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AGRARIAN REFORMS IN YUGOSLAVIA AND  
SERBIAN COLONIZATION OF KOSOVO 1918-1924 

 
 
 Abstract: During the period between the two World Wars, the 
displacement of Albanians from Kosovo became routine. Continuous repression 
by Serbia was creating conditions for the mass displacement of Kosovo 
Albanians. The Albanian government, powerless to prevent this process, 
addressed its prefectures through an official notice requesting that refugees 
fleeing from Yugoslavia to Albania be granted easier access to residence permits, 
or be facilitated in migrating from Albania to a third country. 

The Serbian army claimed that it was pursuing the rebellious elements 
of the Kaçak Movement in Kosovo; however, in reality, its primary target was 
consistently the Albanian population living in their native lands. Civilians were 
not spared; consequently, they bombarded, burned, and destroyed everything that 
could be considered “Albanian property.” It was these same civilians who 
suffered the most from the actions of the Serbian army and police, as they were 
used as the (alleged) targets in the disarmament campaigns carried out by 
Serbian forces against Albanians. 

The reoccupation of Kosovo by Serbo-Montenegrin forces in October 
1918 was carried out through systematic and organized violence by their 
military. Their objective was the ethnic cleansing of Kosovo and the creation of 
suitable conditions for the settlement of Serbian colonists in Albanian-inhabited 
areas. In order to ensure the success of this ethnic cleansing, Serbia employed 
all mechanisms of the state apparatus, as well as violent measures that preceded 
and accompanied the process in question: killings, imprisonment, the alteration 
of people’s names, the forced relocation of populations, and the conversion of 
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their religion from Islam and Catholicism to Orthodoxy. Furthermore, the 
Agrarian Reform was used as an instrument through which the expulsion of 
Albanians from Kosovo and other Albanian-inhabited territories outside Albania 
could be presented as a legitimate undertaking. 
 All of these acts had a single objective: to intimidate the Albanian 
population so that Kosovo would remain a Serbian land, as Serbian propaganda 
had consistently claimed. 
 
 Key words: Agrarian reform, albanians, displacement, Kosovo, Serbia. 
 
 

AGRARNE REFORME U JUGOSLAVIJI I  
SRPSKA KOLONIZACIJA KOSOVA 1918–1924. 

 
 Apstrakt: Tokom perioda između dva svjetska rata, raseljavanje 
Albanaca s Kosova postalo je uobičajeno. Neprekidna represija od strane Srbije 
stvarala je uslove za masovno raseljavanje kosovskih Albanaca. Albanska vlada, 
nemoćna da spriječi ovaj proces, obratila se svojim prefekturama službenim 
obavještenjem u kojem je tražila da se izbjeglicama koje bježe iz Jugoslavije u 
Albaniju omogući lakši pristup boravišnim dozvolama ili da im se olakša 
migracija iz Albanije u treću zemlju. 
 Srpska vojska je tvrdila da progoni pobunjeničke elemente kačačkog 
pokreta na Kosovu; međutim, u stvarnosti, njena primarna meta konstantno je 
bilo albansko stanovništvo koje je živjelo na svojoj rodnoj zemlji. Civili nisu bili 
pošteđeni; stoga su bombardovali, palili i uništavali sve što bi se moglo smatrati 
„albanskom imovinom“. Upravo su ti civili najviše stradali od akcija srpske 
vojske i policije, jer su korišteni kao (navodne) mete u kampanjama 
razoružavanja koje su srpske snage provodile protiv Albanaca. 
 Ponovna okupacija Kosova od strane srpsko-crnogorskih snaga u 
oktobru 1918. godine izvršena je kroz sistematsko i organizovano nasilje njihove 
vojske. Njihov cilj bio je etničko čišćenje Kosova i stvaranje pogodnih uslova za 
naseljavanje srpskih kolonista u područja naseljena Albancima. Kako bi 
osigurala uspjeh ovog etničkog čišćenja, Srbija je koristila sve mehanizme 
državnog aparata, kao i nasilne mjere koje su prethodile tom procesu i pratile 
ga: ubistva, zatvaranja, promjenu ličnih imena, prisilno preseljavanje 
stanovništva i prevođenje njihove vjere iz islama i katoličanstva u pravoslavlje. 
Nadalje, agrarna reforma je korištena kao instrument pomoću kojeg se 
protjerivanje Albanaca s Kosova i drugih teritorija naseljenih Albancima izvan 
Albanije moglo prikazati kao legitiman poduhvat. 
 Sva ova djela imala su samo jedan cilj: zastrašiti albansko stanovništvo 
kako bi Kosovo ostalo srpska zemlja, što je srpska propaganda neprestano 
tvrdila. 
 
 Ključne riječi: Agrarna reforma, Albanci, raseljavanje, Kosovo, Srbija. 
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Introduction 
 

During the period following the creation of the Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats, and Slovenes in 1918, Kosovo underwent significant political and socio-
economic changes. Agrarian reform, officially aimed at abolishing feudal 
relations and redistributing land, became a central state policy. In practice, 
however, it was closely linked to colonization efforts and demographic 
transformation. The Albanian majority population faced land expropriation, 
political pressure, and displacement. This study examines the conditions in 
Kosovo, the structure of land ownership, and the implementation and 
consequences of agrarian reform and colonization policies between 1918 and 
1924. 

 
 

Conditions in Kosovo after the creation  
of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes 
 

Serbs are best realizing the ethnic cleansing of Albanians via the agrarian 
reform. This reform is supported on two principles adopted by the National 
Assembly of the SCS (Serbia-Croatia-Slovenia Kingdom): 

1. The elimination of all feudal relations which still exist in the territories 
of SCS, with the primary goal of abolishing slavery with fair 
compensation, as well as all privileges stemming from feudal relations; 

2. For general public purposes, particularly for the division and 
colonization among the broader layers of the agrarian economy.1 
 
The Kingdom of SCS drafted a program for the cleansing of territories 

inhabited by Albanians.2 In support of this program, the Serbian army and 
gendarmerie from 1919 to 1921 destroyed 182 Albanian villages and carried 
out numerous massacres against the civilian population.3 The colonization of 
Kosovo with the Serb-Montenegrin settlers was primarily concentrated in the 
Dukagjin and Kosovo Plains, as well as in areas of strategic interest to the 
Kingdom of SCS.4 Serbia was trying to award even Montenegro in some way, 
by colonizing Kosovo and North Macedonia. By offering favorable conditions 
through the Agrarian Reform, many Montenegrin settlers were established in 
Kosovo and North Macedonia.  The Kingdom of SCS was highly focused on 
Kosovo with the aim of ethnic cleansing, expelling Albanians, and establishing 

 
1 Milovan Obradoviq,  Reformat agrare dhe kolonizimi në Kosovë 1918-1941, Instituti i Historisë- 
Prishtinë,  Prishtinë 2005, 52. 
2 Qarkore Prefekturave, Fletorja zyrtare, ( 1923, qershor 8), 15, 2. 
3 Ali Sh. Berisha, Gallapi i Prishtinës III 1912-1941, Printing Press, Prishtinë 2009, 114. 
4 Ramiz Zekaj, Zhvillimi i Kulturës Islame te Shqiptarët gjatë shekullit XX, Instituti shqiptar i 
mendimit dhe qytetërimit islamik, Tiranë 1997, 33. 
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mendimit dhe qytetërimit islamik, Tiranë 1997, 33. 

 
 

a Serb-Montenegrin demographic balance.5  
 
 

  Structure of the population and land ownership in Kosovo 
 

The population structure of Kosovo in the period following 1918 was 
characterized by a clear Albanian majority, estimated at around 70–75%, while 
Serb-Montenegrins and other minorities comprised no more than 24% of the 
total population in Kosovo during 1919 – 1920.6 Considering the growth rate of 
the Albanian population, which was larger than that of the Serbs in Kosovo and 
North Macedonia, colonization using old methods did not achieve the desired 
effects. Therefore, it was recommended by the Serbian government to increase 
efforts for the settlement of colonists within the southern region of the SCS 
Kingdom, aiming to achieve a higher number of Serb population.7 To 
implement its policy of ethnic cleansing, Serbia used the so-called agrarian 
reform, through which, between 1918 – 1941 alone, it expropriated around 
380,000 – 400,000 hectares of land, mostly private property of Albanians. This 
land was then allocated to 15,000 settler families from Serbia and Montenegro.8 
A Yugoslav government’s decree, dated February 25, 1919, officially abolished 
the feudal form of property ownership.9 

  With the implementation of the agrarian reform and the colonization of 
Albanian land, property for independent economic development was reduced, 
and poverty emerged among the peasants. Survival was already difficult, further 
exacerbated by the continuous pressure from the settlement of Serbo-
Montenegrin colonists, who took land right up to the doorstep of Albanian 
homes.10 The population of Kosovo was primarily engaged in agriculture. Yields 
were low, and as a result, the standard of living was very poor as well.11  

Yugoslav officials claimed that they were implementing an agrarian 
reform to dismantle large feudal estates, enabling the colonization of Southern 
Serbia (Kosovo and North Macedonia) with the aim of preserving the economic, 

 
5 Veli Kryeziu, Ndryshimet Politiko-Shoqërore në Kosovë 1918-1941 sipas shtypit mbarë shqiptar, 
Lena Graphic, Prishtinë 2021, 24. 
6 Hamit Kokolari, Kosova djep i shqiptarizmit, Masagjerit shqiptare, Tiranë 1943, 61. 
7 Esat Stavileci, Rrugëtimi dhe labirintet e Kosovës dhe të shqiptarëve – pavarësia e Kosovës fakt 
i ligjshëm që nuk mundë të zhbëhet, Forumi për Iniciativë Demokratike, Gjakovë 2009, 172. 
8 Ramiz Avdyli, Politika serbe e gjenocidit ndaj Kosovës dhe shqiptarëve. Kosova, Nr. 2, Instituti 
i Historisë, Prishtinë 1994, 25-33; Cfr. Hakif Bajrami, Kosova 1918-1941, Shkrola Print Prishtinë 
2017, 49; Cfr. Enver Maloku, Dëbimet e shqiptarëve dhe kolonizimi i Kosovës 1877-1995, Instituti 
i Historisë i Kosovës,  Prishtinë 1997, 43. 
9 Ramiz Avdyli, Shpronësimi i fshatarësisë dhe kolonizimi serbo-malazez i trojeve etnike shqiptare 
1912-1942, Gjenocidi dhe aktet gjenocidiale të pushtetit serb ndaj shqiptarëve nga Kriza Lindore 
e këndej, Akademia e Shkencave dhe e Arteve e Kosovës Prishtinë 1995, 119-128. 
10 Seit Lipa, Kosova në periudhën e rindërtimit. Instituti i Historisë së Kosovës, Prishtinë 1982, 8. 
11 Hakif Bajrami, Kosova 1918-1941, Shkrola Print, Prishtinë 2017, 49. 
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national, and cultural interests of the Yugoslav state.12 Yugoslavia passed a 
decree on September 14, 1920, which was dedicated to the southern regions and 
applied exclusively to Albanians in Kosovo and North Macedonia. This law was 
to be enforced through the agrarian reform commission for the confiscation – 
expropriation of lands belonging to 10,000 landowners who were either ‘rebels’ 
(kaçakët) or their supporters. These lands would then be transferred to state 
ownership, deemed to be of special significance to the Yugoslav state. Through 
this decision, conditions were created for the expulsion of Albanians to Albania 
or Turkey.13 

 
 

Political and legal measures of the regime and preparation  
for the implementation of agrarian reform and colonization 
 

Following the establishment of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and 
Slovenes, the state undertook a series of political and legal measures aimed at 
restructuring land ownership and facilitating colonization in Kosovo and other 
southern regions. Through decrees and institutional mechanisms, the agrarian 
reform was designed not only to abolish feudal relations but also to enable the 
redistribution of land in favor of state interests. These measures created the legal 
and administrative framework necessary for the implementation of colonization 
policies, particularly in areas with a dense Albanian population, thereby 
preparing the ground for broader demographic and socio-economic changes. 

The Ministry of Agrarian Reform administered its activities through 
several sections: 

1. The General Section – which included the minister’s cabinet; 
2. The Agrarian Section – responsible for the agrarian reform; 
3. The Colonization Section; 
4. The Finance Sector. 
 
The ministry implemented its activities for agrarian reform in Southern 

Serbia (Kosovo and North Macedonia), while the main directorate for agrarian 
reform was headquartered in Skopje.14 The director of agrarian reform, Sreten 
Vukosavljeviç, sent a report from Skopje to the Minister of Agrarian Reform in 
Belgrade on August 26, 1919, clarifying that the settlement of colonists should 

 
12 Ali Hadri, Pozita dhe gjendja e Kosovës në Mbretërinë e Jugosllavisë. E vërteta mbi Kosovën 
dhe shqiptarët në Jugosllav, Akademia e Shkencave e RPS të Shqipërisë-Instituti i Historisë Tiranë 
1990, 238-252. 
13 Ramiz Avdyli, Shpronësimi i fshatarësisë dhe kolonizimi serbo-malazez i trojeve etnike 
shqiptare 1912-1942, Gjenocidi dhe aktet gjenocidiale të pushtetit serb ndaj shqiptarëve nga Kriza 
Lindore e këndej, Akademia e Shkencave dhe e Arteve e Kosovës Prishtinë 1995, 119-128. 
14 Jusuf Osmani, Organet për zbatimin e reformës agrare dhe të kolonizimit të Kosovës ndërmjet 
luftërave botërore, Kosova, Nr. 15, Instituti i Historisë së Kosovës, Prishtinë 1986, 193-197. 
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first occur in areas where the Albanian population was most dense.15 Such a 
directorate for agrarian reforms began its work under the order of the Ministry of 
Agrarian Reform in Ferizaj on February 12, 1920.16 As a result of this reform, 
many Albanians from Kosovo were forced to flee to Turkey under the pressure 
of the regime. 

 
 

The process of implementing agrarian reform  
and colonization and its consequences 
 

The implementation of agrarian reform and colonization in Kosovo was 
carried out through a combination of legal measures, administrative actions, and 
systematic pressure on the local population. While officially presented as a socio-
economic transformation aimed at redistributing land and improving agricultural 
structures, in practice this process was accompanied by displacement, coercion, 
and demographic engineering. The redistribution of land and the settlement of 
colonists had far-reaching consequences for the Albanian population, affecting 
their economic stability, social structure, and presence in their ancestral 
territories. 
 As a result of the implementation of the agrarian reforms, between 1918 
and 1923, the number of displaced Albanians who arrived in Turkey reached up 
to 40,000. This number increased significantly by 1941.17 During the years 1918 
to 1941 alone, approximately 240,000 Albanians were displaced from Albanian-
inhabited regions in Yugoslavia.18 According to researcher Bajrami, the number 
of displaced individuals from Kosovo to Turkey during the years 1918-1941 
reached a total of 255,878, all of Albanian origin.19  
 The agrarian reform in Kosovo and North Macedonia aimed to 
nationalize the Albanian population in Kosovo and the Albanian-Bulgarian 
population in North Macedonia, in order to create a balance between the native 
population and the colonists brought from Serbia, while achieving a separation 
between the Albanians and the Serbs. However, the assimilation of the Albanian 

 
15 Marenglen Verli, Reforma agrare kolonizuese në Kosovë e viset tjera shqiptare në Jugosllavi pas 
Luftës së Parë Botërore. E vërteta mbi Kosovën dhe shqiptarët në Jugosllav, Akademia e 
Shkencave e RPS të Shqipërisë-Instituti i Historisë, Tiranë 1990, 277-288. 
16 Shaban Hashani, Reforma agrare dhe kolonizimi në rrethin e Nerodimes (Ferizajt) midis dy 
luftërave botërore 1918-1941. Kosova, Nr. 20/21, Instituti i Historisë-Prishtinë,  Prishtinë 
1998/1999, 147-162. 
17 Zamir Shtylla, Shpërngulja me dhunë e shqiptarëve në vitet 1912-1941, E vërteta mbi Kosovën 
dhe shqiptarët në Jugosllavi, Akademija e Shkencave e RPS të Shqipërisë, Tiranë 1990, 255-261. 
18 Hevzi Islami, Kosova dhe shqiptarët qështje demografike. Rilindja, Prishtinë 1990, 65. 
19 Hakif Bajrami, Shpërngulja e shqiptarëve ne Turqi gjatë viteve 1912-1941, Gjenocidi dhe aktet 
gjenocidiale të pushtetit serb ndaj shqiptarëve nga Kriza Lindore e këndej, Akademia e Shkencave 
dhe e Arteve e Kosovës, Prishtinë 1995, 143-158. 
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population in Kosovo was never achieved.20 
  The agrarian reforms and the institutional apparatus of violence of the 
occupying Serbia in Kosovo during the years 1918-1919 brutally killed over 
11,000 Albanians in the most inhumane manner, and completely destroyed 5,000 
– 6,000 Albanian homes. The figures speak of 20,000 Albanians imprisoned. All 
these crimes were carried out with the approval of the government in Belgrade. 
These Serbian crimes continued into 1920-1921.21 A large number of displaced 
Albanians, apart from going to Albania, also went to Turkey. According to the 
newspaper Shqipëri e Re Constanta, dated June 23, 1913, no. 136: ‘It is 
concerning news that there are continuous new arrivals if emigrants from 
Kosovo, who have headed to Istanbul. We believe that these people have been 
both deceived and betrayed, but above all, they are forced by the Serbian regime, 
which is why the editorial policy appeals to everyone not to facilitate their escape 
from Kosovo.’ Furthermore, it is stated that these people are encouraged to flee 
Kosovo even by corrupt imams and their leaders who serve Serbian interests, 
whom Serbia directly controls.22 

In the same issue newspaper Shqipëri e Re no. 136, it is mentioned that 
these days we have also registered a number of Albanian refugees arriving from 
Prishtina, with their number reaching 750 individuals. In just the last three days, 
4 people have died from the hardships and exhaustion during their journey. 
Turkey has denied them visas to entered the country, while the Yugoslav 
government does not allow them to return, arguing that they have nowhere to go 
back to since they already sold their properties in Kosovo. The newspaper 
Shqipëri e Re Constanta, September 2, 1923, no. 143, reports on the refugees 
from Kosovo who were staying in Sofia waiting to go to Turkey. Fortunately, a 
significant number of them were stopped and redirected to Albania by the former 
deputy of Drin, Avni Gjilani, who with his wisdom, convinced them to go to 
Albania – the motherland of the Albanians of Kosovo.23 

The newspaper Zëri i Popullit Korce, dated February 24, 1923, no. 22, 
states that the agreement reached between Albania and Yugoslavia regarding the 
border resulter in territorial losses for Albania. Yugoslavia gained a portion of 
the territory in the regions of Gjakova, Prizren, Dibra, and Podgorica, thereby 
reducing the neutral zone by a total of 1 km, dividing it into 500 meters in Albania 
and another 500 in Yugoslavia. There were again disagreements over certain 
border areas, with Yugoslavia claiming more territory from Albania, in addition 

 
20 Ali Hadri, Pozita dhe gjendja e Kosovës në Mbretërinë e Jugosllavisë. E vërteta mbi Kosovën 
dhe shqiptarët në Jugosllav, Akademia e Shkencave e RPS të Shqipërisë-Instituti i Historisë, 
Tiranë 1990, 238-252. 
21 Jusuf Osmani, Pushtimi dhe kolonizimi serb në trevat shqiptare ndër shekuj, Buletin i Fakultetit 
Filozofik,), nr. XXIX/2014, Fakulteti Filozofik UP, Prishtinë 2014, 233-249. 
22 Emigrantët e Kosovës dhe detyra kombëtare, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 136, Konstancë, 24 qershor 1923, 
2. 
23 Refugjatët e Kosovës shkuan për Shqipëri, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 143, Konstancë, 2 shtator 1923, 1. 
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population in Kosovo was never achieved.20 
  The agrarian reforms and the institutional apparatus of violence of the 
occupying Serbia in Kosovo during the years 1918-1919 brutally killed over 
11,000 Albanians in the most inhumane manner, and completely destroyed 5,000 
– 6,000 Albanian homes. The figures speak of 20,000 Albanians imprisoned. All 
these crimes were carried out with the approval of the government in Belgrade. 
These Serbian crimes continued into 1920-1921.21 A large number of displaced 
Albanians, apart from going to Albania, also went to Turkey. According to the 
newspaper Shqipëri e Re Constanta, dated June 23, 1913, no. 136: ‘It is 
concerning news that there are continuous new arrivals if emigrants from 
Kosovo, who have headed to Istanbul. We believe that these people have been 
both deceived and betrayed, but above all, they are forced by the Serbian regime, 
which is why the editorial policy appeals to everyone not to facilitate their escape 
from Kosovo.’ Furthermore, it is stated that these people are encouraged to flee 
Kosovo even by corrupt imams and their leaders who serve Serbian interests, 
whom Serbia directly controls.22 

In the same issue newspaper Shqipëri e Re no. 136, it is mentioned that 
these days we have also registered a number of Albanian refugees arriving from 
Prishtina, with their number reaching 750 individuals. In just the last three days, 
4 people have died from the hardships and exhaustion during their journey. 
Turkey has denied them visas to entered the country, while the Yugoslav 
government does not allow them to return, arguing that they have nowhere to go 
back to since they already sold their properties in Kosovo. The newspaper 
Shqipëri e Re Constanta, September 2, 1923, no. 143, reports on the refugees 
from Kosovo who were staying in Sofia waiting to go to Turkey. Fortunately, a 
significant number of them were stopped and redirected to Albania by the former 
deputy of Drin, Avni Gjilani, who with his wisdom, convinced them to go to 
Albania – the motherland of the Albanians of Kosovo.23 

The newspaper Zëri i Popullit Korce, dated February 24, 1923, no. 22, 
states that the agreement reached between Albania and Yugoslavia regarding the 
border resulter in territorial losses for Albania. Yugoslavia gained a portion of 
the territory in the regions of Gjakova, Prizren, Dibra, and Podgorica, thereby 
reducing the neutral zone by a total of 1 km, dividing it into 500 meters in Albania 
and another 500 in Yugoslavia. There were again disagreements over certain 
border areas, with Yugoslavia claiming more territory from Albania, in addition 

 
20 Ali Hadri, Pozita dhe gjendja e Kosovës në Mbretërinë e Jugosllavisë. E vërteta mbi Kosovën 
dhe shqiptarët në Jugosllav, Akademia e Shkencave e RPS të Shqipërisë-Instituti i Historisë, 
Tiranë 1990, 238-252. 
21 Jusuf Osmani, Pushtimi dhe kolonizimi serb në trevat shqiptare ndër shekuj, Buletin i Fakultetit 
Filozofik,), nr. XXIX/2014, Fakulteti Filozofik UP, Prishtinë 2014, 233-249. 
22 Emigrantët e Kosovës dhe detyra kombëtare, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 136, Konstancë, 24 qershor 1923, 
2. 
23 Refugjatët e Kosovës shkuan për Shqipëri, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 143, Konstancë, 2 shtator 1923, 1. 

 
 

to what it had unjustly acquired since 1913.24 
The newspaper Zëri i Popullit Korce, december 3, 1922, no. 3, writes 

that the Conference of Ambassadors decided that Saint Naum should remain part 
of Albania.25 The Thessaloniki newspaper “To Fos” also published an article 
dedicated to the Albanian-Yugoslav border. Its information was based on a report 
from Belgrade, which stated that the Albanian government had taken appropriate 
measures to protect its territory, as the serbs frequently destroyed the border 
markers placed by the International Border Commission.26 The Albanian 
government protested to the Council of Ambassadors, stating that the actions of 
the serbs would lead to unprecedented troubles for the region as well.27  

The Albanian newspaper Shqipëri e Re dated 6 january, 1924, in 
Constanța, Romania, under the headline What are the Albanians who are being 
sent to Turkey suffering? writes about the hardships of 92 Albanians who had 
been stranded for more than a month in the port of Thessaloniki. They could 
neither go to Turkey nor were they allowed to return to Kosovo or disembark in 
Greece. Sadly, 22 albanian families, including women and children, after many 
efforts and with the help of the diaspora, which had managed to gather a sum of 
money to give to the Greek captain in order to allow them to go to Vlora from 
the port of Thessaloniki achieved their goal, and they were able to return to 
Albania.28  

Regarding the suffering and horror experienced by the albanians of 
Kosovo, who were being violently expelled from Kosovo at gunpoint, wrote the 
newspaper Drita based in Gjirokaster, dated february 10, 1924, issue no. 158. It 
references the press of Turkey, specifically the newspaper “Vatan,” dated january 
14, 1924, Stamboll, under the headline A tragedy. It describes the suffering of 
over 160 albanians from Kosovo who were left on a ship without food or water, 
as the Turkish government has not allowed them to disembark. They have been 
stranded on the steamship in the port of Istanbul for over a month.29 The 
immediate reaction of the Yugoslav legation, which, through its intrigues and 
fabrications, attempted to deny the news, claiming that all citizens in Yugoslavia 
enjoy full freedom and rights. However, Serbia regrets that it cannot stop the 
emigration of those who “wish to leave and see the world”.30 This denial is an 
insult to those children, women, and elderly who were forcibly compelled to 
abandon their ancestral homes. The Chairman of the Committee of Albanians in 
Turkey, Mr. Jonuz Kolonja, countered the claims of the Serbian legate. He argued 

 
24 Kufiri shqiptaro-jugosllav  si dhe pretendimet e Qeverisë së Beligradit, Zëri i Popullit, nr. 22, 
Korçë, 24 shkurt 1923, 3. 
25 Shën Naumi i mbetej Shqipërisë. Zëri i Popullit, nr. 3, Korçë, 3 dhjetor 1922, 1. 
26 Kufit me Serbinë, Zëri i Popullit, nr. 70, Korçë, 13 tetor 1923, 1. 
27 Ibidem. 
28 Ç ‘vuajnë shqiptarët qi duan ti qojnë në Turqi, Shqipëri e Re, nr.161, Konstancë, 6 janar  1924,  
4. 
29 Korabi, Këndova dhe u Turpnova, Drita, nr. 158, Gjirokastër, 10 shkurt 1924, 1. 
30 Ibidem. 
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that all the displaced individuals coming from Kosovo were being forcibly driven 
out of their lands.31 Serbia, while pursuing the fighters of the Kaçak Movement, 
who opposed Serbian occupation, mercilessly killed men, women, and children, 
burned the properties of Albanians, and expelled hundreds of families from 
Kosovo. The number of Albanians killed in 1919 was estimated to be around 
2,000 to 5,000. They were brutally murdered by Chetnik bands led by the Serbian 
army.32  

The suffering of Albanians knows no end. The newspaper Kosova, based 
in Constanta, dated November 28, 1932, issue No. 15, published an article 
revealing the Serbo-Montenegrin massacres against the albanians of Plava and 
Guci, where 42 individuals were massacred, including children and women. 
Similarly, on may 20, 1919, the Serb-Montenegrins killed 19 albanians and 
burned down entire villages.33  

The newspaper Shqipëri e Re, based in Constanta, dated October 17, 
1926, issue no. 284-285, writes that the albanian diaspora, whether in Romania, 
Europe, or America, continuously worked towards the unification and 
preservation of the national values of the Albanian people. It mentions that such 
an effort was also seen in the activities of Shaqir Curri, who appealed to Kosovo 
albanians to join the New Federation:34 “Brothers – every Albanian that has been 
working with national matters knows the dirty deeds committed by Ahmet Zogu 
against your Kosovo brothers ever since he was made Minister of Internal 
Affairs. The Kosovar nationalists, expelled by the mercenary Italian government 
and the Minister of Internal Affairs of Albania, Ahmet Zogu, are as follows: 
Hasan Prishtina,35 Bedri Pejani, Rexhep Mitrovica, Dervish Mitrovica, Ibrahim 
Jakova,36 Niman Ferizi, Qamil Bala, etc.37 In Yugoslavia, specifically in 
Gjakova, some highlanders under the leadership of Sali Mani: Avdil Qerimi, 
Magjun Nimani, etc. From the intellectual youth are as follows: Imer Krasniqi, 
Feri Imami, Hamdi Zajmi, Ibrahim Fehmiu, Qazim Bakalli and many more. From 
Mitrovica: The son of Isa Boletinit- Adem Boletini.38 The honor of the name you 
bear calls upon you to extend a helping hand to one another and unite under the 
Sacred Federation. The letter was written by Shaqir Curri.39 

It is heartbreaking just to think about the suffering endured by the 

 
31 Korabi, Këndova dhe u Turpnova, Drita, nr. 158, Gjirokastër, 10 shkurt 1924, 1. 
32 Zamir Shtylla, Shpërngulja me dhunë e shqiptarëve në vitet 1912-1941, E vërteta mbi Kosovën 
dhe shqiptarët në Jugosllavi, Akademija e Shkencave e RPS të Shqipërisë, Tiranë 1990, 255-261. 
33 Tragjedia e Kosovës, Kosova, nr. 15, Konstancë, 28 Nëntor 1932, 5. 
34 Shaqir Curri, Kosovarëve, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 284-285, Konstancë, 17 tetor 1926, 2. 
35 Veli Kryeziu & Bujar Dugolli, The Armed Resistance Movement in Kosovo 1918-1928 according 
to the Albanian press. Historia i Świat, nr. 11, 237–250, 2022. 
(https://doi.org/10.34739/his.2022.11.14).      
36 Ministria e Arsimit, falënderim e përgëzim me popullin e Prefekturës së Kosovës, Fletorja 
Zyrtare, nr. 45, Tiranë, 2 shtator 1923, 3. 
37 Shaqir Curri, Kosovarëve, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 284-285, Konstancë, 17 tetor 1926, 2. 
38 Ibidem.  
39 Ibidem.  
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that all the displaced individuals coming from Kosovo were being forcibly driven 
out of their lands.31 Serbia, while pursuing the fighters of the Kaçak Movement, 
who opposed Serbian occupation, mercilessly killed men, women, and children, 
burned the properties of Albanians, and expelled hundreds of families from 
Kosovo. The number of Albanians killed in 1919 was estimated to be around 
2,000 to 5,000. They were brutally murdered by Chetnik bands led by the Serbian 
army.32  

The suffering of Albanians knows no end. The newspaper Kosova, based 
in Constanta, dated November 28, 1932, issue No. 15, published an article 
revealing the Serbo-Montenegrin massacres against the albanians of Plava and 
Guci, where 42 individuals were massacred, including children and women. 
Similarly, on may 20, 1919, the Serb-Montenegrins killed 19 albanians and 
burned down entire villages.33  

The newspaper Shqipëri e Re, based in Constanta, dated October 17, 
1926, issue no. 284-285, writes that the albanian diaspora, whether in Romania, 
Europe, or America, continuously worked towards the unification and 
preservation of the national values of the Albanian people. It mentions that such 
an effort was also seen in the activities of Shaqir Curri, who appealed to Kosovo 
albanians to join the New Federation:34 “Brothers – every Albanian that has been 
working with national matters knows the dirty deeds committed by Ahmet Zogu 
against your Kosovo brothers ever since he was made Minister of Internal 
Affairs. The Kosovar nationalists, expelled by the mercenary Italian government 
and the Minister of Internal Affairs of Albania, Ahmet Zogu, are as follows: 
Hasan Prishtina,35 Bedri Pejani, Rexhep Mitrovica, Dervish Mitrovica, Ibrahim 
Jakova,36 Niman Ferizi, Qamil Bala, etc.37 In Yugoslavia, specifically in 
Gjakova, some highlanders under the leadership of Sali Mani: Avdil Qerimi, 
Magjun Nimani, etc. From the intellectual youth are as follows: Imer Krasniqi, 
Feri Imami, Hamdi Zajmi, Ibrahim Fehmiu, Qazim Bakalli and many more. From 
Mitrovica: The son of Isa Boletinit- Adem Boletini.38 The honor of the name you 
bear calls upon you to extend a helping hand to one another and unite under the 
Sacred Federation. The letter was written by Shaqir Curri.39 

It is heartbreaking just to think about the suffering endured by the 

 
31 Korabi, Këndova dhe u Turpnova, Drita, nr. 158, Gjirokastër, 10 shkurt 1924, 1. 
32 Zamir Shtylla, Shpërngulja me dhunë e shqiptarëve në vitet 1912-1941, E vërteta mbi Kosovën 
dhe shqiptarët në Jugosllavi, Akademija e Shkencave e RPS të Shqipërisë, Tiranë 1990, 255-261. 
33 Tragjedia e Kosovës, Kosova, nr. 15, Konstancë, 28 Nëntor 1932, 5. 
34 Shaqir Curri, Kosovarëve, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 284-285, Konstancë, 17 tetor 1926, 2. 
35 Veli Kryeziu & Bujar Dugolli, The Armed Resistance Movement in Kosovo 1918-1928 according 
to the Albanian press. Historia i Świat, nr. 11, 237–250, 2022. 
(https://doi.org/10.34739/his.2022.11.14).      
36 Ministria e Arsimit, falënderim e përgëzim me popullin e Prefekturës së Kosovës, Fletorja 
Zyrtare, nr. 45, Tiranë, 2 shtator 1923, 3. 
37 Shaqir Curri, Kosovarëve, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 284-285, Konstancë, 17 tetor 1926, 2. 
38 Ibidem.  
39 Ibidem.  

 
 

Albanians of Kosovo. The newspaper Kosova, from Constanta, dated April 9, 
1933, issue no.28, through the headline The Tears of Dukagjini – Enslaved 
Kosovo, brought to its readers the news of the violence and punishments that 
were carried out by the Serbian army against the residents of Peja, Gjakova, and 
some villages of Istog. All this violence was systematically carried out by the 
Serbian gendarmerie.40  

The Albanians of Kosovo made an extraordinary contribution to the 
political life in Albania through active participation in elections and parliament. 
The Fletorja Zyrtare, Tirana, december 21, 1923, issue no. 69, writes that the 
displaced Albanians of Kosovo primarily settled in Albania. Albania strived to 
keep the kosovare spirit alive even when the situation on the land was quite 
difficult. The state employed the strategy of integrating political representatives 
from Kosovo into the Albanian Parliament. In a telegram received from the 
Prefecture of Kosovo, it was announced that Avni Rrustemi and Riza Drini were 
also candidates from this Prefecture, joining the list that included: Niman Ferizi, 
Bedri Pejani, and Rexhep Mitrovica.41 
  List of elected officials from the Kosovo Prefecture: Dr. Fahriu, Dervish 
Mitrovica, Avni Rrustemi, Niman Ferizi and Hoxhë Kadri Prishtina.42 The 
debates that unfolded among parliamentary representatives in Albania revolved 
around the question of whether the Kosovo migrants (muhaxhirët) had the right 
to vote or not. Imam Kadriu reacted by saying: “These poor souls who are here, 
are they not the ones who fought against the enemy? Shouldn’t the migrants also 
participate? We are deputies of Albania, for we are brothers”.43 Hasan Pristhina, 
in his speech, also stated: “You who wish to or have already taken the fate of 
Albania into your hands, do not concern yourselves with personal matters, 
because the greatest interest of all of us is the interest of Albania. Therefore, look 
to the national interest, and do not act like the Turks who declare that we could 
lose Rumelia, as long as we do not keep Hasan Beg as a deputy. Supporting Imam 
Kadriu’s speech – I recognize myself as a deputy of Dibra, but first and foremost, 
I am a representative of Albania.44 
  In a debate at the National Council, Hasan Prishtina, on behalf of this 
same council, proposed that: Our government should take special care of the 
Albanians who are outside of Albania, meaning all Albanians wherever they may 
be – in Istanbul, Romania, Kosovo, and Çameria – because looking after them is 

 
40 D. Gj. Bisak, Lotët e Dukagjinit – Kosova e Robnueme, Kosova, nr. 28, Konstancë, 9 prill 1933, 
2.  
41 Kandidatët për Prefekturën e Kosovës, Fletorja Zyrtare, nr. 69, Tiranë, 21 dhjetor 1923, 4.   
42 Misët e Kuvendit Kushtetues nga Prefektura e Kosovës, Fletorja Zyrtare, nr. 71, Tiranë, 31 
dhetuer 1923, 3; Cfr. Zgjedhjet për Asamble në Shqipëri morën fund- të zgjedhurit për Prefekturën 
e Kosovës, Paqja, nr. 9, Stamboll, 11 janar 1924, 4.  
43 Debat në këshillin kombëtar lidhur me të drejtat e Muhaxhirëve për të votuar, Bisedimet e 
Këshillit Kombëtar, nr.  24, Tiranë 1921, 2. 
44 Ibidem. 
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Albania’s duty and national obligation.45  
Deputy and activist Hasan Prishtina addressed a letter to the Secretary-

General of the League of Nations in Geneva, His Excellency Sir Eric Drummond. 
This letter was published in the newspaper “Shqipëri e Re,” issue no. 455, dated 
february 5, 1931. The letter discusses a protest note from the Albanians of 
Kosovo, who addressed the League of Nations, “Through this four-point protest, 
we inform you that the Albanians of Kosovo are at the mercy of fate there: 

 1. Approximately 1 million Albanians that live in Kosovo and North 
Macedonia have no schools in the Albanian Language;46 

2. Yugoslavian Government is using every measure to annihilate the 
Albanians of Kosovo and North Macedonia; 

3. Albanians are having their property confiscated without compensation 
and being given to Serbs and Montenegrins for use, with the aim of altering the 
population structure. Evidence of this is the percentage of the Serbian population 
in Gjakova. Ten years ago, there were no Serbs, but now they reach about 20% 
of the population in the area. 

4. Yugoslavian Government persecutes catholic Albanians. Many priests 
were killed and many religious properties got confiscated.47  

 
In a letter from the Embassy of Albania sent to the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs in Belgrade, it also addresses the response given to Hasan Prishtina’s 
letter by the Council of the League of Nations regarding the complaint about the 
opening of the Albanian schools in Kosovo, among other things.48 

The League of Nations had appointed a commission to verify the 
accusations made by Hasan Prishtina and many other activists of the national 
cause. Among this delegation was even the British Minister of Foreign Affairs 
himself. However, based on their contact with the government in Belgrade, this 
commission was convinced by Belgrade’s declarations and expressed 
satisfaction regarding the implementation of minority rights in Yugoslavia.49 
Nevertheless, the committee of the League of Nations explains that in schools 
where Albanian children are educated in Kosovo and North Macedonia, teaching 
should be organized in the Albanian language. 

Now, it remains for Hasan Prishtina and other Kosovars to address the 

 
45 Propozim i Hasan Prishtinës pran Këshillit Kombëtar, Bisedimet e Këshillit Kombëtar, nr. 3, 
Tiranë 1924, 40. 
46 Veli Kryeziu & Dugolli B,  The changes that followed the First World War and the political 
situation in Kosovo according to the albanian press. Annals of the University of Craiova, 1(37), 
2020, 71–81. Retrieved from https://www.istoriecraiova.ro/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/2020_1_ANALE.pdf  
47 Hasan Prishtina, Protesta e Kosovarëve në Lidhjen e Kombeve, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 455, 
Konstancë, 5 shkurt 1931, 2. 
48 Aagjencioni Shtetëror i Arkivave të Kosovës, (ASHAK), Komiteti Mbrojtja Kombëtare e 
Kosovës, F. nr. 872, m.f. nr. 00280, Ambasada e Shqipërisë në Beograd letër Ministrit të Punëve 
të Jashtme të Shqipërisë Z. Rauf Fico, Tiranë, 3 shkurt 1930. 
49 ASHAK, Komiteti Mbrojtja Kombëtare e Kosovës, F. nr. 872. 
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Albania’s duty and national obligation.45  
Deputy and activist Hasan Prishtina addressed a letter to the Secretary-

General of the League of Nations in Geneva, His Excellency Sir Eric Drummond. 
This letter was published in the newspaper “Shqipëri e Re,” issue no. 455, dated 
february 5, 1931. The letter discusses a protest note from the Albanians of 
Kosovo, who addressed the League of Nations, “Through this four-point protest, 
we inform you that the Albanians of Kosovo are at the mercy of fate there: 

 1. Approximately 1 million Albanians that live in Kosovo and North 
Macedonia have no schools in the Albanian Language;46 

2. Yugoslavian Government is using every measure to annihilate the 
Albanians of Kosovo and North Macedonia; 

3. Albanians are having their property confiscated without compensation 
and being given to Serbs and Montenegrins for use, with the aim of altering the 
population structure. Evidence of this is the percentage of the Serbian population 
in Gjakova. Ten years ago, there were no Serbs, but now they reach about 20% 
of the population in the area. 

4. Yugoslavian Government persecutes catholic Albanians. Many priests 
were killed and many religious properties got confiscated.47  

 
In a letter from the Embassy of Albania sent to the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs in Belgrade, it also addresses the response given to Hasan Prishtina’s 
letter by the Council of the League of Nations regarding the complaint about the 
opening of the Albanian schools in Kosovo, among other things.48 

The League of Nations had appointed a commission to verify the 
accusations made by Hasan Prishtina and many other activists of the national 
cause. Among this delegation was even the British Minister of Foreign Affairs 
himself. However, based on their contact with the government in Belgrade, this 
commission was convinced by Belgrade’s declarations and expressed 
satisfaction regarding the implementation of minority rights in Yugoslavia.49 
Nevertheless, the committee of the League of Nations explains that in schools 
where Albanian children are educated in Kosovo and North Macedonia, teaching 
should be organized in the Albanian language. 

Now, it remains for Hasan Prishtina and other Kosovars to address the 
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Tiranë 1924, 40. 
46 Veli Kryeziu & Dugolli B,  The changes that followed the First World War and the political 
situation in Kosovo according to the albanian press. Annals of the University of Craiova, 1(37), 
2020, 71–81. Retrieved from https://www.istoriecraiova.ro/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/2020_1_ANALE.pdf  
47 Hasan Prishtina, Protesta e Kosovarëve në Lidhjen e Kombeve, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 455, 
Konstancë, 5 shkurt 1931, 2. 
48 Aagjencioni Shtetëror i Arkivave të Kosovës, (ASHAK), Komiteti Mbrojtja Kombëtare e 
Kosovës, F. nr. 872, m.f. nr. 00280, Ambasada e Shqipërisë në Beograd letër Ministrit të Punëve 
të Jashtme të Shqipërisë Z. Rauf Fico, Tiranë, 3 shkurt 1930. 
49 ASHAK, Komiteti Mbrojtja Kombëtare e Kosovës, F. nr. 872. 

 
 

League of Nations and declare that in Kosovo, there are no schools in the 
Albanian language, and that students, are forced to study in the Serbian language 
instead. We also inform you that the Agrarian Reform is continuing and is 
progressively taking land from Albanians.50  

The Charge d’Affaires of Yugoslavia to the League of Nations in 
Gjeneva, I. Andriç, addresses the Secretary-General of the League of Nations 
regarding the review of the petition submitted by Don Jean Bisaku, Don Etienne 
Kurti, and Don Luis Gashi. These individuals, through a petition, had complained 
that the Government of Yugoslavia, during the Agrarian Reform, was not 
adhering to the law on minority rights and was not treating Albanians in Kosovo 
and North Macedonia equally, as their property was being seized without any 
criteria.51  

According to Andriç, what was stated in this petition “does not hold.” 
He argues that his government, during expropriation, adheres to the Agrarian 
Reform Law of June 11, 1931. According to this law, every head of the family is 
entitled to five hectares 5ha of land, each married family member receives four 
hectares, unmarried individuals aged 16-21 receives two hectares, unmarried 
individuals over 21 receive 3 hectares, and every male child or student is entitled 
to one hectare of land.52 Although, according to the reform law, everything 
appeared to be in order – at least on paper – when it came to the implementation 
of this law in Kosovo and North Macedonia, only the confiscation of property 
was practiced under the guise of the Agrarian Reform Law. Meanwhile, the 
actual enforcement of this law was not carried out by the Serbian authorities in 
Yugoslavia. 

According to the newspaper “New Albania,” Constanta, dated February 
5, 1931, issue no. 455, it states: The Government of Yugoslavia has chosen the 
method of denying minority rights, in violation of the Minority Treaty approved 
by the League of Nations. Through this letter, we inform you that in Kosovo and 
North Macedonia, over 1 million Albanians live without any basic rights.53  

Vaso Çubriloviç, in one of his reports, analyzing the statistics of 1921 – 
1931 and the results of colonization in Kosovo, states that even their colonization 
policy has been defeated by the birthrate of Albanian mothers, as Albanian 
nationalism is growing day by day. If they remain silent in the face of this, 
Yugoslavia could be plunged into conflict, and their goals in the south of Serbia 
could be called into question.54 

 
50 ASHAK, Komiteti Mbrojtja Kombëtare e Kosovës, F. nr. 872. 
51 ASHAK. Komiteti “Mbrojtja Kombëtare e Kosovës” në luftë për konsolidimin e politikes së 
brendëshme shqiptare. Letra e I. Andriçit drejtuar Sekretarit Gjeneral në Lidhjen e Kombeve, F. 
Hakif Bajrami, Gjenevë, 23 janar 1932, 72-74. 
52 Ibidem. 
53 Hasan Prishtina, Protesta e Kosovarëve në Lidhjen e Kombeve, Shqipëri e Re, nr. 455, 
Konstancë, 5 shkurt 1931, 2. 
54 Vasa Çubriloviç, Shpërngulja e arnautëve - Referat i mbajtur ne klubin serb të kulturës në 
Beograd më, 7 mars 1937, Elaborat i Vaso Çubriloviç. E vërteta mbi Kosovën dhe shqiptarët në 
Jugosllavi, Akademia e Shkencave e RPS të Shqipërisë Tiranë 1990, 331. 
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The Serbianization of Kosovo was not going well, according to him, and 
this remained a concern for the security of future Serbian generations in Kosovo, 
as the birthrate of Albanians was significantly higher than that of Serbs in 
Kosovo. 

 The Albanians of Kosovo and Macedonia were expelled from their 
ancestral lands under the pretext of the so-called Agrarian Reform, 
directed toward Turkey and other Western countries;   

 Where the "legal" reform did not succeed, the Serbian occupiers ensured 
that draconian punishments were imposed on Albanians who opposed 
the reform, including the execution of opponents;   

 The Albanian state was unable to defend the interests of Albanians 
outside the political borders established in 1913;   

 The occupying Serbia, through institutional means, carried out genocide 
and ethnic cleansing of Albanians from their historical lands. 

 
 
Summary 
 

The analysis presented in this scientific study clearly demonstrates that 
the policies of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes toward the Albanian 
population of Kosovo during the period 1918–1941 were characterized by 
systematic repressive measures aimed at altering the ethnic structure of the 
region. The agrarian reform, officially presented as a measure intended to abolish 
feudal relations and promote the development of the agricultural economy, was 
in practice used as a political instrument for the expropriation of Albanian lands 
and the colonization of these territories by Serb and Montenegrin settlers. 
Through this reform, hundreds of thousands of hectares of land—primarily 
owned by Albanians—were confiscated and subsequently distributed to 
thousands of colonist families from Serbia and Montenegro. 

This policy was not limited solely to the economic sphere, but was also 
accompanied by organized state violence. The documents and reports discussed 
in this scientific study indicate the destruction of hundreds of Albanian villages, 
the killing and imprisonment of thousands of civilians, and the burning of 
numerous homes. The violence exercised by the army, the gendarmerie, and 
Chetnik bands created an atmosphere of terror that forced a large number of 
Albanians to abandon their ancestral lands. As a result of this continuous 
pressure, hundreds of thousands of Albanians were displaced to Albania and 
Turkey, creating a significant wave of forced migration. 

The colonization of Kosovo with Serb and Montenegrin settlers formed 
part of a broader state strategy aimed at establishing a new demographic balance 
and weakening the Albanian presence in the region. Nevertheless, despite the 
intensive efforts of the Yugoslav state, these policies did not significantly alter 
the population ratio in favor of the Serbian population, as Albanians remained 
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The Serbianization of Kosovo was not going well, according to him, and 
this remained a concern for the security of future Serbian generations in Kosovo, 
as the birthrate of Albanians was significantly higher than that of Serbs in 
Kosovo. 

 The Albanians of Kosovo and Macedonia were expelled from their 
ancestral lands under the pretext of the so-called Agrarian Reform, 
directed toward Turkey and other Western countries;   

 Where the "legal" reform did not succeed, the Serbian occupiers ensured 
that draconian punishments were imposed on Albanians who opposed 
the reform, including the execution of opponents;   

 The Albanian state was unable to defend the interests of Albanians 
outside the political borders established in 1913;   

 The occupying Serbia, through institutional means, carried out genocide 
and ethnic cleansing of Albanians from their historical lands. 

 
 
Summary 
 

The analysis presented in this scientific study clearly demonstrates that 
the policies of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes toward the Albanian 
population of Kosovo during the period 1918–1941 were characterized by 
systematic repressive measures aimed at altering the ethnic structure of the 
region. The agrarian reform, officially presented as a measure intended to abolish 
feudal relations and promote the development of the agricultural economy, was 
in practice used as a political instrument for the expropriation of Albanian lands 
and the colonization of these territories by Serb and Montenegrin settlers. 
Through this reform, hundreds of thousands of hectares of land—primarily 
owned by Albanians—were confiscated and subsequently distributed to 
thousands of colonist families from Serbia and Montenegro. 

This policy was not limited solely to the economic sphere, but was also 
accompanied by organized state violence. The documents and reports discussed 
in this scientific study indicate the destruction of hundreds of Albanian villages, 
the killing and imprisonment of thousands of civilians, and the burning of 
numerous homes. The violence exercised by the army, the gendarmerie, and 
Chetnik bands created an atmosphere of terror that forced a large number of 
Albanians to abandon their ancestral lands. As a result of this continuous 
pressure, hundreds of thousands of Albanians were displaced to Albania and 
Turkey, creating a significant wave of forced migration. 

The colonization of Kosovo with Serb and Montenegrin settlers formed 
part of a broader state strategy aimed at establishing a new demographic balance 
and weakening the Albanian presence in the region. Nevertheless, despite the 
intensive efforts of the Yugoslav state, these policies did not significantly alter 
the population ratio in favor of the Serbian population, as Albanians remained 

 
 

the overwhelming majority and continued to demonstrate a higher natural 
population growth rate. 

In addition to economic and physical repression, Albanians also faced 
restrictions on their cultural and educational rights, including the lack of schools 
in the Albanian language and discrimination in property rights. These injustices 
were denounced by prominent Albanian political figures and intellectuals, who 
submitted complaints to international institutions such as the League of Nations. 
However, the international response was often limited and failed to fully halt the 
discriminatory policies implemented by the Yugoslav authorities. 
 In conclusion, the events described in this scientific study demonstrate 
that the agrarian reform and colonization policies in Kosovo were not merely 
economic measures, but rather part of a broader and organized state strategy 
aimed at transforming the ethnic composition of the region and weakening the 
Albanian element. Although these policies caused significant suffering, 
displacement, and losses for the Albanian population, they ultimately failed to 
eliminate the identity and presence of Albanians in Kosovo, who continued to 
preserve their culture, language, and national aspirations. 
 
 
Zaključak 
 
 Analiza predstavljena u ovoj naučnoj studiji jasno pokazuje da su 
politike Kraljevine Srba, Hrvata i Slovenaca prema albanskom stanovništvu 
Kosova u periodu od 1918. do 1941. godine bile okarakterisane sistematskim 
represivnim mjerama s ciljem izmjene etničke strukture ove regije. Agrarna 
reforma, zvanično predstavljena kao mjera s ciljem ukidanja feudalnih odnosa i 
podsticanja razvoja poljoprivredne ekonomije, u praksi je korištena kao politički 
instrument za eksproprijaciju albanske zemlje i kolonizaciju ovih teritorija 
srpskim i crnogorskim naseljenicima. Kroz ovu reformu, stotine hiljada hektara 
zemlje – prvenstveno u vlasništvu Albanaca – konfiskovano je i naknadno 
podijeljeno hiljadama kolonističkih porodica iz Srbije i Crne Gore. 
 Ova politika nije bila ograničena isključivo na ekonomsku sferu, već je 
bila praćena i organizovanim državnim nasiljem. Dokumenti i izvještaji o kojima 
se raspravlja u ovoj naučnoj studiji ukazuju na uništavanje stotina albanskih sela, 
ubistva i zatvaranja hiljada civila, te spaljivanje brojnih domova. Nasilje koje su 
provodili vojska, žandarmerija i četničke bande stvorilo je atmosferu terora koja 
je primorala veliki broj Albanaca da napuste zemlju svojih predaka. Kao rezultat 
ovog neprekidnog pritiska, stotine hiljada Albanaca raseljeno je u Albaniju i 
Tursku, što je stvorilo značajan talas prisilne migracije. 
 Kolonizacija Kosova srpskim i crnogorskim naseljenicima činila je dio 
šire državne strategije usmjerene na uspostavljanje nove demografske ravnoteže 
i slabljenje albanskog prisustva u regiji. Ipak, uprkos intenzivnim naporima 
jugoslovenske države, ove politike nisu značajnije promijenile omjer 
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stanovništva u korist srpskog življa, budući da su Albanci i dalje činili premoćnu 
većinu i nastavili pokazivati višu stopu prirodnog priraštaja stanovništva. 
 Pored ekonomske i fizičke represije, Albanci su se suočavali i s 
ograničenjima svojih kulturnih i obrazovnih prava, uključujući nedostatak škola 
na albanskom jeziku i diskriminaciju u imovinskim pravima. Ove nepravde 
osudile su istaknute albanske političke ličnosti i intelektualci, koji su podnosili 
pritužbe međunarodnim institucijama poput Liga naroda. Međutim, 
međunarodni odgovor je često bio ograničen i nije uspio u potpunosti zaustaviti 
diskriminatornu politiku koju su provodile jugoslovenske vlasti. 
 U zaključku, događaji opisani u ovoj naučnoj studiji pokazuju da agrarna 
reforma i politika kolonizacije na Kosovu nisu bile puke ekonomske mjere, već 
dio šire i organizovane državne strategije s ciljem transformacije etničkog 
sastava regije i slabljenja albanskog elementa. Iako su ove politike donijele 
značajnu patnju, raseljavanje i gubitke za albansko stanovništvo, one na kraju 
nisu uspjele eliminisati identitet i prisustvo Albanaca na Kosovu, koji su nastavili 
čuvati svoju kulturu, jezik i nacionalne težnje. 
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stanovništva u korist srpskog življa, budući da su Albanci i dalje činili premoćnu 
većinu i nastavili pokazivati višu stopu prirodnog priraštaja stanovništva. 
 Pored ekonomske i fizičke represije, Albanci su se suočavali i s 
ograničenjima svojih kulturnih i obrazovnih prava, uključujući nedostatak škola 
na albanskom jeziku i diskriminaciju u imovinskim pravima. Ove nepravde 
osudile su istaknute albanske političke ličnosti i intelektualci, koji su podnosili 
pritužbe međunarodnim institucijama poput Liga naroda. Međutim, 
međunarodni odgovor je često bio ograničen i nije uspio u potpunosti zaustaviti 
diskriminatornu politiku koju su provodile jugoslovenske vlasti. 
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dio šire i organizovane državne strategije s ciljem transformacije etničkog 
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