 2006, 55-86; Ilber Ortajllé, Shekulli mé i gjaté i
Perandorisé, pérktheu: Altin Qefalia, “Logos-A”, Shkup 2010, 271-272; Mehmet Akif Aydin,
Sistemi Ligjor Osman, né: Historia e Shtetit, shoqérisé dhe qytetérimit osman, véll. II, AIITC,
Tirané 2009, 417-465; Behaedin Yediyildiz, Shogéria osmane, Historia e Shtetit, shoqérisé dhe
qytetérimit osman, véll. I, AIITC, Tirané 2009, 475-531.

2 E. Ihsanoglu, Kultura, 58.

3 Charles dhe Barbara Jelavich, Themelimi i shteteve kombétare té Ballkanit, pérktheu: Betim
Mugo, “SH.B. Dituria”, Tirané 2004, 13-14; E. Thsanoglu, Kultura, 58.

4 E. Ihsanoglu, Kultura, 69-70; C.&B. Jelavich, Themelimi i shteteve, 15.

3 Noel Malcolm, Kosova-njé histori e shkurtér, Prishtiné-Tirané, “Koha” 2001, 187.

6 Stavro Skendi, Zgjimi Kombétar Shqiptar 1878-1912, pérkthyer nga Skénder Luarasi-Nestor
Nepravishta, “Phoenix”, Tirané 2000, 112; George Gawrych, Gjysméhéna dhe Shgiponja (sundimi
otoman, Islamizmi dhe Shqiptarét, 1874-1913), pérktheu: Aurel Manushi, “Bota Shqiptare”, Tirané
2007, 31-32.

7 Nathalie Clayer, Né fillimet e nacionalizmit shqiptar (lindja e njé kombi me shumicé myslimane
né Evropé), botime pérpjekja, pérktheu: Artan Puto, Tirané 2012, 49.
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Archdiocese of Skopje was established in Janjevé. In 1885, the Ottoman
authorities requested its transfer to Skopje, the center of the vilayet. But in 1894,
after the intervention of Austria-Hungary, the center was then restored to
Prizren®. While starting from the second half of the 19th century, efforts were
made to form the local clergy, because the latter consisted mostly of foreign
Franciscans and Jesuits, mainly Italians or Dalmatians’. As for Catholic schools
among Albanians in general, their first schools were opened around 1836. They
were private religious schools near churches, where people who had studied in
Italy or were of Italian origin came to teach children Italian. Later, somewhat
more advanced schools were founded around 1860-1870, by the friars of the two
religious orders established in these parts: the Franciscans and the Jesuits, as well
as the Stigmata sisters, who played an important role in this regard!’.

Relying on the right to protect Catholics in the Ottoman Empire,
according to the 17th-century Cultus Praetorian, which applied only to the
Balkans, the Treaty of Vienna (1616) and other later treaties, Austria-Hungary
began to provide extensive assistance, first of all, to the Catholic church
organization. Respectively, it contributed to the construction of churches and
parish houses in: Skopje, Gjakova, Peja, Zllakuqan, Ferizaj and Prizren'!. In this
regard, it should be mentioned that even Italy, which opposed the Austro-
Hungarian influence and its plans to bring the Albanian vilayets under control,
began to support such Catholic schools opened in Kosovo at the end of the 19th
century, where teaching was mainly in Italian and to a lesser extent in Albanian'?,
According to the Kultusprotectorate, all Catholic schools were financed by
Austria-Hungary. However, this monopoly was broken in the last decades of
Ottoman domination, when Italy tried to compete with Austria in terms of the
sphere of influence in question, and it received authorization from the Ottoman
authorities to open schools in which Italian secular teachers would teach'. Both
the Habsburg and the Italian schools, of course, had both political and also
religious goals and used education as a weapon to advance their cause'. For this
reason, these schools never conformed to the Ottoman educational system, both
in terms of administration and curriculum. However, one thing is true: even in
these schools, the Turkish language was taught on a compulsory basis, and

8 N. Clayer, Né fillimet e nacionalizmit, 49.

° G. Gawrych, Gjysméhéna, 42-43; N. Clayer, Né fillimet e nacionalizmit, 49-50.

10 Fehari Ramadani, Kontributi i Austro-Hungarisé pér zhvillimin e arsimit dhe kulturés shqgiptare
1900-1912, Tetové 2010, 23-24.

' Vladimir Stojancevi¢, Austro-Ugarska srpski sukob u Kosovskom Vilajetu na pocetku XX veka.
Jugoslavenski narodi pred Prvi svetski rat, Srpska Akademija Nauka i Umetnost, Beograd 1967,
872; Fehari Ramadani, Kontributi i Austro-Hungarisé pér zhvillimin e arsimit dhe kulturés
shiptare 1900-1912, Tetové 2010, 16-17, 23-24.

12 Jashar Rexhepagiq, Shkollat dhe arésimi né Kosové nga fundi i shekullit XVII gjer mé 1918, né:
Kosova, nr. 1, Enti 1 Historisé sé Kosovés, Prishtiné 1972, 115.

13'S. Skendi, Zgjimi, 128; G. Gawrych, Gjysméhéna, 43; N. Clayer, Né fillimet e nacionalizmit,
65.

14 C.&B. Jelavich, Themelimi i shteteve, 210.
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certain subjects were even taught in this language'>. As for the private Catholic
primary schools in Ottoman Kosovo in the period under review, it must be said
that these schools were similar in character and level to the private Muslim
primary schools, namely the sibyan mektebes, and that apart from the Catholic
primary schools, there were no other levels, for example, Catholic lower or upper
secondary schools. It must also be mentioned that the number of private Catholic
primary schools was small, for example, compared to the number of sibyan
mektebes of the Muslim community, and this is understandable when we
consider the number of members of these two communities. Private Catholic
primary schools generally operated in or near the church.

In order to better examine the Catholic primary schools in Kosovo and
to see their growth and development from the Tanzimat (1839) to the departure
of the Ottoman Empire (1912), this in-depth study should be divided into two
main periods'®, each of which has its own specific subdivisions:

- the first period concerns the development of private Catholic primary
schools from 1848 to the Albanian League of Prizren (1878) and

- the second period concerns the development of private primary schools
with few secular elements, starting from 1878 to 1912.

Each of these periods has its own peculiarities, characteristics, and
phases, sometimes shorter and sometimes longer.

The first period is characterized by several relevant specifics, both in
terms of the number of schools and in terms of their character. This period is also
characterized by the low level and small number of Catholic schools, so this will
certainly have been influenced by the political, social and economic
circumstances that Kosovo and its population went through. While the second
period is characterized by a rise in national consciousness within the framework
of the general developments of what is called the Albanian National Renaissance.
It should be noted that several private Catholic primary schools operated in
Kosovo before and after 1878, but some of them, due to political circumstances,
the attitudes of the clergy, and even the local government bodies themselves,
existed for a very short time, while the general and pedagogical culture of the
teachers who taught in them was quite weak and, as far as the number of students
in these schools is concerned, it can be said with certainty that it was not very
large'”. They did not even have teaching aids, while in terms of content, they did
not mark any noticeable progress'®. However, despite these facts, it is important

15 Haus Hof und Staatsarchiv, Politisches Archives Wien, Kosovo Archives, documents brought
from the Vienna Archives, Microfilmed Documents, Report no. 77, Prizren, 27. June 1903; Report
no. 60, Prizren, 22. June 1902.

16 Jagar Redzepagi¢, Skolstvo i prosveta na Kosovu od kraja XVIII stoleca do 1918. godine,
Zajednica Nauénih Ustanova SAP Kosova, Prishtiné 1974.

17 J. Redzepagié¢, Skolstvo i prosveta, 102.

18 Ibidem.
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to emphasize that elementary knowledge was taught in them and later they also
had a secular character and the Albanian language was taught in them.

Catholic Primary School for Boys in Prizren
(Scuola Cattolica di Prizren)

One of the oldest and most well-known private Catholic primary schools
for boys in Kosovo is the one in Prizren, which we know for sure was already
operating in 1848!°. The private Catholic primary school in Prizren, alongside
other Muslim schools in this city, is mentioned by G. v. Hahni, where he says that
,.this school was supported by His Majesty the Emperor, and had 26 students™?’.
In 1872, the Archbishop of Skopje, Darioi Bucciarelli, reports that a Catholic
primary school for children from the surrounding area operates in Prizren and
that the school had 30 students®'. The Archbishop also mentions that the school
was restored in 186622, which means that this school must have existed before
this year.

Initially, the Franciscans took care of its functioning, while after 1870,
the Jesuits and sisters from Zagreb® took care of it. In this school, until 1876,
lessons were held in Italian, with some explanations and conversations in
Albanian®*. This school, along with other schools of this type in Albania and
Kosovo, is also mentioned by the Austro-Hungarian consul general in Shkodra,
Teodor Ipen, in his letter of November 12, 1897, sent to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, noting the following valuable information:

,Catholic school in Prizren - under the care of two parish priests

(laymen).

- Girls' school in Prizren under the care of the sisters of charity in Agram

(Zagreb), who were of Croatian origin and their main activity was caring

for the sick.

They taught at the school in question privately, because the Sublime
Porte could not issue them a license. These sisters of charity had come to Prizren
in 1892 at the request of the Austro-Hungarian government, instead of the French

19 Haus Hof und Staatsarchiv, Politisches Archives Wien, Kosovo Archive, documents brought
from the Vienna Archive, Microfilmed, year 1908, Report no. 97, Prizren, December 1908.

20 Johan Georg von Hahn, Udhétim népér viset e Drinit e té Vardarit, pérktheu, Pjetér Radiqi,
“GEER?”, Tirané 2001, 166.

21 Gaspér Gjini, Ipeshkivia Shkup-Prizren népér shekuj, Zagreb 1992, 184; Dom Lucian Augustini,
Dokumentet kishtare lidhur me shkollén e vashave né Prizren, 100-Vjetori i shkollés shqipe té
Vashave né Prizren, Simpoziumi shkencor i mbajtur né Prishtiné mé 13 néntor 1992, Prishtiné,
1993, 32.

22 G. Gjini, Ipeshkivia, 184; Krh. Dom Lucian Augustini, Dokumentet kishtare, 32.

23 Fehari Ramadani, Kontributi i Austro-Hungarisé pér zhvillimin e arsimit dhe kulturés shgiptare
1900-1912, Tetové 2010, 23-24.

24 F. Ramadani, Kontributi, 24.
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Lazarist sisters®. Important information about the private Catholic primary
school in Prizren can also be found in the Jesuit magazine ,,Leka”. In issue 7 of
the year 1937, writes: ,,In Prizren 70 years ago there was a school that had been
open for a long time, but which burned down in 1909”. This gives us to
understand that a school existed in Prizren since 1867, which, according to this
source, burned down in 1909%, but the school continued to operate. However,
what provides very valuable data about the Catholic primary school for boys and
girls in Prizren are the archival documents, especially the reports of the Austrian
consuls in Prizren, Lejhanec and Prohaska, which are stored in the archives of
Vienna®’ and which have not been examined to this day, so their data have not
been known.

Based on these archival data, we learn about the subjects taught in these
schools, their program, about the teachers, about the students and their success,
etc. Thus, referring to these documents in question, we learn that in the Catholic
primary school for boys in Prizren, in the school year 1896-1897, there were a
total of 62 students and the following subjects were taught there:

- In the first grade, which was preparatory, four subjects were taught:
singing, calligraphy, mathematics and religious doctrine and there were
a total of 13 students.

- In the second grade, five subjects were taught: singing, writing, natural
sciences, mathematics and religious doctrine, and there were a total of
17 students.

- In the third grade, four subjects were taught: Italian language,
mathematics, calligraphy and doctrine (religion) and there were a total
of 14 students.

- In the fourth grade, religion (doctrine), Italian language, mathematics,
sacred scriptures (storia sacra), natural sciences, geography and there
were a total of 11 students.

- In the fifth grade, five subjects were taught: Italian language, religion,
natural sciences, geography and mathematics, and there were a total of 7
students. These subjects, with some minor changes, were taught almost
throughout the entire activity of this school®.

Examining these documents, we can conclude that the number of
students in 1896-1897 was not very large and with the passing of the grades, it
decreased significantly. In this year, the boys' school had a total of 62 students
and this number more or less appears to us in the following years. It is also seen
that at this time the Italian language was taught, while special importance was

25 Annelise Wernicke, Teodor Ipen dhe Shqipéria né fokusin e Perandorisé Austro-Hungareze,
pérktheu nga gjermanishtja: Eridan Imami, Plejad, Tirané 2012, 61.

26 Revista Leka, nr. 7, Shkodér 1937, 293.

27 Haus Hof und Staatsarchiv, Politisches Archives Wien, Kosovo Archives, documents brought
from the Vienna Archives, Microfilmed, year 1908, Report no. 97, Prizren, December 1908.

28 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 3, Prizren, dated January 9, 1897.
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paid to calligraphy and mathematics, which were taught in all grades, as was the
subject of Catholic religious doctrine or religion. In the second grade, we note
that two subjects were added: writing and natural sciences, while the other
subjects were the same. The success of the students is good. It is noticeable that
the students also made absences, mainly because, as the documents state, they
were sick, especially from smallpox, which, as far as can be understood, would
have been quite widespread at that time. In the column ,,reason for absences”, the
remarks are given written in the Albanian language of the time, as well as the
names of the subjects that are most likely translated from the Italian language
and vice versa for this purpose. For the other school years, the documents are
written only in Italian and German, without the elements mentioned above.

The situation of the Catholic primary school for boys in Prizren,
according to archival sources, in the following years is presented as follows:

In the school year 1900-1901, the school had: in the first grade 22
students, in the second grade 16 students, in the third grade 15 students and in
the fourth grade 9 students. In total, there were 62 students in this year®’.

In the school year 1901-1902 the number of students was: in the first
grade (first level) 22 students, in the first grade (higher level) 18 students, in the
second grade 16, in the third grade 13 students and in the fourth grade 3 students:
Ndue Gjoni, Seb Jakova and Gjin Cipriani’.

In the first grade (level I-11) was Lazér Lumezi, while in the second, third
and fourth grades was Mati Logoreci.

The subjects taught this year were: religion, calligraphy, reading,
mathematics, geography, natural history, reading (primary) of Turkish and
writing in Turkish. In the fourth year, mathematics was taught in the Turkish
language.

The teacher of these last three subjects, namely mathematics, reading
(primary) of Turkish and writing in Turkish, was Tahir Uzeiri’'i.

In the 1902-1903 school year, the school had: in the first grade (level I)
34 students, taught by Lazér Lumezi. In the second grade there were 16 students,
in the third grade 12 students and in the fourth grade 13 students. A total of 75
students®.

In this school year, in the third and fourth grades, in addition to other
subjects that were taught in previous years, the subject of Ottoman grammar
(syntax) and the Arabic-Ottoman script rik’a was also added.

The latter was taught by the aforementioned Tahir Uzeiri, while the other
subjects were taught by the teacher Mati Logoreci®*.

In the year 1907-1908, according to the reports of the Austrian consul in
Prizren - Prohaska (Prochaska), this school had: in the first grade 20 students, in

29 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 49, Prizren, 27. June 1901.
30 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 60, Prizren, 28. June 1902.
31 Ibidem.
32 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 77, Prizren, 27. June 1903.
3 Ibidem.
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the second grade 10 students, in the third grade 7 students. A total of 37
students*.

In the school year 1908-1909, the school had: in the first grade (level I)
11 students, in the first grade (level II) 16 students, with teacher Nikollé Rrota.
In the second grade there were 25 students, with teacher Lazér Lumezi. In the
third grade (level I), there were 10 students, and in the second grade 8§ students,
with teacher Kolé Kodheli. Total students - 70%.

In the school year 1909-1910 the school had: in the first grade (level I)
there were 16 students, and in the second grade there were 8 students, with
teacher Anton Lescia (Lleshi). In the second grade, in the first grade, there were
14 students, and in the second grade, there were 13 students, with teacher Lazér
Lumezi. In the third grade there were 13 students, with teacher Serafin
Mitrovic®®.

In the school year 1911-1912 the school had: in the first grade (level 1)
there were 14 students, and in the second grade there were 15 students, with
teacher Serafin Mitrovic.

In the second grade, in the first grade, there were 9 students, and in the
second grade, there were 10 students, with teacher Lazér Lumezi. In the third
grade there were 15 students with teacher Anton Lesci®’.

From the school year 1908-1909 to 1911-1912, as can be seen, the school
cycle from four grades was reduced to three grades, but they operated with two
levels.

From what was said above, we can conclude that in the private Catholic
primary school for boys in Prizren, the number of students was relatively small.
Most of the teachers were clergymen, among whom was the Italian priest, Dario
Bucciarelli, who worked in Prizren during the years 1864-1878, that is, until his
death.

After his death, the Franciscan priest Carev, from Zara, who served in
this city in the years 1880-1888, was elected bishop in Prizren. He tried to keep
the teaching in the Prizren school in the Croatian language, but he was
unsuccessful.

After him, Albanian archbishops Andrea Logoreci and Pashk Trokshi
came to Prizren, who worked for the Albanian language and teaching in the
schools of this city and other places in Kosovo®.

Andrea Logoreci brought with him his grandsons, Matia Logoreci and
Pashké Logoreci, whom he appointed as teachers: Matiné in Prizren and Pashko

34 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 77, 27. June 1907.

35 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 104, Prizren, 14. October 1909.

36 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Prizren, 30. June 1910.

37 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 55, Prizren, 5. June 1911.

38 Hajrullah Koligi, Historia e arsimit dhe e mendimit pedagogjik shqiptar, SHB “Libri Shkollor”,
Prishtiné 2002.
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in Gjakova. Both Mati and Pashké Logoreci were lay teachers and taught starting
from the school year 1889/90%°.

From Austrian archival sources we understand that only Albanian
Catholic children attended this school. Therefore, the findings that these schools
would have also attended Muslim children and that out of fear for this reason, the
Austro-Hungarian consulate, through the Vatican and the police bodies of the
Ottoman Government, took measures to hinder this process*, to the extent that
the decision was taken against the parish priest Pashke Tershku and the teachers
of the people, Mati Logoreci and Ndue Bytyqi, to transfer them away*! from this
city, do not seem to us to be sustainable or credible.

In addition to Pashk Trokshi, Mati Logoreci, Lazér Lumezi, Ndue
Bytyqi, and Dario Bucciarelli, the archbishop of the Diocese of Skopje, and later
of Prizren, Andrea Logoreci, who, - according to the well-known writer Ndre
Mjeda, - had great merit in opening the Albanian school in Prizren and in
Gjakova®, also taught in the Catholic primary school for boys. But, without a
doubt, a special educational role in the work of this school was played by teachers
Mati Logoreci and Lazér Lumezi, so much so that it is said that this school
belongs to Mati Logoreci and Lazér Lumezi®. Other teachers, such as Lluké
Lluka, Kolé¢ Kodheli, Kolé Rrota, etc., who worked in this school in the first
decades of the 20th century**, also contributed to the development of teaching in
the Catholic school for boys in Prizren.

Prilog 1. Teacher Mati Logoreci (1867-1941). Teacher Lazér Lumezi (1870-1941).

39 J. Redzepagié, Skolstvo i prosveta, 111-112.

40 Historia e popullit shqgiptar, 256.

41 J. Redzepagié¢, Skolstvo i prosveta, 199-200.

“N. D. Mjeda, “Mbi arqipeshkvit e Shkupit”, né: “Hylli i Drités”,, nr. 1, Shkodér 1935, 37.

43 Hajrullah Koligi, Historia e arsimit dhe e mendimit pedagogjik shqiptar, SHB “Libri Shkollor”,
Prishtiné 2002, 184-185.

4 J. Redzepagié, Skolstvo i prosveta, 202-203.
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Catholic Girls' Primary School in Prizren (Scuola Feminile Cattolica di
Prizren — Katholische Méadchen Schule von Prizren)

A girls' school was added to the Catholic boys' school in Prizren. The
Catholic Girls' School in Prizren began operating on September 14, 1892. It was
allowed to operate by the Ottoman authorities, based on the request of the
Archbishop of Skopje, Andrea Logoreci, on April 21, 1891%. Previously, this
school operated as a course, where dozens of girls from Prizren, without being
divided and classified into groups or classes, gathered in private homes, where
they learned literacy and handicrafts.

This school operated within the parish of the Catholic Church, which was
burned in 1904, and many documents and books of this school were burned with
it**. However, from archival documents still preserved in the Vienna Archives,
unknown to this day, we learn that the girls' school in Prizren in 1901 had a total
of 55 students, who were not organized into classes’.

In 1902, this school had 60 students, with Sister Cecilija Briski as the
teacher*.

In 1903, there were 52 students. The teacher was Sister Cecilija Briski®.

In 1904, however, the students were divided into classes and they had:
the second class had 33 students, and the third class had 10 students®’. Data for
the first class is missing. From this year onwards, the reports are written in
German.

In the year 1906-1907, according to the report of the vice-consul
Lejhanec, this school had: in the first grade 26 students, in the second grade 8
students and in the third grade 6 students (in the third grade were the following
students: Cicilja of Lorenci, Cicilja of ?, Gjyla of Ndoci, Monika of Ndreko, Nica
of Kristé and Suzana of Pjetri). In total in this year there were 40 students>'.

In the year 1907-1908 there were 19 students in the first grade, in the
second grade 6 students (Cecilja of ?, Monika of Ndreké, Nina of Noi, Suzana of
Petri, Liza of Petri, Marta of Kol€), while in the third grade there were only 3
students (Niza of Kristé, Gjonja of Shtjefni and Juliana of Petri)*>.

In the year 1908-1909, there were 30 students in the first grade, 12
students in the second grade and 6 students in the third grade. The teachers were
Anastasia Paparella and Karmela Marinovic™.

45 Sulltane Kojcini-Ukaj, Shkolla shqipe e vashave dhe arsimi kombétar, 100-Vjetori i shkollés
shqgipe té Vashave né Prizren, pérmbledhje kumtesash nga: Simpoziumi shkencor i mbajtur né
Prishtiné mé 13 néntor 1992, Prishtiné 1993, 28.

46 S. Kojgini-Ukaj, Shkolla shqipe, 29.

47 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 48, Prizren, 1901.

48 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 59, Prizren, date 30. June 1902.

49 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 77, Prizren, 1903.

50 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 1, dated June 25, 1904.

S HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 77, Prizren, 30. June 1907.

52 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 117, Prizren, 15. June 1908.

53 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 104, Prizren, 14. October 1909.
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In the year 1909-1910, there were 23 students in the first grade, 17
students in the second grade, 9 students in the third grade and 11 students in the
fourth grade. The teachers were the same>*.

In the year 1910-1911, there were 17 students in the first grade, 14
students in the second grade, 19 students in the third grade and 8 students in the
fourth grade. The teachers were Mikelanxhela Coba and Zoe Ferderberg™’.

Based on these documents, the subjects taught in the Catholic primary
school for girls in Prizren were: 1. Religion, 2. Singing, 3. Nature knowledge, 4.
Meteorology, 5. Grammar, 6. Geography, 7. Mathematics, 8. Calligraphy, 9. Song
and 10. Handicrafts*. The assessment of students, unlike the boys' school, was
not done with grades, but with the assessment: ,bad* (male), ,,good* (bene),
,,very good* (molto bene)*’. From what was said above, we can conclude that the
number of students in the girls' school was small. The Coba sisters -
Mikelanxhela (Argentina) Coba and Tereza (Sapiensa) Coba from Shkodra®® and
especially sister Cecilija Briski® made a valuable contribution to this school. Zoe
Ferderberg®, Anastasia Paparella and Karmela Marinovic®' also taught there.

Prilog 2. Students of the Catholic Primary School for Girls in Prizren:
Lule Tarabulluzi, Mrika Mjeda, Nine Kolpeja.

It should also be noted that in Prizren, since 1907, the ,,Fridrih Febel”
nursery school began operating. Although it was intended for religious and
political purposes, this school played an important role in preparing children for
successful primary education. Its educators, especially Anxhelina and Magdalena

54 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Prizren, 30. June 1910.

35 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Prizren, 30. June 1911.

36 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 48, Prizren, 1901; Report no. 59, Prizren 1902;
Report no. 77, Prizren 1903.

7 Ibidem.

58 S. Kojgini-Ukaj, Shkolla shqipe, 30; J. Redzepagié¢, Skolstvo i prosveta, 202.

59 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 48, Prizren, 1901; Report no. 59, Prizren 1902;
Report no. 77, Prizren, 1903

%0 HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Prizren, June 30, 1911.

6l HHSt-Wien, Archive of Kosovo, MK, Report no. 104, Prizren, 14. October 1909.
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Coba, successfully carried out the educational process by developing in them the
language, musical, aesthetic, patriotic and humanitarian feelings.

These educators also carried out patriotic activities outside of work
hours, by organizing courses with women of the city (aged 40-50) to teach them
literacy in their native Albanian language®.

It should also be noted that in Prizren there was also a school ,.for
preparing future priests”®. The teachers of these schools were the parish priests,
who were changed very often.

Among them, Don Simon Lumezi, Don Mazreku®, etc. stood out. The
frequent change of parish priests and their religious commitment meant that these
schools were not particularly prepared and advanced®.

Summary

From what was said above in this in-depth analysis, we can conclude that
from 1800 to 1878 the number of Catholic schools was small and that these
schools were private and of a purely religious character. They always operated in
or near the church.

They were provided by Austria-Hungary and the population. The oldest
and most well-known are those in Prizren, Gjakova and Peja, while among the
villages there was the school in Stubéll.

However, after 1878, these schools began to change, as a result of new
social, political and economic developments. From here on, a new and important
period began in the history of Catholic schools because they began to take on a
secular character and Albanian began to be used as the language of instruction.
Christian children studied in them, while the teaching staff was mainly composed
of clergy, but there were also secular teachers and teachers of other religious
affiliations.

Great and irreplaceable help for the schools of the region of Prizren, Peja,
Gjakova, Gjilan, etc. during the development of their educational process were
the textbooks and the press and periodicals published by the Istanbul Society®
and the exile societies in Bucharest and Sofia®’.

Despite their small number, despite being of elementary-primary level
and with a mainly religious character and content; although mono-confessional,
the Catholic primary schools of Kosovo should undoubtedly occupy a deserved
place in the history of Albanian national education.

62 . Redzepagié, Skolstvo i prosveta, 151-153.

63 Leka, nr. 7, Shkodér, 1937, f. 293.

 Ibidem.

65 J. Redzepagié, Skolstvo i prosveta, 151-153.

% Ibidem.

7 Ismet Dérmaku, Rilindja Kombétare Shqiptare dhe kolonité shqiptare té mérgimit né Rumani dhe
né Bullgari, Prishting 1983, 199.
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Zakljucak

Iz navedenog u ovoj detaljnoj analizi, mozemo zakljuciti da je od 1800.
do 1878. godine broj katolickih Skola bio mali, te da su te skole bile privatne i
iskljucivo vjerskog karaktera. Uvijek su djelovale u crkvi ili u njenoj blizini.
Njih su finansirale Austro-Ugarska i stanovniStvo. Najstarije i najpoznatije su
one u Prizrenu, Pakovici i Pe¢i, dok je medu selima postojala Skola u Stubli.
Medutim, nakon 1878. godine, ove Skole su se pocele mijenjati, kao rezultat
novih drustvenih, politickih i ekonomskih desavanja. Od tada je poceo novi i
vazan period u historiji katolickih Skola, jer su pocele poprimati sekularni
karakter, a albanski jezik se poceo koristiti kao nastavni jezik.

U njima su se Skolovala kr§¢anska djeca, dok je nastavni kadar uglavnom
bio sastavljen od svecenstva, ali je bilo i svjetovnih nastavnika te nastavnika
drugih vjerskih pripadnosti.

Velika i nezamjenjiva pomo¢ $kolama regiona Prizrena, Pec¢i, Pakovice,
Gnyjilana itd. tokom razvoja njihovog obrazovnog procesa bili su udzbenici,
Stampa i periodika objavljeni od strane Istanbulske zajednice i iseljeniCkih
zajednica u Bukurestu i Sofiji.

Uprkos njihovom malom broju, uprkos tome S§to su bile
osnovnoskolskog nivoa i uglavnom vjerskog karaktera i sadrzaja; iako
jednokonfesionalne, katolicke osnovne $kole Kosova bi nesumnjivo trebale
zauzeti zasluzeno mjesto u historiji albanskog nacionalnog obrazovanja.
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